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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 1

THE GOOD W TNESS
FADE | N:
MONTAGE/ CREDI TS
| NT. BROANSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY (DAY ONE)

Archie grabs his trenchcoat fromthe hallway tree and starts
to put it on. He stops. It doesn't feel right. He |ooks
at a button - it's dangling. He checks the pocket flaps -
twsted. He's not happy. He thinks. Ah. Gimy, he puts
it on, heads for the door. The DOORBELL RI NGS

ARCH E (V. Q)
| was on ny way out to right a
wong, when fate in the form of
| nspector Craner rang the
door bel I .

He opens the door and | NSPECTOR CRAMER cones in and barrels
past himgoing towards the office.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
| nspector Craner. To what do
we owe the pl easure?

CRAMER
| gotta present for your boss.

ARCHI E
|s he gonna like it?

CRAMER
He's gonna love it. Got one
for you, too. Stick around.

He di sappears into the office. Archie trails after.
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

Craner serves Wl fe, chonps happily on his cigar. Wlfe
regards himbalefully. Archie waits at the door.

WOLFE
M. Craner. \What brings you
into ny honme?

CRAMER

An opportunity that doesn't
cone often enough:

( CONTI NUED)



W TNESS 10-15-01 Pl NK 2

CONTI NUED:

WOLFE
Pf ui .

CRAMER
A situation you can't get out
of .

WOLFE
Ar chi e! Escort M. Craner..

Cramer puts the subpoena down on the table.

Wl fe gl owers,

back up. Craner savors the nonent and bows out.

CRAMER
Your subpoena for the Ashe trial
next week. Do you need ne to
read it out |oud?

WOLFE
You cane all this way to serve
me i n person?

CRAMER
| cane all this way to serve
you in person. | wanna nake

sure you understand the fine
print.

WOLFE
A sad commentary on the
pusi | | ani nous nature of your
dr eans.

CRAMER
| f you don't show up, you'll be
in contenpt of court. A bench
warrant will be issued for your

arrest and | will send the newest

recruit on the force down here
to lead you away in cuffs.

t hrows the subpoena down and picks his book

Archie in the door, he hands him his subpoena.

ARCHI E
Al | ow me.

EXT. BROMNSTONE - STOOP (STUDI O - DAY

As he passes

Cranmer cones out and is surprised to find Archi e acconpanyi ng
him On Craner's | ook.

( CONTI NUED)



W TNESS 10-22-01 GREEN 3

CONTI NUED:

They part ways.

EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET -

Archi e cones down the street.
whol e street and what |ies ahead - a police scene.

ARCHI E
| have an errand. This norning
a guy nane Meegan tried to engage
M. Wlfe to find his wfe.

CRAMER
Fat chance of that.
ARCHI E
No chance at all. So he |eft

in a huff and grabbed ny raincoat
instead of his on the way out.
|"mgoing to right the wong.

CRAMER
You should try working for a
l'iving.

ANGLE | NCLUDI NG THE STREET -

DAY 4

The canmera pulls back to see

A FLASHI NG

POLI CE CRU SER i s double parked in front of the entrance to
29 Arbor Street has a stoop with stairs and
a basenent apartnent.

29 and a crowd.

ARCH E (V. Q)
But when | got to Meegan's hone
at 29 Arbor Street, | didn't
enter it. There was party going
on in front.

ARCHI E maneuvers through a crowd to the front to see a
PCLI CEMAN trying to shoo away a BLACK LAB (JET)

No one in the crowd responds.

POLI CENMAN
Whose dog is this?

Their attention is diverted

by PURLEY STEBBI NS, who energes froma squad car and goes
into the house without delay, bristling with authority.

Archi e sees Stebbins and turns away so he won't be seen.

ARCH E (V. Q)
The presence of Purley Stebbins
made it a cinch that there was
a corpse inside.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 4
CONTI NUED:

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
And ny presence at the scene of
a hom ci de arouses all of
Purley's worst instincts. |
deci ded to get ny raincoat back
sone ot her tine.

He stops and | ooks down. The Bl ack Lab is nuzzling his knee.
The Cop | ooks at him

POLI CEMAN

Sure that's not your dog?
ARCHI E

Nah. The wife's allergic to

t hem
Archie pats the dog, and noves on.
EXT. STREET - DAY

Archi e goes al ong appreciating the day unaware that the dog
is tailing him Archie stops, sensing sonething. He glances
back. Nothing. Only people. He is relieved. Then he feels
sonet hi ng nuzzle his knee. He | ooks down.

THE BLACK LAB (JET) grins up at him

ARCHI E
"' m not your pal.
(The Lab begs to differ;
nuzzl es himagain. Voice-

over)
Apparently | was m staken. W
were friends for life. | could

have ditched himby taking a
taxi but that woul d have been
pretty rude. So | took him

home, as any good pal shoul d.

He begi ns wal ki ng, the dog at his side.
| NT. BROANSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY

Archie cones in with the dog, hangs up his coat. He | ooks
at Jet and then heads towards the office with him

ARCH E (V.Q)
My idea was to call the ASPCA
for help, but there was no sense
i n passing up an opportunity to
annoy Wl fe.



W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 7

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

Wl fe sits at his desk. As Archie comes in, he doesn't | ook
up, he just starts talking.

WOLFE
Where the devil have you been?
W were going to go over orchid
lists...Wiat's that?

ARCHI E
A dog. A hound to be precise.

WOLFE
l"min no tenper for buffoonery.
Get it out of here.

ARCHI E
No, sir. You have your orchids,
Fritz has his turtle and Theodore
has his parakeets up in the
potting room Wy shouldn't |
have a dog? He is registered
as Chanpi on Nero of Bantyscoot
so I'll have to change his nane.
| don't want us to confuse the
two of you. Ebony, would do,
or Jet, or Inky...

WOLFE
Stop babbling. It's not a hound.
It's a Labrador Retriever.

ARCH E
| said hound because it woul d
be natural for a private
detective to have a hound.

WOLFE

Labradors have a w der skul
t han any other dog, for brain
room A dog | had when | was a
boy in Montenegro had a rather
narrow skull, but I did not
regard that as a defect. | do
not recall thinking that dog
had a defect.

(on Archie's | o0k)
When you smuggl ed that creature
in here did you take into account
The disruption it woul d cause
in this househol d?

( CONTI NUED)



W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 7
CONTI NUED:

Archie starts inprovising a | eash with a piece of cord.

ARCHI E
Don't worry. |I'Il get rid of
him | do feel the need for a
pet, but what the hell, | can
try a chanel eon

WOLFE
No.

ARCHI E
No?

WOLFE

| do not wish to interfere with
the comm tnent you have nade.

ARCHI E
| haven't made a conmitnent.
WOLFE
Then where did you get it?
ARCHI E
He followed ne honme. |'Ill just
call the ASPCA and we can be
rid of him
WOLFE
No.
ARCHI E

No. Wy not ?

WOLFE
Call soneone you know in the
Pol i ce Departnment and use the
i cense nunber to find out the
owner's nane. Then call him

directly.

ARCHI E
If the owner is dead or in jail,
you'll take the position that |

commtted nyself by bringing
t he dog hone.

WOLFE

It would be dishonorable to
renege.

( CONTI NUED)



W TNESS 10-4-01 VWH TE 7
CONTI NUED: (2)
He and Jet consi der each ot her.

ARCHI E
You' d enjoy having a dog around
provi ded you can blanme it on
ne.

WOLFE
The nane you suggested, Jet.
That woul d be acceptable for
t hi s dog.

As Archie nods, Fritz cones in.

FRI TZ
Di nner is served, sir.

Jet junps up at this proposal. Fritz sees Jet.

FRI TZ ( CONT' D)
s the animal dining with you?

WOLFE
Pfui. H's manners appear to be
adequate, but let us test them
first in the kitchen

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. BROANSTONE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Wlfe carries on as Archie eats.

ARCHI E (V. Q)
The squabs were absol utely
edi bl e, but other phenonena of
t hat eveni ng were not so
pl easi ng.

WOLFE
... The Basinji is the ol dest
breed on earth, originating in
Central Africa in 5000 BC, there
is, of course, no trace of the
Af ghan hound until 4000 BC...

Fritz enters with the sal ad.
WOLFE ( CONT' D)

Has Jet denonstrated a capacity
for restraint vis a vis food?

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 8

CONTI NUED:
FRI TZ
For a dog, he has remarkabl e
control
WOLFE

You wouldn't find himan
i nsufferabl e nui sance as a
cohabi t ant ?

FRI TZ
No. O course, they take tine.
They nust be wal ked and f ed.
But for such a noble beast we
coul d make the sacrifice.

WOLFE
Well, we nust suffer himin any
case, for Archie's sake.
FRI TZ
Ah.
ARCHI E
Yeah. That's right. For ny
sake.
(V.0)

Clearly they were prepared to
beconme charter martyrs of the
Cani ne Canoni zati on League.
Next thing you know, we'd have
box seats at the Westm nster
Dog Show.

| NT. BROMNSTONE - OFFICE - N GHT

Archie and Wl fe are going through orchid lists.
reads the descriptions and Wl fe considers them
RINGS. Archie checks his watch

| NT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

8
8
WPE TO
9
Archi e
The DOORBELL
10

The Doorbell RINGS again. Archie appears - and one | ook
t hrough the one way gl ass panel reveals | NSPECTOR CRAMER

Archi e shows his watch pointedly as he opens the door six

i nches.

ARCHI E
You never cone after dinner.

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS

10-4-01 VH TE 10

CONTI NUED:

CRAMER
Cut the crap, Goodw n and tel
me where the dog is.

On Archie's reaction, we WPE TO

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - N GHT

Cr aner

is settled in the red | eather chair.

CRAMER
(to Archie)
The owner of the dog was nurdered
this afternoon. The officer at
t he scene recogni zed you and
said you enticed the dog to go
off wth you.

ARCHI E
| didn't entice.

CRAMER
The dog just foll owed you.

ARCHI E
Grls follow nme; dogs follow
me. Sonetinmes even your own
dicks followne. | can't help..

CRAMER
Skip the conedy. The dog
bel onged to a nmurder victimand
you renoved it fromthe scene
of the nurder.

WOLFE
| advise you to shift your ground
if you expect us to listen.

CRAMER

(turning to Wl fe)
And to top it off, this norning,
you refuse to do a job for one
of the tenants of 29 Arbor
Street, Richard Meegan. You
know damm wel|l the last thing |
want near a homcide is you or
Goodwi n, but you're here and |
want to know how and why and
what and when and who.

( CONTI NUED)

10

11
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W TNESS
CONTI NUED:

10-4-01 VWH TE 11
WOLFE
(shaki ng his head, sighing))
You' re wasting your tinme. In

M. Meegan's first breath, he
mentioned his wfe..

CRAMER
Yeah, | heard.

WOLFE
...My vanity bristles at the
offer of that sort of job...

CRAMER
Yeah, | know, Wbl fe. ...

WOLFE
...and | stopped him M
bl unt ness enraged hi mand he
dashed out, taking M. Goodwi n's
coat .

CRAMER
So that's how you got there;
why' d you' d take the dog?

ARCHI E
Il wll admt, if pressed, that
| should not have patted him
but if there's sonme kind of
dodge about the dog, please
tell me why | phoned the precinct
to get the nanme of his owner?

CRAVER
| don't know. Wth you and
Wlfe | never know. Look. [''m

gonna open the bag.

ARCHI E
He's cone for free advice.

CRAMER
Shut up. The man who was killed
was naned Philip Kanmpf. He
lived on Perry Street, a few
bl ocks from Arbor, all alone
with the dog, no famly.
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 12

EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET -- DAY 12

CLSEN, who has cone out to sweep the wal k, watches KAMPF and
Jet go up the stairs of the house.

CRAMER (V. Q)
O sen, the janitor, sees him
arrive wwth the dog on a | eash
at five twenty this afternoon.

W PE TO
FLASHCUT TO
Jet being shooed down the stoop stairs by VI CTOR TALENTO

CRAMER (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Fifteen mnutes |later the dog
cones out with a tenant naned
Victor Talento. He says he
found the dog in the vestibul e,
t hought it was a stray, and
chased it out.

Vi ctor goes, Jets stays around.
FLASHCUT:
A sen finishes his sweeping. Hears yelling. Runs inside.
CRAMER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Then twenty mnutes |ater,
sonebody starts yelling.
I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET -- FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY 13

A sen cones into the hallway outside Apartnment 101 and sees
ROSS CHAFFEE st andi ng over the body of Kanpf.

CRAMER (V. Q)
He finds two nen in the foyer,
one live, one dead. The live
one was Ross Chaffee, an arti st
fromthe top floor studio. The
dead one was Philip Kanpf.

W PE TO
| NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY 14
It's now a police scene. Stebbins pulls a |leash from Kanpf's

pocket .

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 14
CONTI NUED:

CRAMER (V. Q)
We got onto the dog because
St ebbins found his | eash in the
pocket of Kanpf's raincoat.
The lab says it was used to
strangle him

The two other tenants of the house are brought to the bottom
of the stairs by a POLI CEMAN: Rl CHARD MEEGAN and ski nny JERQOVE
ALAND, sl eepy and tying a satiny robe around him

CRAMER (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Al four tenants of the house
wer e home when Kanpf arrived:
Victor Talento, a |lawer on the
ground floor, had left, but the
rest of them- Chaffee, Richard
Meegan and Jeronme Al and, a night
club perforner, were still there.

| NT. BROANSTONE - WOLFE' S OFFI CE - N GHT
Cramer is expounding. Wlfe listens with his eyes cl osed.

CRAMER
O course, none of them heard
or saw a thing. But Kanpf went
there to see one of those four
men and had his dog with him
My theory is that the dog is ny
W t ness.

WOLFE
The ani mal seens quite
intelligent but | doubt if it's
up to answering questions.

CRAMER
He saw and heard it all. It's
possi bl e he was actually present
when Kanpf was killed. That's
why we want to take it there,
to see which door it goes to.
W're going to do that now |
gotta man out in nmy car who
knows dogs.

Craner stands up.
WOLFE
( MORE)

Ar chi e.

( CONTI NUED)

14

15

12
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 15 13
CONTI NUED: 15

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Go | ock yourself in your room
with the dog and stay there
until 1 notify you. Even
| nspector Cranmer will think
tw ce about breaking down a
door .

CRAMER
What you tal ki ng about ?

WOLFE
Go!

Bef ore Cranmer can say anything el se, Archie skedaddl es.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| went. It was either that or
quit ny job on the spot and |
resign only when we haven't got
conpany. Jet was waiting
patiently where I left him

| NT. BROANSTONE - ARCHI E'S ROOM - NI GHT 16
Archie cones in. Jet |ooks up but does not conme to Archie

until told to do so. Archie is inpressed. The SOUND of
RAI SED VO CES and then the door sl anm ng.

ARCHI E
Al clear?
WOLFE (O S.)
NO Wait until | bolt it!
(beat))
Al right!
ARCHI E

You stay here.
Jet doesn't want to but he does.
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFICE - N GHT 17
Archie enters and Wl fe snaps.
WOLFE
A pretty ness. You sneak a dog

in here to badger ne and now
this?

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS
CONTI NUED:

He | eaves.

10-4-01 VH TE 17

ARCHI E
Forget it. You' re the one who
bollixed this up. And al
because you felt sorry for an
or phan.

WOLFE
| had thought that ny
disinclination to permt a
policeman to stormin here and
comrandeer any person or object
whi ch struck his fancy was shared
by you.

ARCHI E
It is. Wthin reason

WOLFE
Don't be anbiguous. Cearly
the sinplest way to settle the
matter is to find out who killed
M. Kanpf.

ARCHI E
Oh. O course. That foll ows.
And we have the prinme wtness
sitting upstairs.

WOLFE
A witness who can't testify.
We nust do better than that.
Luckily we have the pretext for
an i medi ate exploration. You
can go there to get your

rai ncoat .

ARCHI E
You nmean now?

WOLFE
Yes.

ARCHI E

"1l be dammed. No client, no
fee, no nothing except a dog
with a wide skull for brain
room | will be dammed.

