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I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Wl fe is reading a newspaper. As the canmera noves around
the roomit settles on the front page. There is a picture
of a large black tie event with a banner headli ne above.
"MURDER AT THE NI A" And below, in smaller type, "CHENEY
BOONE BLUDGEONED'. Archie is putting things away in the
saf e.

WOLFE
It is an interesting fact that
t he nenbers of the NI A have
assets of sonmething like 30
billion dollars.

ARCHI E
Yes sir. It is also an
interesting fact that the
prehi storic nmound buil ders |eft
nore traces of their work in
Chio than any other state. In
my boyhood days. ..

WOLFE
Shut up.

ARCHI E
Yes sir.

WOLFE

Archie. Where does the bank
bal ance st and?

ARCHI E
Anot her interesting fact. W
ought to be able to make it
till next week, but since you're
obvi ously not worried since
you' ve turned down. ..

WOLFE
Shut up.

ARCHI E
Yes sir.

WOLFE

Archi e. Your notebook. Her e
are directions for tonorrow.

ARCH E (V. Q)
In two m nutes he had nme w de

awake.
( MORE)



2. 5-13-06

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It was a conplicated plan, but
it showed just how desperate he
was.

W PE TO
I NT. POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - MORNI NG

Archi e cones through a sea of desks and arrives at an office
at the end of the hall. He knocks and enters w thout waiting
for a response.

CRAMER
(barely | ooking up)
" m busy as hell.

ARCHI E
Sure you're busy and I won't
waste your tinme. | want to ask

a favor, a big favor, on behalf
of M. Wlfe. He wants

perm ssion for nme to inspect
that roomat the Wal dorf where
Cheney Boone was nurder ed.

CRAMER

(Craner stares at him

for a second)
For God's sake. As if this
case wasn't enough of a ness
already. Al it needs to nake
it acarnival is Nero Wlfe,
and by God here he is.

(Craner regards Archie

sourly)
Who's his client?

ARCHI E
| have no information about any
client. As far as | knowit's
just M. Wlfe's scientific
curiosity.

CRAMER
You heard ne, who's his client?

ARCHI E
No sir. Rip nme open, renove ny
heart for the |laboratory, and
you'll...

CRAMER
Beat it!

*



3

ARCHI E
Certainly Inspector. | know
you' re busy, but M. Wlfe
woul d. ..

CRAMER

Nuts. You don't need any

perm ssion to inspect and you
know damm well you don't. This
is the first time Wl fe has
ever asked perm ssion to do
anything, and if | had tine |'d
try figure out what the catch
is. But I'"'mtoo busy. Beat

it.

ARCHI E
Gosh.  Suspicious. Al ways
Suspi cious. What a way to |ive.

| NT. WALDORF HOTEL DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

Archie is surveying the room- a little. Hotel
stands in the door.

JOHNNY DARST
VWhat are you really after?

ARCHI E
Not hi ng whatever. M. Wlfe
sent ne here to take a | ook and
here | am The carpet's been
changed?

JOHNNY DARST
There was a little blood, not
much, and the cops took sone
things. Who's Wl fe working
for?

ARCHI E
There is never any question
about that. First, last and
al ways, M. Wlfe. Cone to
think of it, so aml.

Wth that Archie turns and | eaves.

3. 5-13-06

W PE TO

security

W PE TO



4. 5-13-06
I NT. FBI OFFI CE - DAY

Archie sits opposite G G Spero. A plaque nearby says "G G
Spero, FBI Special Agent in Charge"

SPERO
Vell, Archie what can we do for
you?

ARCHI E

A request fromM. Wlfe. It's
alittle question about the
Boone nmurder case. W' ve been
told the FBI is mxing in and
M. WIlfe would like to know if
there i s sonething about the
FBI angle that woul d nmake it
undesirable for a private
detective to take any interest?

SPERO
The Boone case?

ARCHI E
That's right. The Cheney Boone
case.

SPERO
Putting aside for the nonent
the FBI angle, what would M.
Wl fe's angle be?

ARCH E (V.Q)
He went at ne fromforty
different directions. | left
hal f an hour later with what |
expected - nothing. O course,
we were relying on his sub par
lip tightness, not for what he
mght tell me, but what he m ght
tell about ne.

As Archie | eaves, Spero watches himthoughtfully.

W PE TO
| NT. Bl A HEADQUARTERS - DAY
Archie follows a very officious secretary down a very

expensive | ooking hall. He is shown into an office where
Hatti e Hardi ng noves to shake his hand.



5. 5-13-06

ARCH E (V. Q)
The hurdles | had to nake, you
m ght have thought Hattie Harding
was a Tenpl e Goddess instead of
nmerely the the Assistant Director
of Public Relations for the
NI A

M SS HARDI NG
This is a pleasure. To neet
the Archie Goodwi n com ng direct
fromthe Nero WiIfe. Really a
great pleasure. At least, |
suppose you do? Cone direct, |
mean?

