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w enlgct!luckonadifficuhca..,,l 
ask omsdfho" Wolfe would h~ndle it ,\len
taU•.IphoneS..ull':onttrandaskhimtose.ul> 
au appointrm:nt. I don't know wh1 I go 
ohroughSaul,ljnstdo. Am·,.·a•·.in Ill) mind. 
Sa.ulpichu[>thepho...,and~sArdueand 
<:X j>lanulha•ethisproblcmandwuldhesco:if 
Wolfe ,.;u ulk co nu!. An:hie makes a fe,. 
thoic:e ,.·isecncb. but since I'm a f~nd of 
Sa.ul'shemakesmefirMa[>poinunenl after or· 
chidOOurs. 

I imaginemHdfgoingup1hcse•·ens1eps 
of llolfe's brown!lone and ringing th" bdl 
hit,onntnmeinandescortsn"'pastthefa· 
nlQuSfromroomandirnotl>eoffi.,.,. Heoff"rs 
rneadrmk. l tellh•ml,.·ouldappr.,.,i;ueatall, 
•·oldgla"ofmilk "i1h ,,..ofingersofScotch.l 
don'r ~o·orr~o about Wolfe's liquor SU[>pl• or 
aboutthequalin oftheboou, butt make a 
""'ntal note to send him a ea"" of a new im
poncd Ducchb«rnlledGrol""h 10hichoomH 
infant•literboulesandwhich.form• mone•, 
is the b.o5! stuff around. I'm a lmk troubled, 
th-ou!(h. bo:c"dttS<:thetopsarepcrmancntl• at• 
uochedru~rplugsthat•·•.mha•·ctopo[>Opcn 
10ith '"othurnbs, and I "orn about Wolfe·, 
li~ing tu count boule c-.1ps and puning them 
a..-a,inhis!OJ>dr;a,.cr 

Wlnlel~<aitforWolfetocomthelpmt,l 

ru~rneck the room. ·n,., thing that hiu 
mt- and to ""' this is ~ind of a surpme- is 
the l~l"" '· the """of!]>ace. B) tlno l •pecif!C:tlh 
mtanthcboohhcl•r.andthefilc<'3bii>C!on 
the .~«ond lc•cl. Com~cll a•·o11b floor dut· 
ter.TI..,highccilingsaddtoth<'S[l<>Cc,of 
roursc,andthcOtiUtandingcoll('('lionoffurm· 

turc and anifacu m;okes the place li~t-<laM. I 
stan to relax. Am m~n sman enough to'"" 
likcthisi•dcfnoiteh>martcnotJghtol..,lpmc 
outofapm 

Then I ~<al~mertoArchic'sdcskandtalc 
agandcraothcpiorturconthc,.·allabovcit.l 
Lno..-,.huit'55llJ>[I05e<.itobc,andlha•·ctu 
admirtherc'SaSirikingsimilaril\. rhcnc~!ne" 
ofot al111nprcsscs me, maLes me '>!<lr1 gc-uin~~; 
nlltlniiLtngundcrwmrolagat" 

:\ext liaLc-animaginc-n walkmc-rtorlw 
Gouchardglnbc.lla•·iugrcadaboutnsoma"' 
'"'""·' ha•·c-o>O!roublcpiC!uringit. Thin•·'"' 
and rhn_.._.. • .,;ghths itKI>c-s m dtamHc-r i< a lot~ 
globe. Kcall• bill'- 1\ut it's tlt>llhes"cl<l murh 
ohar fr'l>tomc-i!'sthco•crall bcaul\,rtw 
CT;t.fumanshop. Therc's .omnhin!l' about bnn 
m ~ room ..-ith J>('rfec1 ob~u that ;, conduci•• 
to cku thinkong. l)on'l a~\ me "h). ($omp. 

time-s. ~I this poinl m m• fama•)·. I take tim 
out for~ trip to tht." Iobin of the Daih 'ew. 
butlding on t.S! 12nd Strce<. Thar's "" b 
•·oritt."globcann•·hcrc.andtcanJJ>('IIdhour 



mg there st~ring~• it ~nd talinggreat sea 
OC'\$an.>nndttM,,.·orld.) 
lr...cnrntoWolfe'soffio:ear>ddecidelhat 

b•oritethinginit.,thesnperblfiQStly)d· 
\hon ·an rug. Gomfoning "hik I'm p:w:ing 
bfing.,me,.·halofanamateurcooltn)·self 
u~e a r.,,. ntimncs to app•«"''" the en

'"IJ:"f8rillat·Sa•·arin. l also find Wolfe'• 
'"okbookonhosshelfandhaulitdo,.·nfor 
Kllook. S..n..: conten!l as m• cop>. I'm 
ou•. Still at the bookshelf. I can't r61~t 
1]: out Wolfe's «>p> of L..:o .. ·rence·s Snv~ 
.i{ll'ud.,.loncet~Ydto~throughu 

1n't.8ntl'mcotwit!UdifWolfecan,tM,'s 
ntoanaluem•cuc. 