{AGE -

END ACT ONE}

17

14
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 18

EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - N GHT 18

Archi e approaches. There are no lights on any floor but the
ground floor. He goes up the stairs to the list of nanes
and buzzes the name MEEGAN. No click fromthe door. He
tries the door, it won't open. He tries four buzzes. Nada.

Archi e cones back to the sidewalk. He finds a perch on a
fire hydrant. The LIGHTS in the first floor apartnent go
out. Archie shifts his position for a better |ook.

Tal ento cones down the stoop and gl ances at Archie as he
passes him Archie considers the situation and then checks
out the street. He sees a FIGURE energe fromthe shadows
across the street and starts strolling down the opposite
side of the street after Victor.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Sl oppy. | would have waited
ten nore paces before | started.

Archie counts to ten and then starts tailing the tailer.
EXT. STREET - FURTHER DOWN - NI GHT 19

TALENTO cones down foll owed by the FI GURE on the other side
of the street. ARCHE follows behind them on Talento's
side. Talento stops, the Figure stops. But Archie keeps
com ng. Wen he gets abreast of the Figure, they exchange a
| ook. Archie tips his hat. He then noves on to catch up

wi th Tal ento.

Talento stiffens as Archie begins to gain on him They reach
a streetlight.

ARCHI E
Victor Tal ento?

TALENTO
No commrent.

He keeps going. So does Archie.

ARCHI E
' mnot a reporter.
TALENTO
"' m not interested.
ARCHI E
Ckay.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS
CONTI NUED:

10-4-01 VH TE 19

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
And if you're out for a m dnight
stroll, forget it, sorry |
interrupted. But if you're
headed for sonmething you'd |like
to keep private - you ought to
know - you got a hom cide dick
on your tail.

(Tal ento stops)

Don't scream or | ook around or
he'll know lI'mtelling you.

TALENTO
s this your good deed for the
day?

ARCHI E
No. |'m Archie Goodwin and |I'm
out dowsing for Nero Wl fe.

TALENTO
Who hired Wl fe to investigate?

ARCHI E
| don't know. He says he needs
the practice. |'m hel pi ng out
by | ooking for a seam

TALENTO
| can't help you. A woman phoned
me and | arranged to neet her,
but she has nothing to do with
this business and | have no
right to expose her to
enbarrassnent. Dammit. | can't
be sure of shaking that man
of f.

ARCHI E
O me.

TALENTO
You nean you would foll ow nme?

ARCHI E
| need practice, too. Too bad
you don't want to reciprocate.

TALENTO

| see you've earned your
reputation as scum Goodw n.

( CONTI NUED)

19

16
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W TNESS  10- 4- 01 WH TE 19
CONTI NUED: ( 2) 19

ARCHI E
You're the one who's going to
expose your lady friend.

TALENTO
"' m neeting her three bl ocks
fromhere. You mght be willing
to go tell her I'"mnot com ng.

ARCHI E
Sure. \Were's the appointnent?

TALENTO
The woman's nane is Jewel Jones,
she's extrenely pretty and she'l
be at the sout heast corner of
Chri stopher and G ove at
m dnight. Tell her 1'Il get in
touch with her tonorrow.

ARCHI E
Ri ght .

Tal ento hol ds out his hand, but Archie shakes his head.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
See - the problemis: How do |
know I' m not shaki ng hands with
a nurderer?

They wal k of f in opposite directions.
W PE TO
EXT. STREET - N GHT 20

Archie is sitting on a stoop, waiting. He checks his watch.
A COUPLE go by. Then a TAXI pulls up and JEVEL JONES gets
out and pays the driver. She | ooks around.

ARCHI E
M ss Jones? Victor.

JEVEL
Who are you?

ARCHI E
Victor sent ne with a nessage.
|"ve ante'd half of your nane
and half of his. So it's your
turn.

( CONTI NUED)

17
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W TNESS 10- 4-

CONTI NUED:

Jewel suddenly

She t akes Ar chi

01 VH TE 20
JEWEL
But who are you?
ARCHI E
['ll count to ten. One two
t hree four.
JEWEL

My nane is Jewel Jones. His is
Vi ctor Tal ento.

ARCHI E
That's the girl.
(v.Q)
| gave her the whole crop.
(Archie talks. Jewel
listens grow ng annoyed.)
And by the tinme | finished she'd
devel oped a heal thy frown.

JEVEL
Damm it. Cone and put nme in a
t axi .

ARCHI E
"1l be glad to. W' re going
to Nero Wi fe's pl ace.

JEVEL
We? Are you crazy?

ARCHI E
It's either that or | take you
to a Hom ci de sergeant naned
St ebbi ns and you two can di scuss
why you and Victor Talento didn't
want to be seen together.

turns it on.

JEVEL
"Il discuss it with you. |
woul dn't mnd that. We'll go
sonmewher e

e's armw th both hands.
JEVEL (CONT' D)
| want to talk to you. | know

you're the kind of man I could
talk to. You'd understand.

( CONTI NUED)

20

18
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W TNESS 10-15-01 Pl NK 20
CONTI NUED: (2) 20
They wal k towards seventh avenue, armin arm

ARCHI E
You know, you coul d probably
thaw me in four or five hours;
your voice could thaw a
refrigerator, but we just don't
have tine.

Archie sees a taxi and flags it. She pouts prettily as she
gets in.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
O course that didn't stop her
fromtrying.

W PE TO
EXT. BROWNSTONE - STOOP (STUDI O)- NI GHT 21

Archie and Jewel nmount the steps and ring. Fritz undoes the
chain bolt and opens the door.

ARCH E (V.Q)
And | was feeling quite brotherly
by the time we got to the
brownst one on 34th Street.

Fritz | ooks wonderingly at the very pretty Mss Jones as
Archie returns the raincoat to its place.

FRI TZ
Good evening, M. Goodw n.

ARCHI E
Good evening, M. Brenner.
Wbul d you conduct M ss Jones
into the front roon? She's
conme to marry M. Wl fe.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - N GHT 22

Wlfe is at his desk reading. Archie sees Jet as he enters.
He | ooks at the prayer rug, |ooks at Jet.

ARCHI E
| see you' ve nmade sone advances
with "ny" dog.

( CONTI NUED)
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22 CONTI NUED:

WOLFE
The creature was al one and
whi ning in your room And
hungry.

( CONTI NUED)

22

19A
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22 CONTI NUED: (2) 22

ARCHI E

| " ve brought conpany. Before |

i ntroduce M ss Jewel Jones, | *

shoul d. ..
WOLFE

The tenants of 29 Arbor Street

are nen.
ARCHI E

| can't deny it.

WOLFE
Yet you produce a fenale.

ARCHI E
| can chase her out if you want.
| could have grilled her nyself
but it would have been risky.

WOLFE
Confound it.

(he stares at his book,
deci des, dog-ears the
book)

Bring her.

Archie exits.
W PE TGO

Archi e opens the door fromthe front roomto usher in Mss
Jones. Her preparation for a wistful smle is interrupted
as Jet junps to his feet and makes for her, making sounds of
doggy pleasure. He stops in front of her.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
| see. Can you tell us what
the dog's nane is, Mss Jones?

JEVEEL
That's funny. You're asking ne
what your own dog's nane is?

WOLFE
Pfui. Cbviously he knows you
wel |, and he bel onged to M.
Kampf. So you knew M. Kanpf
well. What is the dog' s nane?
JEVEEL

Boot sy.

( CONTI NUED)
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W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 22
CONTI NUED: ( 3)
She gives the dog an efficient pat, spots the red |eather

chair and goes to sit init. The dog follows her, waggi ng
his tail.

WOLFE

Good heavens. No ot her nanme?
JEVEEL

Not that | know of.
WOLFE

And your nane is Jewel Jones.
JEVEEL

Yes, | sing at a night club.

But |I'm not working now Believe
me, M. Wlfe, if I knew anything
that could help I'd be perfectly

willing to tell you, because

|"m sure you're the kind of man

t hat under st ands.

Archie reacts to her repeating herself.

WOLFE
| try to understand. You knew
M. Kanpf intimtely?

JEVEEL
Not lately, not for the past
two nonths. But for nearly a
year, we were...as you say.

WOLFE
When did you see himlast?
JEVEL
Inti matel y?
WOLFE
At all.
JEVEL

He canme to the club last nonth
and spoke to ne there.

WOLFE
There was no quarrel.

JEVEEL
VWhat was there to quarrel about?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Do you know M. Tal ento
intimatel y?

JEVEL
Vell, | used to |ive there.
WOLFE
Wth M. Tal ento?
JEVEL
No. | never live with a man.
| had the second floor apartnent.
But about two nonths ago, | got

alittle apartnent on East Forty
ninth Street.

WOLFE
Then you know the others, too -
M. Meegan, M Chaffee and M.

Al and?

JEVEL
| know Ross and Jerry, but who's
Meegan?

WOLFE

A tenant at 29 Arbor Street.
Second fl oor.

JEVEEL
Oh, well sure, that's the floor
| had. | hope they fixed that
damm table for him | hate
furni shed apartnents, don't
you?

WOLFE
In principle, yes. | take it

you now have your own furniture?
Supplied by M. Kanpf?

JEVEEL
(chuckl i ng)
| see you didn't know Phil Kanpf.

WOLFE
Not supplied by him then?

JEVEEL
A great big no.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
By M. Chaffee? M Al and?

JEVEL
No and No. Look M. Wlfe. A
friend of mne was m ghty nice
about that furniture and we'll
just leave it at that.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| could report the rest of it,
but it wouldn't get you any
further than it did Wlfe.
Around 1:30, | took her to Tenth
Avenue and put her in a taxi.

| NT. BROMWNSTONE - OFFI CE - LATER

Archie cones in. Fritz is serving Wl fe beer.

ARCHI E
Where's Boot sy?
WOLFE
No.
ARCHI E
VWhere's Jet?
WOLFE
Down in Fritz's room You don't
like him
ARCHI E

That's not true, but if it nmeans
you can't blanme himon ne, fine.
Craner's comng with a wit in
the norning to take him anyway.

WOLFE
No.

ARCHI E
| offer twenty to one. Before
noon.

WOLFE

That was roughly ny own estimte
of the probability, and it seened
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
an unfair manner to settle the
obl i gati on you brought upon us.
So | phoned M. Craner and
arranged for you to be present
t hroughout the fatuous
performance the police have in
mnd. Wile there, you may
fl ush soneone nore contributive
to a solution than that volatile
dem rep.

ARCHI E
"Il have to | ook that up, but
| resent it on principal.

{A&E: END ACT TWO

EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY { DAY TWD}

Archi e and Jet

approach the door, Jet stylishly attached to

Archie by a cord. Purley Stebbins waits with a roly poly
man with rimess gl asses, LOFTUS, the dog expert.

As the dog and
to Archie.

LOFTUS
Vell, well. Fine animal. What's
hi s nane?

ARCHI E
Boot sy.

LOFTUS

No. A hell of a nane. Wo did
that to you boy?

dog expert get acquainted, Stebbins gets close

STEBBI NS
He shoul d have bit you when you
ki dnapped hi m

ARCHI E
You got it twisted. [It's wonen
that bite me. 1've often
wonder ed what woul d bite you.
LOFTUS
Where was the body?
STEBBI NS
At the bottom of the stairs.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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STEBBI NS ( CONT' D)
The tenant socked himin his
apartnent and used the |leash to
finish him It took a |ot of
nerve to carry the body down
the stairs to the |lower hall.
O course the dog was al ready
outside on the sidewal k. Talento
had chased hi m out.

LOFTUS
So Talento's cl ean?

STEBBI NS
No. Nobody's clean. If it was
Tal ento, he just put the dog in
the vestibule first, brought
the body down and then |l et him
out when he left. Anything
wong wth that?

LOFTUS
It depends on the dog. There
wasn't any bl ood.

STEBBI NS
Then that's how I'm buying it.
Come on, we've al ready prepped
t he tenants.

W PE TO
I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - TALENTO S DOOR (101)- DAY 25

As he swings it open the door. Loftus stands behind Jet.
Talento is dressed to go out.

TALENTO
Hel | o, Boot sy.

The ot her nmen groan as he pats Bootsy. Stebbins cones up.

STEBBI NS
Godammit! | told you not to
speak!

TALENTO
Oh. So you did. I'msorry, |
forgot. Do you want to try it
agai n?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEBBI NS
No. That's all. Come on.

ARCHI E
You said in your statenent you
didn't know the dog.

TALENTO
What ?

ARCHI E
You thought it was a stray; you
chased it out.

TALENTO
| was in a hurry. | amin a
hurry now. The District Attorney
wants to see ne downt own.

He cones out and pulls the door behind him
W PE TGO
| NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN 'S DOOR (201) - DAY

Meegan opens his door (identical to Talento's, but 201),
Scow i ng.

STEBBI NS
Take a | ook at the dog. Pat
it.

VEEGAN
Pat it yourself.

STEBBI NS
Have you ever seen it before?

VEEGAN
No.

He slans the door. The nen | ook at the dog, who is
unaf f ect ed.

LOFTUS
You nust realize that a Labrador
can't be expected to go for a
man's throat. They're not that
ki nd of dog.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEBBI NS
Thanks. "Il remenber that.

W PE TO
I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - ALAND S DOOR (301)

St ebbi ns el bows his way past Loftus and pounds on Al and's
door (301). (ldentical to Talento's and Meegan's)

STEBBI NS
Come on, Al and!

ALAND (Q. S.)
The dog don't |ike ne.

STEBBI NS
The dog's on a | eash.

The door opens a crack. Stebbins pushes it open. Jet sees
Al and and i medi ately grow s.

ALAND
Once at a party at Phil Kanpf's,
l...1 didn't nmean to hurt it,
but it thought | did.
(Jet grow s)
What are you trying to do?
Frame ne?

STEBBI NS
We're making the rounds, M.
Aland. W didn't want to | eave
you out.

Al and slans the door. Jet barks indignantly.

W PE TO
| NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - ROSS CHAFFEE' S DOOR(401) - DAY
As he sweeps the door open. He's very handsone and wears an
artist's snock covered in paint. Qutside his door things
are decorated with two of his paintings, extra furniture.

He stares at Jet.

STEBBI NS
Ckay. Pat himthen.

He bends to Jet gracefully. He scratches his ears.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHAFFEE
Hey beautiful. Do you know
your master's gone? Gone for
good?
(he stands)
Anyt hing el se? |'mworking and
| like the nmorning |ight.

STEBBI NS
That's all thanks.

CUT TO
28 EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY 28
The three nen and the dog energe to the daylight.

STEBBI NS
Loftus. @G ve himthe dog.

ARCHI E
| amwlling to give you a
detail ed analysis of the dog's
conduct. It wll take about a
week.

STEBBI NS
Go to hell, and take that dumb *
dog with you.

Archi e noseys off with Jet. He stops to let Jet sniff around
and checks behind himas he sees the police cruiser pul
out. Then he | ooks around and sees a cab and hails it.

THE CAB

pulls up to the curb and Archie leans in. He pulls out a
five and hands it to the CABBIE

CABBI E
Cee, thanks. For what? Down
paynment on ny cab?

ARCHI E
You'll earn it, brother.

He opens the back door and invites Jet in.

CABBI E
Hey!

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
He's a nice dog. Take care of
himand when | return, |'ll be
reasonabl e.
(to Jet)

"Il be back when you see ne
com ng down the street.

29 EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY

Archie gets next to the list of names and pushes all the
buttons and keeps his hand on the doorknob. There is a click
and he opens the door.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Getting informati on was goi ng
to be tricky. M plan was to
et the tenants assune - after
seeing me with the dog and Purl ey
Stebbins - that | worked with
t he Hom ci de division, but that
meant | couldn't bring up Jewel
Jones because the cops m ght
not have got around to her yet.

30 I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY ALAND S DOOR - DAY

Archi e knocks on the door. Aland opens it.

ALAND
Look, | need ny sleep. | work
ni ght s.

ARCHI E

We just need to recheck sone
points, M. Aland. How |l ong
did you say R chard Meegan has
occupi ed the apart nent
downst ai rs?

ALAND
Ni ne days. N ne days. |I'll
spell it for you. He took it a
week ago Tuesday. |'ve told
you a dozen tines.

