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Pola Weinbach was born in 1902 in  Stryj (Stryi)
which was in Poland at the time.



Stryj Market Square in 1918, about the time when 
Pola left for Vienna, against her parents’ wishes.



Pola went to Vienna to study with designer, Josef Hoffmann
at the Weiner Kunstgewerbeschule (School of Arts & Crafts,)

the first school of its kind on the continent.



Designer & 
architect, Josef 

Hoffmann, 
teacher at the 
School, & one 

of the founders 

of the Wiener 
Werkstätte

(Vienna 
Workshop)

Pillow Case



Textile Design 
was added to 
the school in 

the early 
1900’s



This new subject 
may have enticed 

Pola to go to 
study in Vienna

Textile Design 
was added to 
the school in 

the early 
1900’s



Hausgewand der Wiener 
Werkstätte. 1920. 

Albertina Museum. 

Wiener Werkstätte. Afternoon 
Dress, 1913–16. Silk textile 

designed by Dagobert Peche.
Dress designed by Joseph 

Wimmer-Wisgrill. 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Sample Designs from the School



Wiener Werkstätte Mode Mantel,
1919

Wiener Werkstatte dress. 
From as early as 1905



Wiener Werkstätte, 
Dress, 1924

Silk print attributed to
Josef Hoffmann. 

The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art



Robe, étole frangée
chapeau 1911 

coton étole en soie

Wiener Werkstätte

Designed by
Josef Hoffmann



In Vienna, Pola met and 
married Josef Hoffmann’s 
son, Wolfgang, in 1925



Their 
Designs 

Included a 
Series of 

Desk 
Accessories.

Pola & Wolfgang moved to the USA right after their marriage 
and established an Interior Design Company in NYC
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Some of Their 
American Art Deco 
Desk Accessories

Pola & Wolfgang Hoffmann Designs



Pola & Wolfgang Divorce but Remain Friends,
and 

Pola and Rex Stout Marry in 1932



Pola & Wolfgang Divorce but Remain Friends,
and 

Pola and Rex Stout marry in 1932 

Portrait 
by

Nicholas Muray

(Frida Kahlo)



They have  a copy 

of The Doorbell 
Rang on display 

with this 
inscription, 

which they label:

“apparently”
to 

Mrs. Rex Stout

The Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library 



In 1938 Pola Begins Her Textile Design Company



Pola created this Logo – a Stylized Weave,
Simple & Elegant



Pola Becomes Famous For Her Woolen Textile Designs



Pola Stout Developed a 
Credo for Her Work:

“To weave finest-quality fabrics 
of original designs, using only 
vegetable and animal fibers; to 
work closely with designer-
manufacturers in creating 
materials that stimulate their 
designing talents. 

To offer American women, by 
the yard, groups of related 
fabrics to satisfy their tastes and 
enhance their personalities…..”



Pola Stout was 
devoted to teaching 
others about color & 
design and the art of 
weaving. 

She conducted 
workshops across the 
country and abroad.

Students of Pola Stout learning to use a loom



Sample Sketches made by Pola Stout
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Sample Sketches made by Pola Stout



Pola’s textiles were sought after & utilized by 
many famous Designers of the Time

She created fabrics, 
among others, for 

Edith Head

Dior

Adrian 

Norell

Irene

Jo Copeland 



This Swatch Board contains 
samples of the Textiles 

chosen for the 
Irene Collection, 1948 

Pola’s textiles were sought after & utilized by 
many famous Designers of the Time



In 1945, Pola Established a Textile Mill in Philadelphia



In 1945, Pola Established a Textile Mill in Philadelphia



“PSI fabrics, designed by me, are produced in the PSI mill by men and women 
who also like and approve the ideal, who understand it, and are concerned 

that every yard shall be worthy of it.”

Pola Stout’s 
Team of 

Employees

In 1945, Pola Established a Textile Mill in Philadelphia



Pola at Work in High Meadow and Her Mill



Barbara & 
Rebecca Stout 

Dressed in 
Their Mother’s 

Designs



The Designer, Adrian regularly used Pola’s textiles













To Pola Stout , 
each detail was 
very important



Pola’s Textile Designs were seen by millions
when they were worn by actresses in famous films.



His Girl Friday - 1940

with Rosalind Russell & Cary Grant



Otto Preminger’s Laura - 1944, with Gene Tierney, 
Dana Andrews, Vincent Price & Clifton Webb



Articles about Pola Stout, Her Ideas and Advice 
about Clothes and Fashion,

as well as 
Her Much Admired Textile Designs Were Printed 

in a Myriad of Newspapers
Over the Years.



Pola regularly traveled within the USA and 
Internationally for Workshops and 

Design Exhibits, at which she Explained 
Her Color and Design Principles.

Articles about Pola Stout, Her Ideas and Advice 
about Clothes and Fashion,

as well as 
Her Much Admired Textile Designs Were Printed 

in a Myriad of Newspapers
Over the Years.



New York Times,
March 17, 1940



New York Times,
March 17, 1941



Milwaukee Journal,
Sept. 21, 1941



The Pittsburgh Press,
March 5, 1948

“Mrs. Stout is making a tour of 
the cities where her fabrics are 
featured, but is anxious to get 
back to her home in 
Connecticut. 

‘I’m a wife and mother first, 
and a designer second. 
Creating fabrics is fun, but I 
don’t want to become too 
career minded about it.”’



Post-Dispatch, 
St. Louis

Pola Stout Creates Handsome Fabrics, 
Teaches Women How to Create Handsome Wardrobes



Presentation 
by Pola at 

Texas Woman’s 
University





Many Newspapers &
Magazines Across the 

Country & Beyond, 
Interviewed Pola, 

not only in Her 
Workplace and On The 

Road, 
but also 

At High Meadow.
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“Mrs. Stout is the wife of 
Rex Stout, the author. 

While she is spinning 
yarns in one wing of their 
hill-top farmhouse, he is 
spinning his yarns 
about Nero Wolfe in 
another.”

New York Times,
March 17, 1970



Many of the interviews she gave included photos of 
her family and her home.



Milwaukee Journal



Oct. 14, 1938



Dallas Times 
Herald,
July 8, 1948

“Fashion Plot”

Pola Stout, Eminent Textile 
Designer who will conduct a 
workshop on Color, Weave, and 
Texture in Apparel, plots the 
finished beauty of her fabrics as 
precisely as her famous mystery-
writer Husband, Rex Stout, does 
the exploits of his fictional sleuth, 
Nero Wolfe.



NEW YORK POST
June 26, 1941



NEW YORK POST
June 26, 1941



Recipes are 
often included in 

articles about 
Pola and her 

family.

NEW YORK POST
June 26, 1941



Pola Received Many Awards & Honors and Was Recognized as 
One of the USA’s Most 

Celebrated Textile Designers. 



Phila. Museum School of Art



Phila. Museum School of Art

Met Museum of Art





Pola Stout had friends in High Places



She communicated 
and exchanged gifts 
with
Eleanor Roosevelt 
and 
President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt

Pola Stout had friends in High Places



“For Rebecca Stout from Franklin Roosevelt”



Pola Stout had friends in High Places










