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January 15, 1951

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
Park-Sheraton Hotel

Seventh Avenue and 55th Street
New York, N.Y,

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

Maybe I ean't help having this letter sound as if
I'm e 1ittle irritated, but I hope I don't need to say
that my great admiration, respeet and affection for
you are still intact,

In your piece in The World-Telegram and Sun on
January 11th I find this:

! "Until the U,N, has within itself more power

| than any single aggressor nation or group of

| aggressor nations, it seems impossible with

' voluntary aid to have enough force to withstand
those overwhelming numbers who serve a Commun-
ist force in Korea, This will not last forever,®

That sounds to me like another way of saying,
Muntil and unless we get world federation there can
be no hope of world peace,? Or, as Winston Churchill
put it recently,

"What hope can there be for the future of the world
unless there is some form of World Government which
can make its effort to prevent a renewel of the
awful struggle through which we have just passed?®

I may have interpreted you wrongly, but if not, then
obviously you are aware that our hard choice is between
the alternatives of world law and world war, and you pre-
fer world law, If that is so, it would be of immeasurable
help to the movement for world government if you would
make your position unmistakably clear, Your support of
that great cause would be one of the most encouraging pieces
of news that could possibly be proclaimed,
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May it not be that you are now ready to proclaim it?
With high esteem,

Sincerely,

i }
{ . 4
v,

Rex Stout
RS :mm

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt, January 15, 1951
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January 18, 1051

Desr Hpr., Btoul:

In anser to your letter of the 15th, I was not
1uplying anything about World Federation or World
GJovernuent, World Governnent seems to me as
lupuvsgible ae any dream st the present time.

Haturally I vould prefer world law but at the
nregent time there 1s no way of enforoing world
law, There 1g no force within the United Nations
which ig obligatory, only voluntary, and we are
tneine in Korea that voluntary force is not

sufficient,

I hope ve will get an obligatory rorce some day
and T w11l be glad whaen &1l menbera join in the
Unilved Hatlone and when there 1s rorce enough

in the vorld, and sufiicient desilre to live and
let live and a curtallunent of "revolutlonary
exnanslionisn" so that we can conslder nethods

of world lew, but now we nust use tre United
intiong as 1t 18, and diploiatically as a wliole,
end try to worik out a teumporary peace. HMore
than thet we can not expect.

Very sincerely yours,

me@wﬁmmmﬁﬁwammmummy



Rex Stout, Chairman
Frederica Barach
Norman Cousins
Alan Cranston
Russel Crouse
Annalee Fadiman
Clifton Fadiman
John Farrar

Alan Green

Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd
John Hersey

Laura Z. Hobson
John Hohenberg
Christopher La Farge
Margaret Leech
Jerry Mason

Cord Meyer, Jr.
Maerle Miller

Robert E. Sherwood
James P. Warburg

Ruth Friend,
Executive Secretary

) - 7 . -
B Fe ' " N
i ~ f pd ; o
/ - T N B TR £ SN
o el O £ Eara - D 7 ,.»"

5

FOR WORLD GOVERNMENT |~/ 0 7

7 EAST 12th STREET * NEW YORK CITY 3 < Algonquin 5-8800 /

*

February 20, 1951

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
Val-Kill Cottage

Hyde Park, Dutchess County
New York

Dear Mrs, Roosevelts

Thank you very much for your letter of January 18th.
Knowing how busy you are, I have delayed writing
you again, but I don't thinlk I should put it off any
longer,

Since the basic attitude toward the problems of human
society, of you, and Justice William O, Douglas, and
Prime Minister Nehru, and Bishop Sherrill, and dozens
of others whom I could name are actually identical, I
think it is not only regrettable but dangerous when
any of that group misunderstands and misinterprets the
position of others on any of the current critical
problems--putting first of all, of course, the problem
of preventing another world war,

I honestly believe that the purposes and policies of
the leading advocates of world government have been
either misrepresented to you, or badly presented, and

I feel deeply and strongly that an attempt must be made
to set that right.

I would like to try it. I don't think it is presump-
tuous of me to ask you to give me an hour of your

time for that attempt. Won't you have an hour, any-
where you say, sometime in the next three or four weeks,
to give me this chance?

I know you give lots of hours to a lot of things but
if I can't have this one now, I'm going to keep on
trying to get it,

RS s iReproduced from the FDR Presidential Library Rex Stout
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March 20, 1951

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
The Park Sheraton Hotel

202 Fifty Sixth Street Vest
New York 19, H. Y,

Dear Mrs, Roosevelts

Thank you very rmuch for sending me that paragraph
from the letter from Dr. Friedgood,

The points raised by Dr, Dean in his article,
"World Govermment and the Constitution of the United
Stateg," are so technical that I am not competent to
form an opinion on them unaided, However, they have
been dealt with exhaustively by several members of the
Bar, among them Justice Douglas, Dean Pound, and Dean
Paul Shipman Andrews of Syracuse University,

Another instance of disagreement among experts -
and naturally I am most impressed by the experts whose
opinions support my own position, We always are, I
think,

Sincerely,

Rex Stgét

resaj
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STOUT, R,

Hareh 2¢8, 1951

Dear llr, Strut:

Thank you for your eordinl nate which hne juct arrived, T enjoyed
our maeeting very mmch, and ook forward with keen anticip-tion to
discussing with you furthar the vital probleme vhich yon exrlored
with Mra, Rooravelt,

I do not wish to lenve the impression with you that I sam oproesed to
your viewpolnt, which irdeed I support heartily in prineiple, Thare
is no mquestion in my mind that the ulti~cte ymal towards v lch we
mist all work is that which now engapges your interest, From the
reslistic viewpoint, however, I am wondering vhether a federati n of
world states can be achieved at one fell mewop In the prasent inter—
natirnal eltu-tirn, It seems to me that the leplelation necesenry
to accomplish this purpoce rust micesed and cnmot precede the will
of the peoples nf the vorld snd the sovereign nations thot represent
them, For the present, therefore, I would be esntent to embark on a
worldewide carmpnien of education towmrds the viewpoint + teb you
répresent, at the same time thot ve take every messure nvailalle under
the shnrter of the United lations te enforce by military, economie,
politienl and socinl sanctions the will of those who are demanding
peate in spite of thn Soviet's imperialietic desipns to the contrary,

I apprecinte very much the Informatisn and hulleting which Mles Ruth
Friend sent to me, Fleane rlace my name on your mailing liet eo
thet I may be kopt informed of the importont work which you and your
ecllenmies are doing, I hope &ith all my hesrt that you will be
mecenaful in achievine the poal to which you nre dedierted,

With cordir) greatings to you »nd lre, Stout, I nm

Yours sincerely,

Barry B, Friedgnod,V, 0, F A .CL0,
Apgsocinte Cliptesl Profesror
IIPF e of Modieine

Hr, Rex Stout
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