ARCHI E
Who was the previous tenant?
Just before him

ALAND
|"ve told you: a girl had it.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ALAND ( CONT' D)
|"ve told you she's a fine artist
and |'ve told you she got ne ny
job at the night club where
wor K.
(raking his hair)
Die like a dog. That's what
poor Phil did. He died like a
dog.
ARCHI E
Did she know Philip Kanpf?
ALAND
Who? Jewel? | guess so. Sure
she did. Poor Phil died |like a
dog. Like a dog, | tell you.
He shuts the door. Archie starts to head upstairs.
W PE TO
| NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN S DOOR - DAY 31

Meegan stares suspiciously out a half opened door at Archie.

ARCHI E
W just want to re-check..

VEEGAN
Haven't | seen you before?
Yeah. Wien | was in Nero Wil fe's
office. Yeah.

ARCHI E
That's right. ['moften there
on business. Now |I'm here on

busi ness.

(opens not ebook)
How did you cone to take this
apartnent ?

VEEGAN
Ch ny god.

ARCHI E

You could have omtted sonething
i nportant, M. Meegan.

( CONTI NUED)
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VEEGAN
(rattling it off)

"' ma commercial photographer.
In Pittsburgh. Two years ago,

| married a girl. Margaret
Ryan. Seven nonths |ater she
left me. She left Pittsburgh,
too, anyway | couldn't find her
and her famly didn't hear from

her.
ARCHI E
Did you go to the police?
VEEGAN
No. | didn't want to. You
want a better reason, but that's
m ne.
ARCHI E

"1l skip that. Go ahead.

VEEGAN
Three weeks ago | go to a show
at the Art Institute. There
was an oil, a big one: "Three
Mares in a Pasture". |t was
three wonen in it, eating apples.
One of themwas ny wife. |
knew the mnute | saw her.

ARCHI E
What did you do?

VEEGAN
The artist's signature was Ross
Chaffee. The catal ogue said he
lived in New York. And so
cane here.

I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - CHAFFEE' S DOOR - DAY
( FLASHBACK)

Chaffee greets Meegan. Meegan tal ks but Chaffee keeps shaking
his head. Meegan gets aggressive.

MEEGAN (V. Q)
He fed nme this line - he used
so many different nodels for
his pictures, that it was
i npossi ble to renenber which
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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MEEGAN (V. Q) (CONT' D)

was which. It was so phony |
got alittle tactless with him
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33 I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN S DOOR - DAY

Archie is taking notes.

VEEGAN
"' ma photographer. | m ght
forget a nodel | see for a day,

but this dolly sat for himfor
a nonth at least. So he was a
phony.

34 EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Meegan talks with O sen, holding a "TO LET" sign. Talento
cones out and eyeballs him Meegan | ooks truculent. TWO
MODELS acconpany MR BRAUNSTEIN on their way up to Chaffee's.

MEEGAN (V. Q)
Com ng in the house, |1'd seen
a sign that there was an
apartnent to let and so | rented
it. | wanted to be as close as
| could to Chaffee and the people
who canme to see him There
wer e nodel s, of course, And
Al and and Talento. And a nan
who Chaffee said buys his stuff.
H s nane was Braunstein.

W PE TO
35 I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN S DOOR - DAY

ARCHI E
Uhuh. And what did you |earn
fromPhilip Kanpf?

VEEGAN
Not hing. | told you | never
saw himor heard of him |
told you tw ce

ARCHI E
What would you say if | said
you were seen with him

VEEGAN
|'d say you were a dirty liar!

He slanms the door. ON ARCH E'S REACTI ON W PE TO
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I NT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - CHAFFEE' S DOOR - DAY 36

Chaffee | ounges at the door. He holds two fat paint brushes
which he idly uses to decorate the door of his apartnent as
he tal ks.

CHAFFEE
My dear sir. Do you nmean to
say you think I'mlying?

ARCHI E
There are those who find it
hard to believe, M. Chaffee,
that you couldn't renmenber who
nodel ed for such an inportant
pai nting.

CHAFFEE
To what end? Wat deep design
am | cherishing?

ARCHI E
Look, M. Chaffee. | don't
expect a man |ike you to pass
out dirt just for the hell of
it, but any dirt that's connected
with this nmurder is com ng out,
and if you are keeping sone to
yourself you're a bigger foo
t han you | ook.

CHAFFEE
Quite a speech
ARCHI E
Thanks. You make one.
CHAFFEE
You have ny opinion of Kanpf,
whom | knew quite well; he was

in some respects adm rabl e but
he had his full share of faults.

ARCHI E

| gather, despite his

i nheritance, he was not free

with a buck.
CHAFFEE

Yes, that. And he had a

peculiar, a cruel sense of hunor. *
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CHAFFEE ( CONT' D)
But that's hardly a reason to
be killed...Look, I'mlosing
the |ight.

( CONTI NUED)
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Archi e gestures: go on.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 37

Archie is finishing a phone call, Jet at his feet, when Wlfe
parades in carrying his norning orchid. Jet imediately

gets up and goes to sit at Wlfe's feet, on the prayer rug.
Wl fe pats himbefore he sits. They exchange | ooks - Wlfe

i s defensive; Archie snug.

WOLFE
Well? Proceed.

He | eans back, closes his eyes. Archie starts to report.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| reported. Wen | cane to the
end, he asked no questi ons.
| nst ead, he opened his eyes,
and started giving orders.

WOLFE
Call the..
ARCHI E
"' mway ahead of you. | called

the Art Institute of Pittsburgh.
The show seen by M. Meegan
ended a week yesterday. The
picture was lent by a M. Herman
Braunstein of New York, also
seen by Meegan at 29 Arbor
Street. It was shipped back to
hi m by express four days ago.

WOLFE
Get him
ARCHI E
No. | don't think so. He may

be a poop. Wiy don't | go to

t he resi dence w t hout phoni ng?
It's probably there, and if |
can't get in you can fire ne.

I "' m thinking of resigning anyhow.

Archie gets up and goes out.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Since it was ny idea, he had
his doubts, but he bought it.

| NT. BRAUNSTEI N APARTMENT - DAY 38

Archi e cases the joint which would confortably house
airplanes. He is wearing two caneras and carries a portable
light. MRS. BRAUNSTEIN, a tall, dignified dane, appears.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| explained to Ms. Braunstein
that a client of mne wanted to
phot ograph "Three Mares in a
Pasture" for his collection.
When | had invented all the
identification she required,
she led ne through the arch
into a roomnot quite as big as
Madi son Square Garden

Ms. Braunstein |leads Archie to the living roomand points.
Archie raises his canmera and starts photographing the
pai nting. He focuses on one particular portion of the three
wonen eating apples and starts taking cl ose-ups.
MULTI PLE | NSERTS OF THREE MARES | N A PASTURE: 39
And we get closer and closer to Jewel Jones's smling face.
CUT TO

{A&E: END ACT THREE}

| NT. BROANSTONE - WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY 40

The phone rings. Wlfe reluctantly puts down his book and
pi cks up the phone.

WOLFE
Whom do you want ?

| NTERCUT W TH:
| NT. BRAUNSTEI N APARTMENT - DAY 41
Archi e has borrowed Ms. B s phone.
ARCHI E

That's a hell of a way to answer
t he phone.

( CONTI NUED)
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41

WOLFE
Yes or no?

ARCHI E
|'ve seen the picture, and I
woul dn't have thought the
stallion had it in him It
glows with color and |life and
the bl ood seens to pul sate under
t he warm skin. ..

WOLFE
Shut up! Yes or No?

ARCHI E
Yes. You have net Ms. Meegan.
Wul d you like to neet her again?

WOLFE
| woul d.

W PE TO

42 I NT. JONES APARTMENT - HALLWAY - DAY 42

The door opens to reveal Jewel Jones posing in a very nice

bl ue negli gee.

She' s shocked,

Archi e keeps his distance.

JEVEL
Ch, Archie. | wasn't sure |
shoul d see you, but | couldn't
resist...

ARCHI E
Cut it, doll. 1've just cone

from Harold Braunstein's
apartnent where |'ve seen the
nost interesting picture.

but she recovers nicely.

JEVEL
VWhat? Cone in and tell...

She steps forward and puts a hand on his arm He renoves

it.

ARCHI E
Sorry. But I'mafraid of young
mares. One kicked ne once. So
"Il wait here while you change.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

36



42

43

W TNESS 10-4-01 VH TE 42
CONTI NUED:

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Don't put on anything red. M.
Wl fe dislikes red. He |ikes
yellow. Go on

JEVEEL
But. ..

ARCHI E
G on. O 1'll go get Richard
Meegan.

She gasps and does not recover.

W PE TO

| NT. BROWNSTONE - WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

JEVEEL
Don't call nme Ms. Meegan!

WOLFE
| was only stressing the fact
that your identity is not a
matter for discussion. Legally,
you are Ms. Richard Meegan
Sit down pl ease.

JEVEEL
Al right!

Jewel flounces to a chair, pull a handkerchief from her
and dabs at her eye make up.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Wl fe was in as bad a hunor as
she was. He had been conpell ed
totell Fritz to postpone |unch.

WOLFE
You are a conpetent liar, nmadam
Your of fhand denial of know ng
M. Meegan | ast night was better
t han conpetent. Wen did M.
Chaffee tell you that your
husband was in town | ooking for
you?

JEVEEL
| didn't say he had.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Don't be preposterous. Wen
the police learn it was you..

JEVEEL
They don't have to | earn about
me, do they?

WOLFE
Pf ui .

JEVEL
Wait. Wiy | didn't think of it
before? You're a detective,
you hel p people in trouble and
l"'min trouble. 1'll pay you
to help ne.

WOLFE
Not now, not ever, M ss Jones.
When did M. Chaffee tell you
t hat your husband was here
| ooki ng for you?

JEVEL
You won't even listen to ne.

WOLFE
Talk sense and | will.

JEVEL
My husband was | eal ous about ne
before we got married and then

after, he got worse. It got
bad. Really bad. Finally, it
got so bad | left. | canme to
New York, found a job and nade
friends. | nodel ed for Ross
and Phil Kanpf found ne a job
singing. | thought | was safe.

Then all of a sudden Ross phoned
me that ny husband was here.
begged himnot to tell.

WOLFE
An idiotic strategy.

JEVEL
The only reason he wants to
find ne is so he can kill ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Has he ever killed anyone?
JEVEEL
| didn't say anyone. | said
me. | don't know what it is.

Men just go for ne.

WOLFE
Dd M. Aland and M. Tal ento?

JEVEEL
They're good friends of m ne.
They said they wouldn't tel
and they didn't.

(openi ng her purse)

| can pay you forty dollars to
start with. To start. |'m not
just in trouble, 1'min danger
of ny life, really I am You're
not |istening!

He's not. He's watching his forefinger nmake little circles
on his desk blotter. Jewel and Jet | ook at him concerned.
Jewel | ooks at Archie, who closes his eyes and does the sane
thing. Then, Wl fe speaks to Archie.

WOLFE
Get M. Chaff ee.

Archie gets Chaffee on the phone.

JEVEL
No! | don't want himto know. ..

WOLFE
Nonsense. Everyone will have
to know everyt hi ng.

She whi npers and renonstrat es.

ARCHI E
(i nto phone)
M. Chaffee? Nero Wlfe wants
to speak wth you

WOLFE
M. Chaffee. | need to speak
with you and the other tenants
of 29 Arbor Street. O course
it's inportant.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Well, if you want it to take
| ess tinme, then you should bring
the other tenants with you. O
course, all of you. How should
| know how you will do it?
coul d suggest that if M. Meegan
is balky, you mght as well
tell himthat his wife is
here. ...
Jewel leaps fromher chair across the desk at Wl fe, who
backs away. Jet |eaps at her as does Archie
JEVEEL
No! Don't tell him Ross!
Don't bring him Don't...
At this point, Archie grabs her shoul ders and yanks her back
so that he lands in the red | eather chair with her on his
| ap. She is by no neans through, so he wwaps his arnms around
her, pinning her arnms to her sides, whereupon she starts
ki cking his shins. Finally she goes linp. Archie and Wlfe
exchange | ooks.
WOLFE
Truly, an affecting sight.
W PE TO
| NT. BROAWNSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY 44

Fritz lets the three nen in - Chaffee, Al and and Tal ento.
Then Meegan cones in after. The others look at himlike a
pariah. Archie cones down the hall.

ARCHI E
Greetings.
(on their reactions)
Before you ask, | will be happy

to discuss ny split personality

as a homcide dick and a private
eye with you after you've tal ked
to M. Wl fe.

TALENTO
You doubl e crosser! You used
me as an opportunity to drag
Jewel Jones into..

The others chime in with their conplaints.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
Aah, go clinb a rope.
Archie pulls out his gun fromhis shoul der holster. This
stops all of them dead.
ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
What with M ss Jones's theory
t hat her husband m ght kill her
on sight and the fact that one
of you did kill Poor Phil,
have taken a precaution.
He smles. Shrugs. Puts it back.
ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
It's just a precaution. But
it's | oaded.
He pats them down from shoul ders to ankles. Not unkindly.
He shows themto the office. As he passes the door of the
front room he notices that it opens a crack.
ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
| kept Mss Jones in the front
roomuntil | had them seated in
the office.
W PE TO
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 45

Archie finishes seating the nen in chairs facing Wlfe. Jet
lies on his carpet. Wlfe |ooks at the door to the front
room Archie goes to the door and opens it to reveal Jewel.
Meegan junps up and starts for them

VEEGAN
You little whore...

Jewel ducks behind Archie with a shriek. Talento and Al and
junp to their feet.

TALENTO
See what you' ve done, Goodw n!

ALAND
Don't you call her...you don't
owe hi m anyt hi ng, Jewel.
Not hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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Archie stiff arns Meegan and backs himtowards his seat.
Tal ento and Al and step to either side.

( CONTI NUED)

45
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Archie puts Jewel in a chai
straight at her. She can't

r next to his. Meegan stares
pul | her eyes off the ground.

ARCHI E (V. 0O.)

She had t he
bit down to
ot her hand,

bel i eve t hat

damsel in distress
a science. On the
| had begun to

she had a reason

WOLFE
VWhen this hubbub is over, 1'l]

proceed. |
to work on t

have not been hired
hi s case;

(The SOUND of the door bel

and Fri
The only cl

tz answering it.)
ent | have is a

dog...and he cane to ny office
by i nadvertence.

He stops. He | ooks at Archie.

ARCHI E
| put the chain bolt on.

Fritz appears.

FRI TZ

| nspector Cr

aner, sir.

WOLFE

| suppose it

Cranmer and St ebbi ns appear

was to be expect ed.
W PE TGO

in the office door.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)

Luckily, M.
chair is uno
(Cramer

Craner, your usua
ccupi ed. _
hovers, undeci ded

as to whet her he shoul d

subm t)
You know t he
cour se, but
current name

gent | enen, of
not the lady. Her
is Mss Jewel Jones.

Her legal nanme is Ms. Richard

Meegan.

CRAMER
Meegan. Meegan's wife? The

one in the p
you get her?

icture? Were did

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

WOLFE
That can wait. No interruptions.
No demands for thirty m nutes.

CRAMER
| don't have to...

WOLFE

| f you interrupt again, by
heaven, you can take them all
down to your quarters and stew
it out yourself. You know
everything there is to know.

(Craner sighs. Sits.

Wl fe turns to the three

men. )
But before I conme to that, one
point: | offer no conment on

your guile with M. Meegan. |
wi |l even concede that there
was a flavor of gallantry in

it, but what you could not know
was that M. Meegan had been to
see nme that norning.

CHAFFEE
VWhat ? Meegan hired you?

TALENTO
| knew sonet hing wasn't right.

WOLFE
| refused the job and he storned
out in a tenper, taking M.
Goodwi n'' s rai ncoat instead of
hi s own.

CRAMER
W know all that. Wat | wanna
know i s. ..

WOLFE
Hackneyed and dull. M. Meegan.
Sonme two hours ago, | |earned
that you maintain that you never
met Phil Kanpf. | would |ike

to hear it straight fromyou.
Did you ever neet Philip Kanpf
alive?

VEEGAN
No.

( CONTI NUED)
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45 CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

WOLFE

You don't wish to qualify that?
VEEGAN

No.
WOLFE

Then whose rai ncoat hangs on
the rack in the hallway?

VEEGAN
What are you tal ki ng about ?