ARCHI E
On a beeline, Mss Harding. As
the bee fromthe fl ower.

M SS HARDI NG
Vhat | Not to the fl ower?

ARCHI E
| guess that's nearer the truth,
at that, because | have cone to
get a load of nectar. For Nero
Wl fe. He thinks he needs a
list of the nenbers of the NI A
who were at the Wal dorf Tuesday
eveni ng, and sent ne here to
get it.

M SS HARDI NG
(all business)
Wiy don't we sit down?

She noves back behind her desk and Archie adjusts a chair on
the other side. As he sits we see himslightly renove then
repl ace a piece of paper fromhis side pocket as if to confirm
that it is still there.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Wth the corner of the desk
bet ween us, the operation would
be sinple.

M SS HARDI NG
This is very interesting. Wat
does M. Wlfe want the |ist
for?



She presses both her

to weep.

ARCHI E
| can only tell you an honest
lie. He wants to ask them for
t hei r aut ographs.

M SS HARDI NG
Look, M. Goodw n. You
understand of course that this
affair is in the highest degree
i nconveni ent for ny enpl oyers.
Qur guest for the evening, our
mai n speaker, the Director of
the BPR, nmurdered right there
just as the dinner was starting.
Qur public relations have been
set back 10 years in just ten
seconds.

ARCHI E
How do you know it happened in
ten seconds?

M SS HARDI NG
(Startled)
Wiy - it nust - the way...

ARCHI E
Not proven. He was hit four
times on the head with the nonkey
wrench, and..

M SS HARDI NG
What are you doi ng? Just trying
to see how objectionable you
can be?

ARCHI E
No, denonstrating what a nurder
i nvestigation can be like. If

you made that remark to the
police, that it happened in ten
seconds, you'd never hear the
last of it. Wth nme, |'mnot
interested, since I'"'monly here
to get what M. Wl fe sent ne
for.

fromhis jacket and lets it drop to the floor.

M SS HARDI NG
" m sorry.
( MORE)

6. 5-13-06

hands to her eyes as if she were going
Seeing this opportunity, Archie slips the paper



7. 5-13-06

M SS HARDI NG ( CONT' D)
| haven't slept for two nights
and 1'ma w eck.

(she stands up)

"Il have to ask you to go.
There's another neeting in M.
Erskine's office in ten m nutes,
and anyway, you know perfectly
well | couldn't give you that
[ist without approval from higher
up.
(she noves around the
desk closer to Archie)
There is one thing you m ght
tell me, who has engaged M.
Wl fe to work on this?

ARCHI E
(he stands up)
I"'min the sane fix you are,
Mss Harding. | can't do
anyt hing inportant either w thout
approval from higher up. Good
luck at your conference.

She wat ches himgo. Wen she turns back to her desk she
sees the paper on the floor. She picks it up, reads it, and
rushes out of her office.

W PE TO
I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Archie waltzes in fromhis day about town. Wlfe is at his
desk readi ng and doesn't stop.

ARCHI E
The hooks are baited.

WOLFE

(marking his page and

putting his book down)
You nust have been uncommonly
transparent. M Cranmer has
phoned. M. Travis of the FB
has phoned. M. Rhode of the
Wal dorf has phoned. It's tinme
for | unch.

Wl fe heads to the dining room Archie starts to foll ow
when the phone rings. Archie picks it up. [|NTERCUT AS
NECESSARY, including Wlfe eating alone in the dining room



ARCHI E
Nero Wl fe's office, Archie
Goodwi n speaki ng.

SECRETARY
M ss Harding calling M. Wl fe.
Put M. Wl fe on please.

ARCHI E
Not hing doing. M. Wlfe is
engaged with a pork roast so
"1l have to do.

SECRETARY
This is quite irregular. Just
one nonent.

ARCH E (V.Q)
In the Land of the Secretary,
"one noment" can nean anyt hing
from 10 seconds to 10 m nutes.

M SS HARDI NG
Good norning, M. Goodw n.
Hattie Harding here. M. Erskine
would like to see M. Wl fe.
How soon can M. Wl fe be here?

ARCHI E
As you probably know, M. Wlfe
sel dom | eaves the house for any
pur pose what ever, and never
merely on business.

M SS HARDI NG
| know t hat! But this is M.
Er ski ne!

ARCHI E
To you, he is all of that. To
M. Wlfe he is nothing but a
pest. M. Wlfe hates to work,
even at hone.

M SS HARDI NG
Pl ease hol d.

ARCH E (V. Q)
This time | waited t
m nut es

he full ten

8. 5-13-06

RIS QUT AND IN



9. 5-13-06
I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - LUNCHTI ME - TEN M NUTES LATER -
Archie waits, bored.