l~ndmfromofWolfe"scherndeskand 
notH>pio:kupamofhtobluntli1StrU· 

ntcms.butldotakenoticeofhllbro"nlc;utM,r 
8ra,j];,ndeskchair. Gigamio:! l'•c rll'•"erse."n 
amthmgquttelilcuam-..hcrc,pro-babh ne•·cr 
,.·ill. Hut it definiteh lookslile it un hold a 
.JC•·emhofatonjustb) itself. T heohair,.·ou ld 
take upt,.·o-t hirdsof m)·offtCCIJ>:Kf:. I can't 
hclpbtunoticethe"·ornspotsonthearms. 
"here CO<Jntlcos ci rcles ha·-~ b«n made bt 
Wolfe"•fmgers.lseehisfingerscin:lcandhi• 
hpsl]:<>tnar>dout,inandout,hkcan~ 
goldf.,h. and lam ,..,aosurcd tM, "'ll110hc m• 
problcn.,. 

lthinkabout$ininginthao chair,but l 
don"lha•·cthc....,,....,,:\'ot:c•cninnntmagma· 
lion. I do. ho,.·.,..·cr.sit in that infamous rffi 
chatr-ttM, ot..: Arehit ... ,. onh l nspn:tor 
Ctamtrlook•likhcbelongsm. h'sabitun-



"' ''"'·btU suddenh. afte~oneor two~pfuis: no 
""'""J>robkm 

wmfort~ble to m• '"""·but I .,·(11 kno" the 
~d•amagcsofachairlilethtl for interrogation 
J>liTJ>OlCS. ltd .. arfs..ou. maleswu fediusc· 
cure, ~nd th~ lies <lon"t come nut quite "" 
smooth,.henwu"reiniLAtthisJ><>llll,lgeta 
httleedii'.SO I OOd.o•·ertoAr.::hic:'sdeskag~in 
I take a quod p<"Ck in the red bo~ tOS«ifhc 
reall>doeslcepst.am~mll. lledoes.lthink 
aboutopeningthcdn,.ers-ot"sO«up;ition:ll 
"'thmc-butldon"t. lalsodon'tpninside 
thelkjt>Orobinet.c:oumWolfe'sOC..tlenp:sor 
,,..,. to get into the secret alcme ~nd S« .. hat 
,\rdtJC SCCS,.hcn Wolfe h~shllnllaledout in 

J"henlimaginell"olfccnteringtheroom.l 
lCl' hun as Orson Welles. '>obo<h d~. I imag· 
Lt~hung~ttingstraighttotheproblem.nos.u
<WI >>OIIlCillC. [c::I.UIJC<-ern,..leupm> mind if 
hc•halesm1 handornol. I Lt><>" hcdoe!n-, 
!oLe to ~h~le hand•. but l ha•e thi• urgetiC\ to 
fedthatl..,"sn:alh llc•hatKiblood.J.:suaJI,,I 
'"'"lupwitha"rong.quockgrip.quiclhre· 
lc~~)_ 1 talk. Ar.::hie !><etetub to t~le notes. 
W<>lfelistcns.WolfesJ>eah.-lhemicei•mid
"~' l,oct,.·ttn Amerion Engh1h ~nd t:nglish 
tnglish. 'o Montenegrin i111lenion. Orson 
WcllcsinCm:rnA"<>M.Itlnnk.AI·oung•·oicein 
ano)l·\otlngman. t'ull.but >>ntbomb;utic. 

l t>e•·erkno"cxat•h,.hat11i•that\\'olfe 

\\e get up to ka•e. That is. I get up to 
k~•c. ]>rr:<:.,.led b• Archie. Frit~ comes to the 
do<>r to S« me out. Just as I prepare to go. 
WolfrJ>nkeshishearlouttheofftced..,.>rand 
aslsif l'dliketojoinhnnindinneratRustl'<· 
man's.(listen.thisistm famas,_l'llhanhnn 
s;r;, "hatncr I like.) We agr~ to mttt as soon 
aslturninm> rcpononthcalC 

At this point lg.,. up and "o\a.IL into m• 
Lt~rhen ~nd >tan maLing a meh out of it. I 
cho]>.l>licc. l mix.lpound.ldcb<>ue.ldecant. 
lthoroughh liddle~round. 1\nd n~n>sto 
help. lile Wolfe. [ don't t,,)k bu~iness "o\hen I 
eat. butthere"ssomethmg•bout prep;iringa 
mealthatuntanglesthingsforme.So,.hcnl 
s~anooeat l raiJCatoasttonn m~aginan din· 
ncrp;~rtncr.:\eroWolfe.aoulthankhimforhi> 

guKiancc 
lne•ermetapri>atcitwr•tttr.norlikehi'n 

Rutlsurcwonldlileto 

thllhOIIJ Sf>!rSriiMI is~ /iur~S'<i/>nt.,lr '"'"J/ogMdt 
{i,.ng rn .\·,..., r, ••. llr lias ·t>r~• .......... tr<illg /q 

lrtx.oi111!•MII't>Jjronl l'niHIAStrrn.u·uhlllrlr 

WOLFE AT HIS BEST 

AndBrd J•ollmn 
CMr~~{>llgtuj"rOnr 

lmo!lto_f<!DOXJ 
s ...... H.,nMCantJr 

TooMan1C....U 

MOST OVERRATED WOLFE 

ALPHA AND OMEGA 

1',--dr-Lsrw:t 
A Fa..Jy:tffmr 
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