WOLFE
The raincoat you brought into
this house is in the hall now.
There on the rack.

VEEGAN
| heard of your tricks, Wlfe.
You pl anted sonet hing there.

WOLFE
Il wll now ask the question
that no one has had the wit to
ask in this whole investigation:
Wy did the dog follow M.
Goodwi n t hrough the turnoil of
the city? M. Goodwin is willing
to believe, as many nen are,
that he is irresistible both to
dogs and wonen and doubtl ess
his vanity inpeded his intellect
or he would have reached the
same conclusion that | did.
The dog did not follow him he
foll owed the coat.

CRAMER
That snells. How can you account
for Kanpf's dog foll ow ng
Meegan's coat ?

WOLFE
| couldn't. | can't. However,
it was unquestionably M. Kanpf's
dog, therefore it couldn't have
been M. Meegan's coat. It is
better than a conjecture that
it was M. Kanpf's coat.

( CONTI NUED)
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VEEGAN
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Where did you get it, M. Meegan?

VEEGAN
This is a dirty frane.

WOLFE
That it is M. Kanpf's can be
readi |y established by exam ning
it.

VEEGAN
You can't prove that's the coat
| left here.

WOLFE
| warn you. You are in deadly
peril.

VEEGAN

She fixed you agai nst ne!

WOLFE
Have you any expl anation of how
M. Kanpf's coat came into your
possessi on?

VEEGAN
No. And | don't need any, you
bi g bl ob!

WOLFE

Then you are done for, sir.

For your own coat nust be
sonewhere and | think |I know
where: in the police | aboratory.
I f you won't explain how you

got M. Kanpf's coat, then

expl ain how he cane to wearing
yours.

JEWEL
| knew it. | knew it! He want ed
to kill me! So he killed Phil.

Meegan springs up, so does Jet, barking and keeping himin

his chair. Stebbins grabs himand sits himback down.
| ook from Wl fe, Jet subsides and reseats hinself.

WOLFE
How do you know that, madanf

( CONTI NUED)
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JEVEEL

Because Phil told ne. He wanted
me to conme back to him |
woul dn't. So he told Dick he
knew the girl who posed for
that picture. Then he cones
and tells ne that if | don't
come back and be with him he'l
Dick howto find ne. So |
prom sed | would. And he
| aughed. He said he had to go
see Dick again anyway because
D ck had gone off with his
raincoat. Phil thought it was
funny that Dick had his raincoat
and he had Dick's w fe.

(to Meegan)
And 1'll bet that's just what
he told you, huh? | bet he
told you | was com ng back to
hi m and he thought that was a
good trade - a raincoat for a
w fe!

She giggles. But the giggles becones sobbing very quickly.
Archie stands to go help but the three nen are already there -
Chaffee, Al and and Tal ento. Her sobs increase. Stebbins
starts to cuff Meegan. Wl fe takes it for one second and

t hen skedaddl es.

CRAMER
Al right. Everybody's going
down to the station. Including
you, Wl fe. Hey, where are you

goi ng?

Wl fe ignores himand goes out, slanm ng the door behind
hi m

ARCH E (V.Q)
If there's one thing on earth
Nero Wl fe will not be in the
roomwith, it's a woman in
eruption.

Cramer has to hel p Stebbins get Meegan into handcuffs and it
isn't easy. He keeps up a stream of invective directed at
Jewel , whose sobs get nore lavish as Chaffee folds her into
his arnms. Craner and Stebbins try to get everyone to shut
up. Suddenly the door flies open again. Nero Wlfe fills

t he doorway. Everyone pauses, conpelled by his presence.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Jet.

( CONTI NUED)
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He gestures.
cl oses the door.

Stebbins. _
noi se ensues agai n.

| NT. MANHATTAN COURTROOM -

St ebbi ns | ooks at Craner.
They both | ook at Archie, who shrugs.

45
Jet taps obediently out the door to him Wlfe
Craner | ooks at
Then t he

{ ARE: END HOUR }

DAY THREE

The prosecuting attorney, MANDLEBAUM struts before the jury

maki ng hi s openi ng statenent
courtroomis packed, the press
appear to be paying attention,

in his patented style.

The
The Judge doesn't
He has patented a

box is full.
but he is.

country style to win the affection of juries.

MANDL EBAUM

The People w |

show t hat Leonard

Ashe engaged Marie Wllis to

spy on his wfe from her vantage
poi nt as an operator at the

Bagby Answers Tel ephone Messagi ng

servi ce.

And we wil |

prove,

beyond t he shadow of a doubt,

t hat when poor

Marie told him

t hat she could not go on and

had decided to tel
he nurdered her

hi s espi onage,
in cold bl ood.
He paces,

getting nore intense.

his wi fe of

MANDLEBAUM  ( CONT' D)

W will
Ashe was mad wit
his wife.

Ohsessed.

denonstrate that Leonard

h j eal ousy of
It woul d

be easy to portray this murder

as an act of passion.

But he

did not kill Marie WIlis when
she told him "No." He didn't
raise his hand in anger. He
wai ted until she was all al one
at her job, her back to him at
the switchboard, probably
answering a call. He canme up
behi nd her. She never knew
what was com ng, poor kid. And

now this rich sophisticated man

sits before you,

to buy a battery of

weal t hy enough
| awyers,

arrogantly confident that you

won' t
( MORE)

convi ct hi m because he is

( CONTI NUED)
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MANDLEBAUM  ( CONT' D)
a respectable man, married to a
famous woman. Don't let him
get away with it.

W PE TO

DONOVAN
Ladi es and Gentlenen. The State
has brought you this case out
of sheer laziness. Is it
pl ausi ble that nmy client killed
a woman because she refused to
spy on his wife? No. 1Is it
pl ausi bl e that a grown man woul d
kill to avoid enbarrassnment?
No. Is it plausible that in a
fit of rage, a respected
t heatrical producer killed an
aspiring actress because she
threatened to underm ne his
marriage? Possibly. M client's
wfe is a beautiful fanous wonan.
Leonard Ashe woul d be a f ool
not to be madly in love with
her. Even so, it's only a
theory. A possible explanation.
| can cone up with a hundred of
them The fact is that the
state has not one shred of
physi cal evidence which
indicates that nmy client ever
touched Marie WIllis, much |ess
gr abbed her and choked her to
death. In fact on finding her
body, he called the police. Is
this the behavior of a cold
bl ooded kil ler?

Mandl ebaum i ntervi ews w t ness, THE CORONER. He shows him a
gl ossy photo of the body of MARIE W LLIS

MANDL EBAUM
Is this a picture of the
deceased?

CORONER
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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MANDL EBAUM
What was your analysis of the
cause of death
Mandl ebaum shows a BLACK AND WHI TE GLOSSY 8 x 10 to the jury.

| NSERT: 8X10 G.OSSY - MARIE WLLIS STRANGLED AT HER
SW TCHBOARD STILL SITTING I N HER CHAI R

| NT. BAGBY ANSVERS | NC - FRONT ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK) 47
FLASHCUT: MARIE WLLIS reaches to plug in a call, from behind
her, hands rip off her headset, wap the cord around her

neck twice and pull. Marie's tries to screamand can't.

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY 47A

( CONTI NUED)
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CORONER (V. Q)
Strangul ation. The victims
w ndpi pe was crushed by an
electrical wire which was yanked
back and held taut around her
neck, tight enough to slice
into the flesh of her neck.

MANDEL BAUM (V. O.)
How | ong did the murderer have
to hold it.

CORONER (V. Q.)
Three to five m nutes.

MEMBERS OF THE JURY | ook at the picture and then at LEONARD
ASHE. Behind him ROBINA KEANE puts her hand on his shoul der.

MANDEL BAUM
The killer had to hold her,
dyi ng, choking, for that |ong?

DONOVAN
Your honor. ..

CORONER
Yes.

MANDEL BAUM

Your wi tness, M. Donovan.

JI MM E DONOVAN st ands. He | ooks at Ashe.

DONOVAN
Were there any fingerprints on
t he cord?

CORONER

O course not.

DONOVAN
O any bruise patterns, skin
under her fingernails?

CORONER
No.

DONOVAN
Any physi cal evidence of any
kind to connect ny client to
the body of the victim

( CONTI NUED)
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CORONER
Not in ny report.

DONOVAN
Thank you. Your honor, we woul d
like to nove for dism ssal The
State has not net the evidentiary
burden of proof in a capital
crine.

MANDEL BAUM

(J unmpi ng up) _
We can establish a clear notive,
your honor. By his own
adm ssion, he was there - This
man was i nsanely jealous of his
wife and this girl threatened
to...

The doors of the courtroom open and NERO WOLFE strides in.

H's floppy pirate hat, his coat, his gol d-capped cane. ARCH E
GOCDW N is right behind him The whole courtroom stops and
stares at his magnificent figure. WH SPERS can be heard:
"Wilfe. It's Nero Wlfe. Nero Wlfe." AN ENTERPRI SI NG
PHOTOGRAPHER t akes hi s picture.

Wl fe | ooks around. There are only two spaces left: on a
bench, between two wonen. One of themis gorgeous and one
of themis THE SMELLY WOMAN. Wl fe considers his options -
neither one pleases him He goes to sit next to the Snelly
Wman. She | ooks at himin noist surprise. Archie sits
next to the Gorgeous Wman. The JUDGE raps for order.

JUDGE
M. Wlfe. | amso happy you
could join us today for the
trial.

WOLFE

| am here only because | was
subpoenaed, sir.

JUDGE
Yes, and | believe the subpoena
stated that you should arrive
at 8 aam You are two hours
| ate, but | suppose we should
be grateful for small favors.
In this day and age, even the
hi ghest court in the |and nust
bow before the idiosyncrasies

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDGE (CONT' D)
of the fanous. And you, of
course, are very fanous. |
trust our accommodations suit
you? Are you quite confortable?
Wul d you care for us to repeat
the testinony which has been
gi ven?

WOLFE
That is unnecessary, your honor.
| amsure we wll be able to
follow the course of the trial

JUDGE
s it all right wwth you if we
go on, M. Wlfe.

WOLFE
| assure you, Judge, that |
w sh these proceedi ngs to be
concluded with as nuch di spatch

as justice will allow
JUDGE

Well, that's reassuring, M.

Wl f e.

(to Donovan)
| " m denyi ng your notion.
Conti nue M. Mandl ebaum

MANDEL BAUM
The State calls O yde Bagby.

( CONTI NUED)
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Archie settles in,

WOLFE
Why nmust | submt to this?

ARCHI E
Because a sumons to testify is
an occupational hazard if you
hope to collect fees from
clients.

WOLFE
| had no client.

ARCHI E
Only because you turned Leonard
Ashe down when he asked you for
hel p.

WOLFE
Confound it.

ARCH E (V.Q)
Nero Wl fe had been called to
testify as a key witness in the
murder trial of a girl he'd
never net. Leonard Ashe had
cone to the office to try to
hire himto get Marie Wllie to
spy on his wife. And Wlfe,
who gets hives at the idea of
being involved in marital
difficulties, refused. So
Leonard went and found Marie
himself. Two days later, she'd
been found dead at her post,
and Ashe had been fingered for
the job. Wlfe was the only
one in the city, besides the
victimand of course, ne, who
could testify to the extent of
hi s j eal ousy.

MANDL EBAUM
M . Bagby, you are the owner of
Bagby Answers, | nk.

BAGBY
| am The Ink stands for
i ncor por at ed.

( CONTI NUED)

as CLYDE BAGBY waddl es up to the stand.
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47A  CONTI NUED: (5)

WOLFE

47A
MANDEL BAUM
Coul d you describe it, please.
BAGBY
Well, it's a tel ephone answeri ng

service. \Wen you're a person
or a firmand you have a phone,
you're not only always there to
answer it. So you get a phone
answering service. 1've got
four different exchange districts -
G anercy, Plaza, Trafal gar, and
Rhi nel ander. | specialize in
private hones instead of firns.
When sonebody dials a client's
nunber, his |light goes on on
the switchboard and a buzz
synchroni zes wth the ringing
of the client's phone. How
many buzzes the girl counts
before she plugs in depends on
who the client is. W got sone
want her to plug in after three
buzzes, sonme want her to wait

| onger. | got one client, he
has the girl count fifteen
buzzes. That's the kind of
speci alized service | give ny
clients. The big outfits, the
ones with tens of thousands of
clients, they won't do that.

MANDEL BAUM
And the way the office on 69th
street is set up is unusual, is
it not?

BAGBY
Yes. It's an apartnent. See
on account of the | abor Iaw,
you can't have wonen working in
an office building after 2 am
And | have to give all night
service. So on 69th Street
|"ve got 4 girls working and
l[iving right there in the
apart ment .

tries to get confortable on the bench. THE SMELLY WOVAN
wears a W de feathered hat and has a | arge purse at her side.

( CONTI NUED)
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She smles at himdiffidently, but she does not make room
for himor seem aware that her feathers are in Wlfe's air
space.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. Q)
Wl fe's nbod was to be expected.
At this hour of the norning, he
shoul d have been sniffing his
cel ebrated coll ection of orchids.

BAGBY
W give specialized services.

MANDL EBAUM
Now, M. Bagby, please |ook at
the gentlenen in the dark blue
suit sitting next to the officer.
Do you know hi nf

He i ndi cates Leonard Ashe.

BAGBY
Sure, that's Leonard Ashe. He
arranged for 24 hour service on
hi s home phone, paid a nonth in
advance.

MANDEL BAUM
Then two days | ater he nade
contact with Marie WIllis and
offered her fifteen hundred
dollars to do what?

DONOVAN
Your Honor, the Assistant
District Attorney is testifying.

JUDGE
So he is. Let your witness do
his own testinony, M.
Mandel baum

MANDEL BAUM
O course. W'Il go the |long
way if that's what M. Donovan
prefers. Was Leonard Ashe's
nunber on Marie WIIlis's board?

BAGBY
Yes, sir.

MANDEL BAUM
Did he contact Mss WIIlis?

( CONTI NUED)
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BAGBY
Yes sir. He asked to neet with
her Well, he was a theatrica

producer and she wanted to be
an actress, so she asked ny
perm ssion to neet with him |
said, sure. Ashe asked her..

DONOVAN
| f your Honor pleases, the
wWtness can't testify as to
what Mss WIllis and M. Ashe
said to each other. He was not
present .

MANDEL BAUM
O course not. He is reporting
what Mss WIlis told himhad
been sai d.

JUDGE
That shoul d be kept clear. Do
you understand that, M. Bagby.
Only what she told you

BAGBY
Yes sir. Ashe said...she told
me Ashe asked her to listen in
on any phone calls to his
apartnment during the day. And
t hen every night, she was
supposed to phone himand report.
He gave her five hundred dollars
and prom sed her a thousand
nore if she went al ong.

MANDEL BAUM
M. Bagby, did Marie tell you
what kind of information she
was supposed to report.

BAGBY
She told me Ashe wanted her to
report on any extramarital
activity on the part of his
wfe.

MANDEL BAUM
And did she.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAGBY
She told himshe wanted to sl eep
on it and canme to see ne. She
sai d she knew she shoul d have
turned hi m down but she didn't
want to nmake hi m sore.

MANDEL BAUM
Mss WIlis initially agreed,
t hen?

BAGBY

Ch yeah. Until she found out
his wife was her idol, Robina
Keane. Marie studied acting

very seriously.

MANDEL BAUM
I n any case, can you confirm
that the night of her death,
Mss WIIlis had an appoi nt nent
to meet with M. Ashe?

BAGBY

| tried to talk her out of it.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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BAGBY ( CONT' D)
| rode with her in the taxi to
Ashe's office. | couldn't budge
her. She had given her prom se
to Ashe and wanted to w thdraw
it. She wanted himto know
that she was going to tell his
w fe.

The very beautiful ROBINA KEANE who sits on the front row
exchanges a loving glance with her husband, who | ooks haggard.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| had never worshi pped Robi na
Keane as ny idol, but | had
i ked her fine in a couple of
shows and she was giving a good
performance in her first and
only courtroom appearance -
ei ther being steadfastly | oyal
to her husband, or putting on
an act, but good in any case.
How she and her husband stood
with each ot her was anybody's
guess and everybody was guessi ng.
Sone said her husband was her
whol e worl d and sone that she
had only quit the stage to have
nmore tinme for certain prom scuous
activities. | wasn't ready to
vot e.