M SS HARDI NG
M. Goodw n?

ARCHI E
Still here. dder and w ser,
but still here.

M SS HARDI NG
M. Erskine will be at M.
Wl fe' s office at 4:30 this

af t er noon.

ARCHI E
Listen Public Relations, if he
cones at 4:30 he'll wait an

hour and a half. M. Wlfe is
up in the orchid roonms from
4:00 to 6:00 in the afternoon,
and not hi ng has ever changed it
or ever wll.

M SS HARDI NG
That's ridi cul ous!

ARCHI E
Sure it is. Sois this ring-
around-t he-rosy nethod for a
man conmmuni cating w th anot her
man, but | stand for it.

M SS HARDI NG
Hold the wre.

W PE TO
| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
Archie enters. Nero is eating.

ARCHI E
Operation Payroll in under way.
M. Frank Erskine, President of
the National |ndustri al
Associ ation, with outriders,
wll be here at ten m nutes
past three.

WOLFE
Satisfactory Archie.



We hold on Archie, trying not to beam

I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Four

men are seated in Wilfe's office.

speaki ng.

FRANK ERSKI NE

10. 5-13-06

W PE TO

One of themis

This may be a waste of tinme for

you, M. Wlfe. It seened

i npossi ble to get any

sati sfactory information on the
t el ephone. Have you been engaged
by anyone to investigate this

matter?

WOLFE

VWhat matter, M. Erskine?

FRANK ERSKI NE

Uh - this - the death of Cheney

Boone.

WOLFE
Let me put it this way. | have
agreed to nothing and | have
accepted no fee. | amcommtted

to no interest.

BRESLOW

In a case of nurder, there is
only one interest, the interest

of justice.
ED ERSKI NE
(he's Frank's son)
Ch, for God' s sake..

FRANK ERSKI NE

(turning to the others)

| f necessary the rest of you
can leave and I'll do this alone.

(back to Wl fe)

What opi ni on have you fornmed

about it?

WOLFE

Opi nions from experts cost noney.

FRANK ERSKI NE
We'l|l pay you for it.

*



W NTERHOFF
A reasonabl e anpbunt.

WOLFE
It wouldn't be worth even that
unless | did sonme work and,
don't like to work. Did you
come here with the notion of
hiring ne?

FRANK ERSKI NE
VWell - that has been di scussed
as a possibility.

WOLFE
For you gentlenen as individuals,
or on behalf of the N A?

FRANK ERSKI NE
It was di scussed as an
Associ ati on matter

WOLFE
| woul d advi se strongly agai nst
it. You mght be wasting your
noney.

FRANK ERSKI NE
Wiy? Aren't you a good
i nvestigator?

WOLFE

| amthe best. But the situation
is obvious. Wat you are
concerned about is the reputation
and standi ng of your associ ation.
In the public mnd the trial
has al ready been held and the
verdi ct rendered. Ni ne peopl e
out of ten are confident that
t hey al ready know who nurdered
M. Boone. The N A

(turning to Archie)
Archie, what was it the nan at
t he bank sai d?

ARCHI E
Oh, just that gag that's going
around. That N A stands for
Not | nnocent Atall

FRANK ERSKI NE
But that's preposterous!

11.

5-13-06



12. 5-13-06

WOLFE
Certainly, but there it is.

The NI A nen exchange gl oony | ooks.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
| admt it would be worth al nost
any anount to your Association
to have the nurderer exposed,
but I would tackle the job only
with the greatest reluctance.
Archi e?

Archie stands up as if to escort themto the front door, but
the nen don't rise. |Instead, they exchange gl ances, as if
consul ti ng each other.

W NTERHOFF
| woul d go ahead, Frank.

BRESLOW
VWhat el se can we do?

FRANK ERSKI NE

(as he gets out a check

book and writes)
We are businessnen, M. Wl fe.
We understand that you can't
guarantee anything. But if we
ask you to undertake this matter,
| suppose we had better tel
you all we know about it.

WOLFE
Not right now. It would be
better for you to return this
eveni ng, say at nine o'clock.

None of the nen like this and they all ad |ib protests.

W NTERHOFF
And | have an appoi ntnent |
can't break.

WOLFE

As you pl ease, sir.
(he turns to Archie)

Archi e, your notebook. A
telegram "You are invited to
join a discussion of the Boone
murder at the office of Nero
Wl fe at nine o' clock, this

( MORE)



13. 5-13-06

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
evening." Sign ny nane and
send it at once to Inspector
Cranmer, M. Spero, M. Kates,
M ss Gunther, Ms. Boone, Mss
Ni na Boone, and perhaps others,

we'll see later.
(he turns back to the
Nl A nen)

WI1l you gentl enen be here?

Archie starts banging the typewiter. The nmen take a beat
and get up to | eave, exchanging remarks under..