In the neantine, Wl fe is having his war with the Snelly
Lady. Unconscious of his disconfort, she runmages in her
purse and cones up with a lace trimed hanky and danps the
perspiration on her face. It's alnbst too nuch for Wlfe.

MANDLEBAUM ( O. S.)
So you didn't go up to Ashe's
office wth Mss WIIlis?

BAGBY (O S.)
No sir.

MANDLEBAUM ( Q. S.)
What did you do that evening,
after you saw Marie WIllis enter
that elevator to go up to Ashe's
of fice.

( CONTI NUED)
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52A

47A

BAGBY
| had to keep a dinner date
with a friend at a restaurant
on 52nd Street. Not long after
| got hone, the police called
to say Mss WIlis had been
found nurdered at 69th street.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BAGBY ANSVERS, |INC. - N GHT ( FLASHBACK) 48

The office is now a crine scene, as Bagby identifies Marie.
Leonard Ashe is there being questioned by PURLEY STEBBI NS.

BAGBY (V. O.)
They wanted ne to identify the
body. Leonard Ashe was al ready
there. He said a man phoned
him- a voice he didn't recognize -
and said if Ashe would neet him
at the office maybe they could

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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BAGBY (V. Q) (CONT' D)
talk sense into Marie. Ashe
said he found the door to the
of fice just standing open.

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY

BAGBY
When he saw her, he | eaned out
a w ndow and yelled for the
pol i ce.

Wl fe processes this cooment. He turns to Archie.

DONAVAN
Your honor, how does the w tness
know t hi s?

MANDEL BAUM
These facts are established by
the police report. M. Bagby
was there when it was taken.

JUDGE
Gentl enen. Cone forward.

WOLFE
W' re | eavi ng.

Archi e watches as Wl fe sidles past knees and heads for the
door. He foll ows.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| assumed sone vital need was
nmotivating hi msuch as phoning
Fritz to discuss the state of
t he shad roe we were to have
for |unch.

OM TTED
EXT. COURTHOUSE - ALLEY - DAY

Wl fe opens a side door, checks down the alley. He cones
out; Archie foll ows.

WOLFE
VWhich way is Centre Street? W
want a taxi and then | want a
word with you.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
No, sir. First a word from ne.
You were told you would foll ow
Bagby to the stand. |If you
want a taxi, of course, you're
goi ng hone and that will put
you in contenpt of court.

WOLFE
| "' m not goi ng hone.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
Ri ght. \Were are you goi ng?

WOLFE
To six-eighteen 69th Street.
"1l explain it on the way.

ARCHI E
| "' m goi ng back to the courtroom

WOLFE
No. [|'Il need you.

ARCHI E
Very touching. This had better
be very good.

WOLFE
It's preposterous.

ARCHI E
Yeah, it is. Let's go back
i nsi de.

WOLFE
| mean M. Mandel bauni s thesis.
| concede M. Ashe m ght have
murdered that girl. | concede
his state of m nd about his
wi f e approached mania. But his
solution was to hire soneone to
spy on his wife. A man reluctant
to undertake such a chore for
hi msel f, would be unlikely to
strangle a woman and then open
a w ndow and yell for the police.

ARCHI E
Maybe Ashe didn't go there to
kill her. But then he got nad.

WOLFE
Pfui. M testinmony wll support
the thesis M. Mndel baumis
presenting. |If Ashe is
convicted, it will be a judicial
transgression, and I wll not
be a party to it.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
You doubt Ashe's guilt and you
thi nk your testinmony will help
tag him so you' re scooting.

WOLFE
That's cl ose enough.

ARCHI E
Not for me. And don't try to
guff me that your finely honed
sense of justice is putting you
to work.

WOLFE
| can't go hone. |If | go hone
they will conme and drag ne back
to the w tness box.

ARCHI E
So why neke the sacrifice? For
who? For Ashe? Go back inside.

WOLFE
No. It's not what | like, it's
what | don't I|ike.

ARCHI E
VWhat ?

WOLFE

Being called as a witness is
one thing, being used to
corroborate a theory | can't
support is another, but being
forced to sit there on that
conf ounded bench with a snelly
worman pressed up agai nst nme...

ARCHI E
Oh. So that's how it stands.
Well, it's a fine day, the bank

account could use a shot in the
armand there's always a chance
that Ashe will be grateful.

Wl fe starts up the alley.
ARCHI E ( CONT' D)

| admt that woman was snelly.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
But | have a good nose and it
was Tissot's Passion Flower,
whi ch costs eighty bucks an
ounce.
WOLFE
It was snelly.
ARCHI E
What are you going to do at
69th Street?
WOLFE
| don't know.
ARCHI E
Good.
{A&E: END ACT ONE}
CUT TO
EXT. BAGBY ANSWERS, | NC - DAY 52

Archi e pays the cabbie and then opens the door for Wlfe.

ARCH E (V.Q)
The apartnent buil ding that was
t he hone of Bagby Answers, 1nk,
had | ast been pai nted about the
time | started working for Nero
Wl fe.

Wl fe emerges and arranges hinself, recovering fromthe horror
of the cab ride. He |ooks about magisterially and then faces
the steps. Archie looks with him It's a dunp. They | ook

at each other and start in for the door.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Wl fe and | were in a peculiar
position. Normally he thinks
up a batch of errands for ne
and sends ne out to do them
using nmy intelligence guided by
experience, while he sits hone
in his favorite chair reading
what ever book strikes his fancy
and dri nking beer provided by

Fritz.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
But that arrangenent was out
because if he went honme now,
the court would surely cone
get him Therefore, we had to
do errands together. | decided
to tackle the delicate question
of who was in charge.

(out 1 oud)

Since this is your first tinme
runni ng the kind of errands you
usually send me on, why don't
you take the | ead? Are we going
to be brush peddl ers or plunbers?

WOLFE
Don't be ridicul ous.

They go inside.
| NT. BAGBY ANSWERS, | NC. - FRONT ROOM - DAY 53

Wl fe enters the living roomof the apartnent, followed by
Archie. He glares at PEARL who works a board and is a
receptionist. The other two wonen, M SS HART and M SS VELARDI
wor k their boards.

WOLFE
| am M. Wlfe and this is ny
assistant, M. CGoodwi n. W've
just cone fromthe courthouse
where Leonard Ashe is being

tried.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
(on a l ook from Archie)
W' ve been sent to check on
subpoenas that have been served
on witnesses. Have you been

served?
PEARL
Um..Il...no.
WOLFE

Where are Mss Hart, M ss Vel ardi
and Mss Wltz? They were all
present on July 15th.

name, ALICE HART takes off her headphone and
M SS VELARDI does not turn around but sits
boar d.

ARCH E (V. Q)
It had been weeks since those
names had appeared in the papers,
but Wlfe's skull had a filing
system even better than Sau
Panzer's.

Wl fe's personal space.

ALl CE
Aren't you Nero Wl fe, the
detective?

WOLFE
Yes. You are Alice Hart?

ALl CE
(stepping closer)
Yes. \What do you want?

WOLFE
(st eppi ng back)
| want infornation.

ALI CE
(stepping closer)
We have no information. Wo
sent you here?

WOLFE

Aut oki nesi s.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
There's a cardinal flawin the
assunption that Leonard Ashe
killed Marie WIIis. It has
made ne curious and when |I'm
curious there is only one cure -
the whole truth, and | intend
to find it.

Alice Hart starts to tell Wlfe off, then changes her

ALl CE
Take ny board, will you, Pearl?
Mss Wltz has the day off, but
M ss Velardi and | can see you.
We'll go to nmy room

WOLFE

One nmonment, Mss Hart. A point
not covered in the newspaper
accounts.

(pointing at board)
Marie WIlis was found sl unped
over her swi tchboard. Presunably
she was seated at the sw tchboard
when the nurderer arrived. But
you |live here, you and the
others. |If the nurderer was
M. Ashe, how did he know she
was al one on the prem ses.

AL| CE
| don't know. Perhaps she told
hi m she woul d be. s that the
fl aw?

WOLFE

No. But | would prefer soneone
with surer know edge that she
was al one. Since she was snal |
and slight, even you are not

excl uded, or these others. Not
that | am now prepared to charge
you with nurder.

ALI CE
| hope not.

She |l eads themto a door at the end of the room into
hal |l wvay. Wl fe and Archi e exchange a | ook and fol |l ow.

( CONTI NUED)
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Archi e gl ances back at the room Bella and Pearl are not
| ooking after them but sit hunched over their boards, staring
strai ght ahead.

ARCH E (V. Q)
As | followed WIfe, | was
t hi nking that the reaction we
were getting was a little
exaggerated. It would have
been natural under the
ci rcunstances for M ss Vel ardi
and the other girl to turn in
their seats for a good | ook at
us, but they didn't. They sat
rigid, staring at their boards.

| NT. BAGBY ANSVERS - ALI CE'S BEDROOM - DAY 54

The roomis a surprise. There's a chair alnobst big enough
for Wolfe. The furniture is confortable and over the
mant | e. ..

ARCHI E
| may not be an art critic, but
isn't that a Van Gogh over your
fireplace?

ALl CE
VWhat's the fl aw?

WOLFE
|"mthe inquisitor, Mss Hart,
not you. Were did you get
t hat piece?

ALI CE
That's none of your business.

WOLFE
It certainly isn"t. But there
wll benolimt to ny
i npertinence with you. If you
refuse to say where you got it,
"1l put a man on it, a conpetent
man and he'll find out.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
You can't escape bei ng badgered,
madam the question is whether
you will suffer it fromne, or
face a prolonged inquiry anong
your friends by neddl esone nen.

ALl CE
VWhat does it matter where | got
the picture?

WOLFE
Probabl y not hi ng about you
matters. But the picture is a
treasure and this is an odd
address for it. Do you own it?

ALl CE
Yes.
WOLFE
What is your salary?
ALl CE
(tightly)

Ei ghty dollars a week.

WOLFE
Not enough for your extravagance.
An inheritance? Alinony?

ALl CE
| have never married. | had
sone savings, and | wanted it.
| wanted it. |If you save for
fifteen years, you have a right
to sonet hi ng

WOLFE
You have i ndeed. Where were
you the evening that Mss WIllis
was kill ed?

ALI CE
Qut in Jersey. In acar, with
Bella Velardi. To get cool ed
off - it was a hot night. W

got back after m dnight.

WOLFE
I n your car.

( CONTI NUED)

54

59



W TNESS  10- 15- 01 Pl NK 54
54  CONTI NUED: (2)

ALI CE
No, Helen Weltz let us take
hers. She has a Jaguar.

Archie whistles. To Wlfe.

ARCHI E
A Jaguar is quite a pricey
machi ne. Counting taxes and
extras, four thousand bucks
isn't enough. You couldn't
squeeze i nto one.

WOLFE
Has any client ever asked you
listen in on calls to his nunber.

ALI CE
Certainly not.

WOLFE
Did you know of Mss WIlis's
regard for Robi na Keane?

ALl CE
W all knew. Marie did
imtati ons of her.

WOLFE
When did she tell you of her
decision to tell Robina Keane
t hat her husband neant to spy
on her.

ALI CE
| didn't say she had.

WOLFE
Did you know t he boyfriend?
(on her 1o00k)
Marie WIlis's boyfriend, Quy
Unger ?

ALI CE
Not very well.

They continue tal king. Archie watches.
ARCH E (V.Q)
Wl fe was playing a gane | had

often watched himat, tossing
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Wl fe abruptly

54

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
balls at randomto see how t hey
bounced. It's a good way to
find alead if you haven't got
one, but it may take all day
and he didn't have it. If one
of the females in the front
roomtook a notion to call the
cops or the DA's office, we
m ght have visitors any m nute.
As for GQuy Unger, Mss Hart
gave the opinion that he and
Marie WIlis had enjoyed each
ot her's conpany but that's all.
She knew nothing of a crisis
t hat m ght have nmade Unger want
to end the friendship with a

pl ug cord.
ri ses.
WOLFE
That's all. For now. Send in
M ss Vel ardi .

( CONTI NUED)
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ALl CE
Her roomis next door. This
way.

She's out the door eagerly, but she waits for them

ARCHI E
Qbvi ously she doesn't want to
| eave us alone with Van Gogh.

W PE TO
| NT. BAGBY ANSVERS - M SS VELARDI 'S ROOM - DAY 55

It's a ness. Dainties on the chair backs and an unnade bed.
None of the drawers or doors are exactly closed. Alice shows
themin and di sappears. Wl fe hates the ness and sits hinself
down in a chair that is too small for him

ARCH E (V. Q)
Bella Vel ardi's cl oset door and
drawers were open to cracks of
various widths. One of the

reasons | amstill shy a wfe,
is the risk of getting a crack
| over.

WOLFE

Look ar ound.

Archie goes to work. He pulls the closet door open. A jungle
of duds bulges out. He closes it. He noves on to a stack

of paperbacks on a little table. He picks up the one on

t op:

ARCHI E
The library. One M stake Too
Many featuring a doubl e breasted
fl oozy shrinking froma nuscle
bound baboon. Ahah.

He picks up The Racing Form and Track Dope.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
She' s phil ant hropist. She
donat es dough to the cause of
equi ne geneti cs.

WOLFE
Meani ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
She bets on horse races.

WOLFE
Does she | ose nuch?

ARCHI E
She | oses. Probably tidy suns
since she takes two house
j our nal s.

WOLFE
Open drawers. Have one open
when she cones in. | want to
see how nmuch i npudence these
creatures wll tolerate.

Archie goes to the smaller chest. In the second drawer he
opens, he finds photographs, and he flips through them He
shows Wl fe one. Wlfe holds it up.

| NSERT: A SNAP SHOT

BELLA and HELEN VWELTZ with GJY UNGER in bathing suits on a
boat .

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Guy Unger.
(pockets it)
Find nore of him

At the SOUND of Bella approaching, Archie opens another drawer
of the small chest and inspects its contents. As Bella
enters, he shuts it in no hurry and turns. She sees it, and
he lets her see it, but she doesn't react.

She starts tidying up in a half-hearted way.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| was ready to neet a yelp of
i ndi gnation, but didn't have
to. Wth her sassy face and
sassier eyes, Bella Vel ardi
| ooked perfectly capabl e of
i ndi gnation, but her nerves
were too busy wth sonething
el se. She decided to pretend
she hadn't caught me wth her
drawer open and that was plain
screwy. It was a cinch these
phone operators had sonething
on their m nds.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLA
M ss Hart says you want to ask
me sonet hi ng.

WOLFE
Yes. If | put three
i nvestigators on the job of
finding out how much you | ost
| ast year betting on horses,
how | ong do you think it would
t ake t hen?

BELLA
Way, 1...1 don't know.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Wth luck, five hours. W thout
it, five days. It would be

sinpler for you just to tell
me. How nuch have you | ost?

BELLA
How do you know | 've | ost
anyt hi ng?

WOLFE

Archie. Resunme your search
There's fair chance that she
keeps a record of gains and
| osses.

BELLA
Look, M. Wl fe. There's no
secret about ny liking to bet,
but the anmbunts - that's
different. | have friends who -
well they don't want people to
know, so they give nme noney to
bet for them So it's about a
hundred doll ars a week, sometines
two hundred. | nmean, | only
make $65 doll ars a week.

Wl fe doesn't even dignify the lie with a comrent.

WOLFE
I n sunmer weat her, when one of
you is on duty there at night,
are the wi ndows open? The shades
up?

BELLA
When it's hot, yes.

WOLFE
It was hot July fifteenth.
Were the wi ndows up that night?

BELLA
| don't know, | was out in
Jersey. In a car with Alice

Hart. To get cooled off. W
got back after m dnight.

ARCHI E

Well, that settles that.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
One worman m ght concei vably
lie, but surely not two,
especially in the sane words.

WOLFE
| f the wi ndows were open and
t he shades up, woul d anyone
her senses have killed Marie
WIllis so exposed to view?
What do you think?

BELLA
Why, no. That woul d have
been...no, | don't think so.
WOLFE

Then she - or he - nust have
drawn the shades before

n

proceedi ng. How could Leonard
Ashe have managed that w thout

startling Mss WIlis?
BELLA

| don't know. He m ght have -

No. | don't know.

WOLFE
(produci ng snapshot)
When was this taken?

Bella junps up, grabs it. Wl fe holds on.
expl odes.

BELLA
You took that fromny drawer!
What el se did you take? GCet
out of here and stay out!

Wl fe returns the snap to his pocket. Rises
WOLFE
Conme, Archie. There seens to
be alimt after all.
| NT. BAGBY ANSWVERS, | NC. - FRONT ROOM - DAY

They go out. Alice Hart is waiting next to
grabs Wlfe's arm

Finally she

Pear| . Bell a

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLA
Wai t. | didn't mean to flare
up like that.

WOLFE
VWhen was the picture taken.

BELLA

About two weeks ago. Two weeks
ago Sunday. The other wonan is
Hel en Weltz and the man is CGuy
Unger. W were having a day on
his boat, that's all. CGuy and
Hel en and Ral ph and ne. Ral ph
is nmy boyfriend. And Cuy.
Well, since Marie died, he's
ki nda taken an interest in Marie.

(on a look fromAlice)

Look, I told Marie she was asking
for trouble going to M. Ashe
like that. | told her she was

asking for it and she m ght get
it. But she was so daddl ed on
Robi na Keane. Well, you couldn't
talk to her.

WOLFE
VWhere is Mss Wltz?

ALI CE
This is her day off.

WOLFE
| know. Wiere can | find her?

PEARL
She's probably at the place she
rented up in Westchester, near
Kat onah. Do you want nme to
phone and find out?

WOLFE
Yes, if you woul d.

Pear| places the call.
ARCHI E

Are we going to Katonah in a
taxi ?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
No. W are going to Pete's
garage for the car.

EXT. PETE S GARACE - DAY

Wl fe and Archie stand waiting for PETE to bring
fe

down. A UNI FORM COP passes them and gives W
Archie turns away; Wl fe, of course ignores it.

ARCH E (V. Q)
For nore years than | can
remenber, Inspector Craner of
Hom ci de has dreamed of | ocking
Nero Wl fe up, at |east over
night. And now, with Wilfe in
flight, his dreamwas close to
comng true. | didn't think
he'd be so excited he'd put out
an all points bulletin in that
regard, but seeing a cop give
Wl fe a second gl ance made ne
pause. | told nyself it was
just nerves. Wlfe's size and
carriage rated that nmuch notice

wi t hout any special stimnulation.

WOLFE
We could wal k home from here in
f our m nutes.

ARCHI E
| was expecting this. Yes,
sir. | knew it was comng -

it's your genius working. To

go to Katonah, we have to drive.

To drive we have to get the
car. To get the car we have to
go to the garage.

( MORE)

65A

W PE TO

t he car
t he eye.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
And the garage is so close to
home that we m ght as well go
and have lunch first. Once in
t he house, with the door bolted,
we coul d reconsider this insanity
of driving to Westchester.

Wl fe goes to a phoneboot h.

WOLFE
| should call Fritz.

ARCHI E
Yeah. Wiat's he cooking for
[ unch, | wonder.

WOLFE

Fritz? |If there are any callers,
tell themyou have not heard
fromus. Ah. No. Not at all.
| don't know about dinner. You
cannot expect us until we arrive.

(he hangs up, gl aring)
There have been four phone calls.
One froman officer of the court,
one fromthe District Attorney's
office, and two from I nspector
Cramer .

ARCHI E
Quch. Are you sure you don't
want to go hone?

WOLFE
Shut up.

ARCHI E
Yes, sir.

PETE drives up in the sedan and rolls up to a stop.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- DAY

The car bunps towards Helen's country cottage.

ARCH E (V. Q)
In his own confortable chair
surrounded by his books, Wlfe
can usually keep his genius
under control, but faced with a

per f unmed
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
woman, he ran away and now he
was stuck. He couldn't go back
to court. He couldn't go hone.
So he was headed into the wlds
of Westchester County to talk
to a woman who m ght be as snelly
as the one he had run from

WOLFE (V. Q)
Archie. Decrease the velocity
of this deathtrap.

ARCH E (V.Q)
If this deathtrap goes any
sl ower, we won't get there unti
next Tuesday.

They hit a bunp.

WOLFE (V. Q)
VWhat was that? Was that the
tire? Has it blown out? Stop
the car i mmedi ately.

ARCH E (V. Q)
No sir. That was called a bunp
and it is unavoidable in
West chester County. As a matter
of fact, we are headed into a
whol e nest of them so hold on.

EXT. COUNTRY HOUSE - DAY

Archie pulls the car up next to a yell ow Jaguar.
appear, drinks in hand, country clothes. Neither
or GQJY UNGER are feeling any pain.

ARCH E (V. Q)

The dash clock said 2:38 when
turned off a dirt road into a
rutted driveway and stepped on
the brake to avoid hitting into
a bright yellow Jaguar. Two
peopl e i mredi atel y appear ed.

Hel en Weltz | ooked bright and
friendly and not |ike a nurderer

at all. 1 wish |l could say GQuy
Unger did, but he just | ooked
nmean.

Two peopl e
HELEN WELTZ

( CONTI NUED)
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HELEN
You're Archie Goodwin? |'m
Helen Wltz. M. WIfe? It's
really you. Such a pleasure.
This is Guy Unger. Cone cone
cone this way. We're enjoying
the | ast gasp of autumm col or.

She | eads themto the OLD TREE in the shade of which a ful
bar has been set up on a rustic table. Wlfe |owers hinself
into one of the little wooden slatted chairs which have been
pai nt ed.

HELEN ( CONT' D)
(gaily)
VWhat will you have? W have
martinis and martinis
and...martinis. O if you're
cold, I can fix you a hot toddy.
(Wlfe gives a stiff silent
shake of his head)
Ohhh.  You m ght as well.
O herwi se you cane all this way

for nothing. 1| don't know
anything. | was out on the
Sound on a boat with M. Unger
t hat day.

She pours hersel f another highball.

WOLFE

When did M. Unger get here?
HELEN

Why, he just...

( CONTI NUED)
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UNGER
" m | ooking on, that's all.
|"mnot an inpartial observer,
because |"'mpartial to Mss
Weltz, but...

WOLFE
Let me explain nore fully.
When | spoke to Mss Hart and
M ss Velardi | was insufferable,
and they shoul d have fl outed
me, but they were afraid to,
and | assune that you know why.
| al so assune that, after
cal l ed, you phoned M. Unger,
and he was concerned enough to
get here before |I arrived.

UNGER
Forget it. Mss Wltz invited
me yesterday to conme out this
af t er noon.

HELEN
(1 aughi ng)

Behave yoursel f, GQuy. You know
what he said when | told him
Nero Wl fe was com ng? He says,
"Maybe he's fanous for brains,
but 1'm going to make hi m prove
it!", sonmething like that. |
don't pretend to have brains.
" mjust scared.

WOLFE
Scared of what, Mss Weltz?

HELEN
Scared of you! Wuldn't anybody
be scared if they knew you were
comng to punp thenf

WOLFE
You have the alternative of
snubbi ng ne, yet you suffer ne.
Why ?

She pats Wl fe on the shoul der and then on top of the head.

( CONTI NUED)
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HELEN
| didn't want to m ss a chance
to touch the great Nero Wl fe,
that's why!

( CONTI NUED)
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She downs her bourbon and goes to pour sone nore.

HELEN ( CONT' D)

Brrr.

WOLFE
Now you have touched ne, yet
you still suffer me. | can't

expect to prove M. Ashe

i nnocent; the best | can hope
for is to establish a reasonable
doubt. Can you give it to ne?

HELEN

(giggling)
Sorry, but you're funny. The
way they kept after us and after
us in the District Attorney's
of fice and you cone and expect
to drag it out of me in twenty
m nut es.

She drinks again, controls her shudder, and goes back for
nmore, but Unger beats her to the bottle.

UNGER
You' ve had enough, Helen. Take
it easy.

She stares at him drops her glass into his lap and sits
back down.

WOLFE
The nost | expect, Mss Wltz,
i's support for my belief that
you peopl e share know edge of
sonet hing that you don't want
reveal ed, and you have given ne
t hat .

HELEN
| didn't tell you anyt hing.

WOLFE
Nonsense. You are on the edge
of hysteri a.

HELEN
| am not!

( CONTI NUED)
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UNGER
Take it easy, Helen. Wy do
you doubt his guilt, Wlfe.

WOLFE
Divination. Contrariety.

UNGER
So you're shooting at it on
spec. Do you regard ne as a
suspect ?

WOLFE
Yes.

UNGER
Look. Me and Marie weren't
engaged or anything like that.
We had fun. The week before
the nurder, we went up the
Hudson, in nmy boat. But there
was nothing init.

WOLFE
What do you do, M. Unger?

UNGER
Oh for God's sake.

WOLFE
The papers were vague. Broker,
| believe. Have you handl ed
any transactions for Bagby
Answer s, | ncorporated?

UNGER
Wiy do you ask that? Just
curious?

WOLFE

M. Unger. Since apparently
you' ve heard of ne, you may
know that | dislike riding in
cars. Do you suppose | would
have made this excursion to a
pl ace cal |l ed Katonah conpl etely
at randon?

UNGER

Let's take a little wal k. |
want to speak with you privately.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| don't |ike conversing on ny
feet. Archie?
Archi e stands up.
ARCHI E
Let's go rake sone | eaves, M ss
Veltz.
Hel en Weltz | ooks back and forth between Unger and him
Unger doesn't give her a clue. Archie takes her to the
stairs.

Wen they are gone, Wl fe and Unger contenpl ate each other.

WOLFE
Vll, sir. You w shed to speak
wth ne.

UNGER

Yeah. Wiy'd you ask ne if |
did work for Bagby.

WOLFE
Idle curiosity.

UNGER
You're lying. Why'd you cone
here, why'd you go to the office
if you haven't concocted sone
crazy idea about Bagby?

WOLFE
The nost | expected out of ny
j ourney was support for ny belief
t hat you peopl e have conmon
know edge of sonething you don't
want revealed. And you have

given ne that. | wll now go
to work, although I amnot too
sanguine. |It's quite possible

t hat when |'ve squandered ny
time and the tinme of
assistants, | will find that
what you peopl e are nervous
about has nothing at all to do
with the death of Marie WIIis.
But | can't know that until
know what it is. And | wll
know, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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UNGER
Yeah, yeah. Well, guess what -
| was playing dunb before. |
do know sonet hi ng about you.
You've conme all this way in a
car, and you hate cars. You're
al so shooting at this on spec
and you never investigate
anything for free. So suppose
| offered you sone cash? Wat
if | offered you five thousand
dol | ars.

WOLFE
| like noney and require a | ot
of it tolive as | see fit.
And five thousand dollars is a
handsonme sum \Wat woul d you
expect in exchange.

UNGER
| have to spell it out for you?

WOLFE
| never undertake a job unless
the client can specify an
obj ecti ve.

UNGER
And they said you were snart.

WOLFE
| will repeat to you what |
have said to others. | have
seen a flaw in the case agai nst
Leonard Ashe, and it has nade
me curious. Wen | becone
curious there is only one cure.
The truth. If | undertake an
i nvestigation on your behalf,
Il wll still look for the truth
whether it is to your benefit
or not.

UNGER
Al I want you to do is to go
back to the court and give your
testinmony. Stop stalling.
That crunb deserves to get the
chair after what he did to Marie.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Then you had nore feelings for
her than you earlier referred
to?

UNGER
You didn't know her. She...it
doesn't matter, she's gone.

WOLFE
| am surprised that no one seens
to think your relationship was
nore than casual

UNGER
You are stupid sonmeways. You
think I'"mgonna tell the police
that we were in love, that we
were making plans? 1|'d be
sitting in that dock. But I
want her killer caught.

WOLFE
You want revenge?

UNCER
Yes.

WOLFE

| am |l uckier man than you then.
| only want the truth

UNGER
What if | raise the price.
What about 10, 000 dol |l ars.

WOLFE
Pf ui .

UNGER
For 10, 000 dollars a man shoul d
be able to do his duty.

WOLFE
You interest nme. \What is your
concept of duty? Wat theory
of justice could conpel ne to
hel p convict a man I am convi nced
IS innocent?

( CONTI NUED)
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UNGER
| don't know anythi ng about
theory. | only know I want you
to go back to that courtroom
And 1"l pay you 10,000 doll ar
to go.

EXT. FI ELD - DAY

They pick their way across the nmeadow. Helen is ahead of
Archi e, rushing.

ARCHI E

You know, this is far enough
unl ess he uses a nmegaphone.

(no answer)
Me, |'ve gotta stay in sight.
| adnit he'd be a maniac to
junp M. Wl fe, but being
i nvol ved in a nurder makes peopl e
do strange things.

HELEN
He's not involved in a nurder!

ARCHI E
He will be when M. Wl fe gets
through with him

She drops down in the grass, buries her face in her hands

and starts to shake. But she doesn't cry, she just shakes.

Archie squats and takes a firmgrip on her.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
That's no way to do it. Open a

valve and let it out. If Unger
thinks it's me and flies to the
rescue that will give ne an

excuse to plug him

HELEN
That' s enough.

Archie | oosens his grip; she | ooks up at him

( CONTI NUED)
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HELEN ( CONT' D)
My God. It'd be wonderful if
you put your arns around ne and
told me, '"It's all right ny
darling, 1'll take care of
everything, leave it to ne.

Archi e does so.

ARCHI E
It's all right. M darling,
"Il take care of you. Leave
it to me. Now what?

HELEN
Wiy didn't | get nme a man? |
coul d have had a dozen, but no,
| had to do it all by nyself.
And now here | am wth a Jaguar
and no man. How do you set
fire to a car?

ARCHI E
Pour gasoline all over it, toss
a match and junp back fast. Be
careful what you tell the
i nsurance conpany or you'll end
up in the can.

HELEN
Is it a bluff? 1Is he just trying
to scare sonething out of us?

ARCHI E
No, not just. |If he scares
sonet hing out of you, fine. |If

not, he'll get it the hard way.
But he will get it. You may
get hurt.

HELEN
" mal ready hurt.

ARCHI E
Hurt worse.

HELEN
| guess | can be.

She picks a flower - Queen Anne's lace - she twirls it.

( CONTI NUED)
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HELEN ( CONT' D)
| used to feel delicate, just
| i ke one of these.
(she crushes it)
Where can | see Nero Wl fe around
nine o' clock in town?

ARCHI E

Come on and tell him now.
HELEN

| can't. | don't dare.
ARCHI E

On account of Unger.
HELEN

Yes.
ARCHI E

We'll go and cone back when he

| eaves.
HELEN

He's not going to | eave; he
cane to take ne back to the
city.

ARCHI E
Then tell me. I|I'mtrained to
be a tape recorder. Better
than one. You can trust ny
menory, and | guarantee to repeat
it to Wlfe word for word.

HELEN
| don't dare. You don't
under st and. ' mnot a hero.

ARCHI E
Are you afraid for your life?

UNGER
Hel en! Hel en!

She scranbles up and Archie gives her a hand. They go towards
Wl f e and Unger.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
(softly)
Call Wl fe's house when you're
ready. Past mdnight, 3 AM
It doesn't nmatter.

HELEN

Are you going to tell hinf
ARCHI E

A man naned Fritz wll answer.

Tell himyou' re the Queen of
Heart s. He'll know what to do.

HELEN
If you tell him I'll deny it.
ARCHI E
You got that? The Queen of
Hearts?
(she nods)
Now | augh.

She does. So does he. Merrily they approach the others.
But Wl fe and Unger are in no | aughing nood.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
We're through here, Archie.

{A&E: END ACT TWO)
W PE TO
EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY 61
The Sedan cones down the road. The car pulls over to the

side, under a tree. Archie gets out of the car and | eans
against the car. Wlfe rolls down the w ndow.

ARCHI E
We got a nibble fromHelen Weltz.
WOLFE
You are the connoi sseur of conely
wonen. |s she a nurderess in a

funk, trying to wggle out?

ARCHI E
She's trying to wiggle al
right, but out fromwhat | would
need si x guesses. |s Unger
wriggling too?

WOLFE
Yes. He's offered ne noney.
First five thousand doll ars,
and then ten.

ARCHI E
"1l be dammed. |'ve often
t hought that you ought to get
out nore. What did you tel
hi n?

WOLFE
That | resented and scorned his
attenpt to suborn ne.

ARCHI E
He was in a panic and it'l]I
wear off. Why not string him
al ong?

WOLFE

Not enough tinme. | intend to
appear in court tonorrow norning.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E

Tomorrow. Wth what, for God's
sake?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
W can't go honme. M. Craner
wi Il have a man posted there.
| s Saul Panzer's apartnent
conveniently | ocated?

Archi e gets back in.

ARCHI E
Yes, but he's only got one bed.
Lily Rowan has plenty of room
in her penthouse, and we'd be
wel come, especially you.

WOLFE
W'l |l manage at Saul's. Let's
stop at Dixie's on the way into
t own.

ARCH E (V. Q)
He gripped the strap. | started
the ignition.

INT. DIXIE'S JONT - 170TH STREET - N GHT

Wl fe devours chili on a stool and converses with DI Xl E

In

t he background Archi e makes phone calls at the phone at the

bar .

ARCH E (V.Q)
By eight o'clock, Wlfe had put
away three orders of chili con
carne at a little dunp in Harlem
where a guy nanmed Di xi e knew
how to nmake it. | spent the
ti me phoning Saul and Fritz,
and invested an extra dinme in
Lon Cohen. Wen he heard ny
voi ce he said...

| NTERCUT W TH LON COHEN AT GAZETTE

LON
Are you calling fromthe slamrer?
ARCHI E
No. Has our absence been
noti ced?
LON
The whole town's in an uproar.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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LON ( CONT' D)
A raging nob has torn the
court house down.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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LON ( CONT' D)
W're running a fairly good
pi cture of Wl fe, but we need a
new one of you. Could you drop
in at the studio, say in five

m nut es?

ARCHI E
Sure, glad to. But I'mcalling
to settle a bet. Is there a

warrant out for us?

LON
You' re damm right there is.
Judge Corbett signed it, first
thing after lunch. Look, Archie,
et nme send a man..

ARCHI E
Much obliged, but if | told you
where | am you' d be an
acconplice and have to take
your own picture.

He hangs up and cones back to Wilfe, who is starting on
anot her bow .

WOLFE
Chili is one of the great peasant
f oods, one of the few Anerica
has contributed to world cui sine.
Eaten with cornbread, sweet
oni on and sour cream it contains
all five of the el enents deened
essential by the sages of the
Oient: sweet, sour, salty,
pungent and bitter. Like the
best of French cuisine, it begins
w th good neat, chopped not
ground, but key to Dixie's
success are the onions and
t onat oes he owes to his
gr andnot her, who grows them on
the south side of the vacant
| ot behind his house in ful
sun. He begins his batch on
Sundays. By Tuesday it is
edi ble. By Thursday, it is
unf orgettabl e.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
Vell, there is a warrant in
case you're interested. And I
didn't try to get Ji mmy Donovan,
Leonard Ashe's attorney.

WOLFE
Wy not ?

ARCHI E
What could | say? That Nero
Wl fe had sonet hi ng urgent for
hi m and | eave a tel ephone nunber?
He's a sworn officer of the
court, and he'd have to serve
the warrant on you. Not to
mention the one on ne.

WOLFE
You' re enjoying this.
ARCHI E
| amlike hell. I'ma fugitive

fromjustice.

WOLFE
Phone Saul. Ask himif he's
heard fromMss Wltz. Then
call and arrange for us to see
Ms. Leonard Ashe.

ARCHI E
Ch yeah. | get the easy ones.
She's probably sitting there
ri ght now hopi ng a coupl e of
strange detectives will drop
in. Are we pretending to be
fromthe court again? Shall | *
say we are Judge Wl fe and
Judge Goodwi n?

WOLFE
No. W are oursel ves.
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| NT. ASHE APARTMENT - NI GHT

Wl fe and Archie wait with a disapproving MAID whil e Robi na
makes her entrance.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| hadn't managed to speak
directly to Ms. Ashe. A female
voi ce told nme she was resting
and absolutely could not cone

to the phone. | asked the voice
if it had ever heard of Nero
Wl f e. It said it had. | told

it totell Ms. Ashe that if
she didn't see Nero Wl fe that
she'd never stop regretting it.
Not very clever, | admt, but |
was pressed for tine.

ROBI NA
|"mdead tired. [|'menpty.
Conpl etely enpty. Sit, won't
you. Your man said on the phone
that | would regret it the rest
of ny life if I didn't see you
WIIL 1?

WOLFE
"Il be as brief as | can.
have information that may not
excul pate your husband, but it
should at | east raise a
reasonabl e doubt in the m nd of
the jury. However, it would
take a prol onged investigation
to get it in the form of
adm ssi bl e evi dence.

ROBI NA
| hate to informyou of this
but the trial's already started,
M. Wlfe.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| have in mind a short cut. To
take it | must have a talk with
your husband.

RCOBI NA

Ah. And how, pray tell, wll

to manage to do that? *
WOLFE

You, Madam You have a w de
acquai nt ance and great personal
charm It would not be too
difficult for you to get
permssion to talk with your
husband t onorrow norni ng; and
you can take ne wth you.

RCBI NA

But what do you wish to say?
s it about me?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| can tell you nothing w thout
conprom sing ny plan.

ROBI NA
Vell, | suppose | have nothing
to lose. Nothing nore to | ose.
But if | do this, should |I not
tell M. Donovan?

WOLFE
You nmust not. Not only would
he forbid it, he would prevent
it. This is for you al one.

ROBI NA
For me, alone. MW Cod, it would
be such a relief to do sonet hing.

WOLFE
O course, | have nade the
assunption that you don't want
your husband convi cted of nurder.

ROBI NA
You didn't have to say that.
My husband's not a fool, but he

has acted |like one. | love him
very dearly. Were can | reach
you?

ARCH E (V. Q)
| gave her Saul's nunber. She
went with us to the foyer but
she wasn't there. Her m nd was
so glad to have a job that it
had left us entirely.

| NT. SAUL'S APARTMENT - NI GHT 67

ARCH E (V. Q)
After circling Saul's bl ock
three tines, we decided that
Cramer had not had enough geni us
to post a man there and went
i nsi de.

Saul opens the door cautiously and then greets Wl fe and
Archie and brings theminto his apartnent. It is a good big
room wth w ndows, one wall of books and another one taken
up with a grand piano. There are interesting objects and

pi ctures, such as el ephant tusks and | arge chunks of m nerals.

( CONTI NUED)
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The chairs are big enough for Wl fe and he takes one with
pl easur e.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
A good room Satisfactory. |
congratul ate you. Has Fritz
phoned you with news of that
woman?

SAUL
The Queen of Hearts? No, sir.
WIl you have sonme beer?

Wl fe's pleasure shows. He needs this.

WOLFE
| wll indeed. |If you please.

MONTAGE:

Saul serves Wl fe beer and then a bewildering array of liver
pate, herring, sturgeon, pickled nmushroons, nelon and three
different kinds of cheese and seven bottles of inported beer.
Wl fe is delighted and Archie's nose is out of joint.

ARCH E (V. Q)
In the next three hours, Sau
served Wl fe seven bottles of
beer, sturgeon, pate, pickled
mushr oons, Tuni sian nelon, and
three different kinds of cheese.

Wl fe tries the cheese. There's cheddar, gorgonzola and
very runny brie-like cheese.

WOLFE
Ver mont cheddar, Pi ednont
gorgonzol a and. .. Col um erre?

SAUL
Vacherin Mont D or.
WOLFE
| npossible. It is made from

the mlk of cows who have been
fed the last cutting of grass
before the first snow. It is
avai l abl e for weeks only in

Sept enber.

SAUL
Summer in the Al ps stayed late
this year. | have a friend who

keeps an eye out for ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Satisfactory. Next year have
hi m keep an eye for ne.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Naturally, the first time Wlfe
ate under his roof, Saul wanted
to give himgood grub, okay,
but the three kinds of cheese
was piling it on.

W PE TO
The two nen play checkers. Archie |ounges and advi ses.

WOLFE
| notice that you have the new
translation of Aristotle's
Anal yti cs.

SAUL
It's nore colloquial. It
provi des a voi ce.

He junps a man of Wl fe's.

WOLFE
VWhat is your estimation of it's
val ue?

SAUL

No one sets out the probl em of
deducing a conclusion froma
set of disparate facts so
clearly.

WOLFE
But is it of use? He never
condescended to actual practice.

Ki ng ne.
SAUL
VWll...he's Aristotle.
WOLFE

| ndeed. He defined the terns
for all of us.

ARCHI E
Yeah, yeah. That's certainly
true.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Il will always renmenber his
fashi on advice. Never m x togas
and sandal s on a w ndy day.
It's ruled ny life.

Saul and Wl fe react. Saul junps three of Wlfe's nen.
Wil fe jumps two of his. They are each left with two kinged
pi eces.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Time didn't drag too heavily,
what with three hot ganmes of
checkers between Wl fe and Saul,
all draws. Just after m dnight
Robi na Keane phoned and told
Wl fe to neet her at 100 Centre
Street at half past eight. But
no word canme fromthe Queen of
Hearts. At quarter to one,
Wl fe left his chair and
announced.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Her panic wore off. |'m going
to bed.
SAUL

|"'mafraid | have no paj anas
that you could get into, but I
do have a robe fromthe Sudan..

The phone RINGS. Archie grabs it.

ARCHI E
This is Jackson 4-3-1-0-9.
HELEN (V. O.)
| want...This is the Queen of
Hearts.
ARCHI E
| recognize the voice. \Were
are you?
HELEN (V. O.)

In a booth at Grand Central.
couldn't get rid of him

ARCHI E
"1l meet you at the information
boot h, upper level, in five
mnutes. WII you be there?

HELEN (V. O.)
O course, | wll. Hurry.

He hangs up.

ARCHI E
| f her panic wore off, it wore
on again. Make sone coffee,
Saul . She'll need either that
or bourbon. And maybe she I|ikes
cheese.

{A&E: END ACT THREE}
W PE TO

It's dark. 3 am Archie sleeps restlessly on Saul's couch. *
Saul is arrayed in a chair. Wlfe pads in fromthe bedroom
draped in a sheet |ike a Roman enperor. He stands above

Ar chi e.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Ar chi e.

Archie reacts defensively and then sees who it is.

He sits up.

ARCHI E
Has it been eight hours already?

WOLFE
Are you awake?

ARCHI E
No. You wouldn't be either if
you' d had to deliver Helen Wltz
to her apartnent after you
i ntervi ewed her.

WOLFE
Have you finished yet?
ARCHI E
No. One nore. | need ny sleep

in order to be alert enough to
keep you fromharm Wen
don't get sleep you don't get
your nmoney's worth. \Wich, of
course, is noot because you
don't pay ne enough. Okay.
Now.

WOLFE
| ask you again. 1|s she a
nmurderess trying to wiggle
out ?

ARCHI E
And | answer again. No.

WOLFE
Di d she understand the
i nplications of what she told
us?

ARCHI E
Not completely. In her state,
| don't think she was capabl e
of deducing a conclusion from
the assenbly of facts.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
And you have?

ARCHI E
Once you adjust the point of
view, there aren't too many
ot her conclusions to reach.

WOLFE
| ndeed. What do you suppose
Saul has planned for breakfast?

ARCHI E
Ask Aristotle.

CUT TO

EXT. COURTHOUSE - ALLEY - DAY 67A

Archie appears at the end of the alley. He cautiously |ooks
down and then signals Wlfe. Wlfe enmerges fromthe street
and they nmake their way to the door of the courthouse. |It's
| ocked. Archie starts to work the | ock.

ARCHI E
Tell me again why | am not goi ng
w th you.

WOLFE

| f you are present, the guard
will surely alert the
authorities. | wll manage on
my omm. WIIl you nake sure
that you are ready with an
efficacious route to the
courtroonf

ARCHI E
"1l look that up |ater when
have tinme, but if you nean qui ck,
yes.

WOLFE
Good. Wiy is it taking so | ong?

ARCHI E
Picking a lock is one of ny
skills, but I seldomget to
practice it on the doors of our
penal institutions. They are
better nmade than nost.

( CONTI NUED)
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He gets it. He holds the door and they slip inside.

| NT. COURTHOUSE - VI SI TI NG ROOM - DAY (DAY FOUR) 68
Leonard Ashe waits mserably. A GUARD is near him The

door opens and Robi na Keane cones in. They enbrace. Robina
turns and nods at the door.

( CONTI NUED)
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RCOBI NA
| ve brought a visitor, darling.

ASHE
| don't want to see anyone but
you. ..

Nero Wl fe cones in the door

ASHE ( CONT' D)

M. Wl fe!
WOLFE

M. Ashe. | need your attention.
ASHE

But isn't this irregular..

WOLFE
Pl ease just pay attention.
Wiile listening to the
proceedi ngs yesterday, it
occurred to ne that a tel ephone
answering service provides a
si ngul ar opportunity for
scoundrelism Like doctors,
servants and | awers, they have
access to privileged information.

ASHE
Well, of course. That's exactly
why | thought of using them

WOLFE
It occurred to ne further, that
the opportunities to practice
bl ackmail on their clients woul d
be limtless.

~ ROBINA
Bl ackmai | 7 You nmean an act ual
crim nal operation?

WOLFE
Yes. And at the risk of
incurring the penalty of
contenpt, | left the courtroom
specifically to view the offices
at 69th Street and concl uded
that it would be inpossible for
one operator to eavesdrop on

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
her lines without the others
becom ng aware of it.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Therefore, if Bagby Answers,
Ink were to engage in a
bl ackmai | i ng operation, it nust
be done collusively or not at
al | .

ASHE
My Lord, that would explain why
she didn't turn nme down outright.
But how does it affect ny case?

ROBI NA
| still don't understand how
you nmean to get it before the *
jury.

LEONARD

CGet it to the jury? Have you
been consulting with M. Wl fe?

ROBI NA
No. O course not, darling. *
He cane to ne.
LEONARD
When? How | ong has this been
goi ng on?
ROBI NA
Last night. | was al one and he
called, or his man called and
said. ..
LEONARD
You were alone with...God. You *
still don'"t know how this kills
nme! You...
WOLFE
Madam  Sir!
ROBI NA
He's trying to help, Leonard.
WOLFE
Don't interrupt again. | have

much to say and nust say it al
it before court convenes.

W PE TO
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The courtroomis packed to the rafters. The BAILIFF is
calling Wilfe's nane to no avail.

BAI LI FF
Nero Wl fe. Is Nero Wil fe
present ?

No answer. The Judge | ooks to M. Mandl ebaum who shrugs.

JUDGE
Can you proceed?

Then the doors to the courtroom open and Wl fe nakes an

entrance, his cane clearing way for him Archie foll ows.

All eyes go to himas he nmakes his way to the bench.

JUDGE (CONT' D)
Wy, M. Wlfe. How kind of
you join us. Do you intend to
stay this tinme?

WOLFE
| will stay until | have
conpl eted ny testinony.

JUDGE
You knew you were to testify
yesterday. Wy did you | eave
t hen?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| was inpelled by a notive which
| thought inperative. | can

expound it now if you so order,
but I would rather plead on the
contenpt charges later if the

court will permt. | wll still
be here.

JUDGE
| ndeed you will. You're under
arrest.

WOLFE
No sir, | am not.

JUDGE
You' re not under arrest.

WOLFE
No, sir. | came here
vol untarily.

JUDGE
Well, you are now. O ficer
this man is under arrest. But
|l will allow you to answer the
contenpt charges later. Bailiff?

The Bailiff holds out a Bible as Wl fe is seated. Wl fe
rai ses his right hand.

BAI LI FF
Do you swear to tell the truth,
the whole truth and not hing but
the truth, so help you God?

WOLFE
| do so affirm

JUDGE
Proceed, M. Mndel baum

MANDEL BAUM
well, M. Wlfe, nowthat |I've
finally got you on the stand, |
may have to keep you unti
t onmor r ow.

WOLFE

You have al ways been doggedly
t hor ough, M. Mandl ebaum

( CONTI NUED)
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The courtroomtitters. Mandl ebaum bri st es.

MANDEL BAUM
And you are very fanous, M.
Wl fe. Perhaps even deservedly
so. But we observe formalities
in the courtroomin order that
the rule of |aw can be preserved.
So, for the record, please state
your nane, address and
occupati on.

WOLFE
Gadly. | amNero Wlfe, a
licensed private detective. W
office and ny hone are at the
sanme address: 914 34th Street,
Manhattan, New York City, New
York State.

MANDEL BAUM
Have you ever net the defendant
in this case?

WOLFE
M. Leonard Ashe? Yes.

MANDEL BAUM
Under what circunstances did
you neet M. Ashe?

WOLFE
He said he wished to hire ne to
learn the identity of the phone
operator who was assigned to
hi s phone and to propose to her
that she spy on his wfe.

MANDEL BAUM
Did he say why he wished to
make this arrangenent?

WOLFE
No. But | surm sed. ..

DONOVAN
(bj ection your honor. Conclusion
of the witness as to the
intention of the defendant.

( CONTI NUED)
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MANDEL BAUM
Just answer the question, M.
WIlfe. Yes or no. Dd M.
Ashe suggest any i nducenent to
Marie WIllis to participate in
hi s schenme?

WOLFE
No, he did not nane an actual
sum but he indicated...

DONOVAN
Your honor. ..

MANDEL BAUM
Not what he indicated. Wat he
said. Strike all of his answer
except the word, "No"; your
answer is "No" M. Wlfe. Yes

or No.
WOLFE
No.
MANDEL BAUM
What else did M. Ashe say to
you?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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MANDEL BAUM ( CONT' D)
(no answer)
M. Wl fe?

WOLFE
| would like to be sure
understand the question. Do
you nean what | said that day,
or on a | ater occasion?

MANDEL BAUM
That day, of course. \What |ater
occasi on?

WOLFE

Are you asking ne...?

MANDEL BAUM
(at t acki ng)
I n your deposition, you swore
you hadn't seen Leonard Ashe
before or after July 13th.

WOLFE
That was true then. W net
agai n.

MANDEL BAUM
VWhen?

WOLFE

In this building at hal f past
ei ght this norning.

MANDEL BAUM
You nmet and spoke with the
defendant in this building at
nine o' clock this norning, today?

WOLFE
Hs wife arranged to see him
and she allowed ne to acconpany
her .

MANDEL BAUM
And was M. Donovan, the defense
counsel, present?

WOLFE
No, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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Donovan is on his feet speaking. Mndl ebaum doesn't hear
hi m

( CONTI NUED)
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Wl f e suddenly | ooks al nost pleased wth Mandel baum who
hesitates, unsure. Wl fe glances at Donovan. WMandel baum
whi ps around and | ooks at Donovan,

DONOVAN
| would like state for the
record, that | knew nothing of
this.

MANDEL BAUM
Don't you know that it is a
m sdeneanor for a wtness for
the State to talk with the
def endant charged with a fel ony?

WOLFE
We didn't discuss ny testinony.

MANDEL BAUM
What did you discuss?

WOLFE
Matters which | thought woul d
be of interest to him

MANDEL BAUM
What exactly did you say, Wl fe?

ARCH E (V.Q)
The fat son of a gun had put it
over. Having asked himdirectly,
Mandel baum coul dn't possi bly
keep Wl fe's theories fromthe
jury, unless Jimmy Donovan was
a sap.

JUDGE
Do you wish to withdraw the
gquestion, M. WMandl ebaunf

MANDEL BAUM
Ch no, no. [|'mabsolutely
fascinated. You didn't discuss
your testinony. Wat did you
di scuss?

WOLFE
| told himthat yesterday, as
sat in this courtroom | becane
aware that significant questions
concerning the nmurder were
unanswered and that made ny

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)

position as a witness for the
prosecution an unconfortable

one.
MANDEL BAUM
On behal f of the State of New
York, | apol ogi ze.
WOLFE
| told himfurther that | |eft

this courtroomto make the

i nvestigation which the police
shoul d have undertaken had they
not been so enanored of the

i dea that Ashe was guilty.

MANDEL BAUM
You are not now answering the
guestion of your contenpt
charges. D d you say anything
relevant to this case?

WOLFE
| detailed to himny suspicion
t hat Bagby Answers had been
used as a bl acknailing operation.

MANDEL BAUM
Surely, this is just surm se,
M. Wlfe.

WOLFE
Not at all. | told M. Ashe

that when | left the court and
visited there, the operators at
Bagby Answers tol erated ny
rudeness beyond reason; | |earned
t heir personal expenditures far
exceeded their salaries. An
associ ate of Bagby's offered ne
five thousand dollars for

servi ces which he woul d not
specify. Wien | declined his
bri be, he offered ne ten. And

nmost significant, | told M.
Ashe that last night Helen Wltz
phoned ne.

MANDEL BAUM

How | ong were you with M. Ashe?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
A hal f an hour.

MANDEL BAUM
Hal f an hour ?

WOLFE
| can say a lot in half an hour.

MANDEL BAUM
No doubt. But the court's and
the jury's tinme cannot be spent
on irrelevancies. D d you make
any suggestions to M. Ashe
regardi ng his defense?

WOLFE
No.

MANDEL BAUM
Then why did you seek the
interview, M. WlIlfe? Wre you
seeki ng enpl oynent ?

DONOVAN
One nmonent. Your Honor, surely
this is cross-exam nation and |
object to it.

JUDGE
The objection is sustained.
M . Mandel baum you know t he
rules of evidence. Exam ne him
upon the nerits.

MANDEL BAUM
Your honor, 1I...
(takes a nonent)
... have no nore questions.

The Judge | ooks I ong and hard at Wl fe.

JUDGE
M. Wlfe. Your reputation
precedes you to this wtness
stand. | nust say that as a
reader of newspapers, it is an
entertaining one. However, as

jurist, | read of your exploits
wi th an unqui et heart.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDGE (CONT' D)
From the judicial point of view,
you have often taken it upon
yourself to be the judge of
matters best left to officials
who are bound by the rules of
evi dence and who have sworn to
uphol d the Constitution. You
have on occasion acted as j udge,
jury and executioner. | would
not find it at all entertaining
if you tried one of your
shenanigans in nmy courtroomin
order to cause a mstrial -
intending to get your client
rel eased.

WOLFE
He is not ny client, sir, and |
have only one interest - that
justice be served.

JUDGE
That is ny point. Your idea of
justice and that of the |law s
may be different.

WOLFE
| accept that anal ysis.

JUDGE
| am so pleased. But | want
you to know that if there is a
m strial as a consequence of
your shenani gan in the nanme of
justice, both you and your client
will see the inside of a jail.

WOLFE
You appear to be an intelligent
man. From ny readi ng of the
law, | believe that what | am
about to say falls within the
rul es of evidence.

JUDGE
Unfortunately for you, M.
Mandel baum | cannot at this
tine see any flawin M. Wlfe's

reasoni ng. However, | reserve
the right to do so. Your w tness, *
M. Donovan. *

( CONTI NUED)
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Mandel baum sits and Donovan takes the fl oor.

DONOVAN
M. Wlfe, why did you seek an
interview this nmorning with M.
Ashe?

WOLFE
Because | wanted to tell him
that | had acquired information
whi ch cast a reasonabl e doubt

on
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
his guilt and | wanted to get
it to the jury w thout del ay.
| had concl uded. . .

MANDEL BAUM
(bj ection. Your Honor.
Concl usions of the wtness are
not adm ssi bl e.

DONOVAN
But he is nerely relating what
he said to M. Ashe as the
Assi stant District Attorney
asked himto.

JUDGE
The objection is overruled, M.
Mandl ebaum  Conti nue, M. Wl fe.

DONOVAN
You were answering the question:
why did you seek an interview
with M. Ashe.

WOLFE
It occurred to ne that if | saw
M. Ashe the fact woul d probably
be di sclosed in the course of
my exam nation by M. Mandel baum
and if so, he woul d al npost
certainly ask ne what had been
said. If he did not, then you
woul d, M. Donovan, and | would
be able to make ny case to the
jury. Therefore, | sought an
interviewwth M. Ashe.

A bubbl e of sound bursts as the courtroom absorbs this. The
judge frowns at Wl fe. The |awers approach and whi sper
furiously. One of the jurors makes a noi se and the ot her
jurors look at him Soneone titters. Then Judge shrugs -
and waves M. Donovan on.

DONOVAN
Pl ease tell the jury what you
said to him

WOLFE
| told himthat Helen Wl tz
cane to see ne |last night and
conf essed

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
t hat Bagby Answers, Inc. had
been used as a bl ackmailing
operation for years. Al of
the swi tchboard operators had
been party to it, including
Marie WIlis. Their dean, Alice
Hart, collected the information,
she gave it to Bagby and Unger
who used the personal secrets
she had culled to bl ackmail ..

GQUJY UNGER, ALICE HART AND BELLA VELARD

suddenly junp to their feet and start heading for the door.
Al eyes go to them

ARCHI E
GQuard. That's Alice Hart in
front!

Judge Corbett slans down his gavel

JUDGE
No one is to | eave the room
O ficer, detain these people as
mat eri al W tnesses.

The GUARD detains Mss Hart, GQuy Unger and M ss Vel ardi and
gui des them back to their seats.

JUDGE ( CONT' D)
Continue, M. Wl fe.

WOLFE
Is it necessary for me to go on
repeating the phrase, "I said."?
JUDGE

Not if you confine yourself
strictly to what you said to
M. Ashe this norning.

WOLFE
| shall do so. As | was saying.
Guy Unger and C yde Bagby gave

the girls cash. |In three years,
Mss Weltz recei ved over 15, 000
dol | ars.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDGE
This is fascinating, but earlier
you al |l eged that you coul d
establish a reasonabl e doubt of
M. Ashe's guilt.

WOLFE
Yes, your Honor. According to
Mss Wltz, Marie WIlis had
been ordered by both Unger and
Bagby to accept Ashe's proposal
to spy on his wife and she had
refused. She announced t hat
she would quit, and tell Ms.
Ashe everything - making her an
intolerable peril to the whole
operation. | believe this
establishes a clear notive for
all of them and provides
reasonabl e doubt of M. Ashe's
guilt.

JUDGE
Did you go on to specul ate as
to a probable replacenent for
M. Ashe?

WOLFE
Yes. The conditions of the
murder - the closed w ndows,
the position of the victimnade
it likely that the perpetrator
was a co-worker. | considered
t he nost prom sing candidate to
be M. Bagby. He has the nost
to lose. And all the others
had established alibis, on boats,
in cars. By his own testinony,
M. Bagby dined not six bl ocks
fromthe office.

BAGBY
He's lying. | went hone!

WOLFE
And fromthere he called M.
Ashe and enticed himto the
office to find the body. |
| eave the tinmetable to the
police, they are extrenely
efficient with tinetabl es.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Now | would now |i ke to plead

to the charge of contenpt, if | *

may. . . *
JUDGE

You may not. You know quite *

wel | you have made that charge

frivolous. It is dism ssed.

(to Donovan)
Are you through with this
w tness, M. Donovan?

WOLFE
Yes, your Honor. No nore
gquesti ons.

JUDGE

M . Mandel baunf?

MANDEL BAUM
Your Honor will|l appreciate it
if I confess | find nyself in
an extraordi nary predi canment.
| feel 1| amentitled to consider
the situation. | would like to
retire and consult with ny
col | eagues. Therefore | ask
for a recess and would |ike the
material w tnesses nmade avail abl e
for questi oning.

JUDGE
You may step down, M. Wl fe.
Alice Hart, Bella Velardi, CGuy *

Unger, and C yde Bagby w ||

cone forward. The rest of you

wi |l keep your seats and preserve
order.

The courtroom i mredi ately di ssolves into an uproar. Robina

Keane springs up fromher seat on the front bench and throws
her arns around Wl fe's neck as he | eaves the w tness stand

and presses her cheek to his. An arny of photographers |eap
to their feet and start taking pictures.

A NEWSPAPER PHOTO OF WOLFE AND RCBI NA

enbracing, frozen in tine.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. Q)
Actresses al ways act, but |
admt that was probably
unrehearsed. And | thoroughly
approved since it indicated
that the Ashe famly would prove
to be properly grateful.

RETURN TO ACTI ON:
WOLFE DI SENTANGLES HI MSELF

and then passes the SMELLY WOMAN on his way out. She is

enraptured with himand grabs his arm Enbol dened, she plants
a kiss on him

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
The thought may have occurred
to you, that's nice, but the
real reason Wl fe wal ked out
was because he hated to sit
agai nst a perfunmed woman on a
wooden bench. You may be right.

THE END



	1	INT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY (DAY ONE)
	2	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - DAY
	3	EXT. BROWNSTONE - STOOP (STUDIO) - DAY
	4	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - ANGLE INCLUDING THE STREET - DAY
	5	EXT. STREET - DAY
	6	INT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY
	7	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - DAY
	8	INT. BROWNSTONE - DINING ROOM - NIGHT
	9	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - NIGHT
	10	INT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - NIGHT
	11	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - NIGHT
	12	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET -- DAY
	13	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET -- FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY
	14	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY
	15	INT. BROWNSTONE - WOLFE'S OFFICE - NIGHT
	16	INT. BROWNSTONE - ARCHIE'S ROOM - NIGHT
	17	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - NIGHT
	18	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - NIGHT
	19	EXT. STREET - FURTHER DOWN - NIGHT
	20	EXT. STREET - NIGHT
	21	EXT. BROWNSTONE - STOOP (STUDIO)- NIGHT
	22	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - NIGHT
	23	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE -  LATER
	24	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY           {DAY TW0}
	25	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - TALENTO'S DOOR (101)- DAY
	26	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN 'S DOOR (201) - DAY
	26A	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - ALAND'S DOOR (301)
	27	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY -ROSS CHAFFEE'S DOOR(401)-DAY
	28	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY
	29	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET - DAY
	30	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY ALAND'S DOOR - DAY
	31	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN'S DOOR - DAY
	32	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - CHAFFEE'S DOOR - DAY (FLASHBACK)
	32	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - CHAFFEE'S DOOR - DAY (FLASHBACK)
	33	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN'S DOOR - DAY
	34	EXT. 29 ARBOR STREET  - DAY (FLASHBACK)
	35	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - MEEGAN'S DOOR - DAY
	36	INT. 29 ARBOR STREET - HALLWAY - CHAFFEE'S DOOR - DAY
	37	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - DAY
	38	INT. BRAUNSTEIN APARTMENT - DAY
	39	MULTIPLE INSERTS OF THREE MARES IN A PASTURE:
	40	INT. BROWNSTONE - WOLFE'S OFFICE - DAY
	41	INT. BRAUNSTEIN APARTMENT - DAY
	42	INT. JONES APARTMENT - HALLWAY - DAY
	43	INT. BROWNSTONE - WOLFE'S OFFICE - DAY
	44	INT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY
	45	INT. BROWNSTONE - OFFICE - DAY
	46	INT. MANHATTAN COURTROOM - DAY THREE
	47	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS INC - FRONT ROOM - NIGHT (FLASHBACK)
	47A	INT. COURTROOM - DAY
	48	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS, INC. - NIGHT (FLASHBACK)
	49	INT. COURTROOM - DAY
	50	OMITTED
	51	EXT. COURTHOUSE - ALLEY - DAY
	52	EXT. BAGBY ANSWERS, INC - DAY
	53	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS, INC. - FRONT ROOM - DAY
	54	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS - ALICE'S BEDROOM - DAY
	55	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS - MISS VELARDI'S ROOM - DAY
	56	INT. BAGBY ANSWERS, INC. - FRONT ROOM - DAY
	57	EXT. PETE'S GARAGE - DAY
	58	EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- DAY
	59	EXT. COUNTRY HOUSE - DAY
	60	EXT. FIELD - DAY
	61	EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY
	62	INT. DIXIE'S JOINT - 170TH STREET - NIGHT
	63	INTERCUT WITH LON COHEN AT GAZETTE
	64	OMITTED:65
	66	INT. ASHE APARTMENT - NIGHT
	67	INT. SAUL'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	67A	EXT. COURTHOUSE - ALLEY - DAY
	68	INT. COURTHOUSE - VISITING ROOM - DAY            (DAY FOUR)
	69	INT. COURTROOM - DAY