ARCH E (V. Q)
|"m conpelled to admt that
Wl fe had earned ny admration,
not for conceiving Operation
Payroll, not for his obvious
variation of the old hard-to-
get finesse, not even for the
gall of those telegrans; No.
VWhat | admred was his common
sense. He wanted to get a | ook
at those people and he knew
that they couldn't afford to

stay away.
CUT TO
10 | NT. WOLFE' S FRONT DOOR -- AFTERNOON
The doorbell is ringing as Archie steps into frane to answer.
MAN AT DOOR
Hello. 1'Il bet your Archie

Goodwi n.  You cane to see M ss
Har di ng yesterday. She told ne
about you. Aren't you Archie

Goodwi n?

ARCHI E
Yep.

MAN AT DOOR
| thought so. May | cone in?
l'd like to see M. Wl fe. [ m
Don O Neill. Presi dent of

O Neill and Warder, and a nenber
of that Godforsaken

congl oneration of antiques, the
NI A

W PE TO
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| NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE -

Tight on Wlfe's face,
hi m

DAY

he's angry at Archie for

WOLFE

Wll, sir?

O NEI LL

| admre your office.

WOLFE

Thank you. But | assune that

wasn' t

Ch no.
Di nner
m ddl e

what you cane for

O NEI LL

Bei ng Chai rman of the
Commttee, I'min the
of this thing whether

like it or not - | wouldn't say
|"minvolved, but I"'mcertainly
very concer ned.

WOLFE
Has anyone suggested you are
i nvol ved?

O NEI LL

Suggested? That's putting it

midly.

The police are taking

the position that everyone
connected with the NIAis
i nvol ved. Don't get me wong

M. Wl

fe, but this idea of

spendi ng our own noney to

investigate a nurder, that's
unrealistic and | told them so.
WOLFE
(bor ed)
Adm rable. For the purpose of
persuading nme to call it off?
O NEI LL
Ch, no. | saw that was hopel ess.
You wouldn't do that. Wuld
you?
WOLFE
|"mafraid not without sone
excel l ent reason. | need the
nmoney. Then what did you cone

for?

14. 5-13-06

nterrupting

11
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15. 5-13-06

O NEI LL
| canme to ask you if Erskine
hired you to protect N A nenbers
by getting attention shifted
el sewhere. FErskine said, "no",
but ten thousand for a straight
inquiry job is way above the
cl ouds.

WOLFE

| also say no, M. O Neill
But I'mafraid that won't help
you rmuch. Waat if M. Erskine
and | are both |ying?

(he shifts subjects)
We have invited sone people to
meet here this evening and tal k
it over. Wy don't you cone
and keep an eye on us?

O NEI LL
Oh, I"'mcomng. | told Erskine
and the others |I'm com ng.

WOLFE
Good. Then we won't keep you
now. - Archie?

Nero picks up his book and starts to read. O Neill stares
at himfor a beat, then Archie is at his el bow and he gets
up and | eaves.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - NI GHT 12

Wl fe is leaning back in his chair with his eyes half closed.
There are thirteen people in the room The four N A guys
plus O Neill and Harding, |nspector Craner, Purely Stebbins,
G G Spero and, fromthe BPR side, Ms. Boone, N na Boone,

Al ger Kates, and Sol onon Dexter. Wlfe is not happy with
the progress of the neeting. Craner isn't either, since he

| ong ago realized that Wl fe has no insight into the case
and is just surveying the human | andscape.

CRAMER
(to Wl fe)
Everyone in this room has an
alibi. As far as is known,

Phoebe Gunther, who isn't here,

was the | ast person to see Boone

alive when she delivered the

props for his speech, including
( MORE)



CRAMER ( CONT' D)

t he nonkey wench that was used
to kill him Kates over there
di scovered the body at 7:45.
Boone had arrived | ate and gone
straight to the reception room
carrying a little | eather case
he had with him

MRS. BOONE
That was the case that M ss
@Qunt her says she forgot about

and left on a window sill, but...

M SS HARDI NG
And M ss Qunther is absolutely
wrong, because four different
peopl e saw that case in her
hand as she left the reception
room

SOLOVON DEXTER
(snorting)
It's amazing what. ..

WOLFE
(wiggling a finger at
Dext er)
Pl ease sir.
(back to Craner)
VWhat was this case? A brief
case? A vanity case?

CRAMER
No. It was nore like a doctor's
case, and it contained cylinders
froma dictating machine. Boone
brought the cylinders with him
from Washi ngton for M ss Qunther
to transcribe. After she |eft
Boone, she says she took the
case to the reception room and
left it there on the w ndow
sill.

WOLFE
What was on the cylinders?
Letters? What?

CRAMER
M ss @Qunther didn't know. Boone
didn't tell her.

16. 5-13-06



They al |

go at

WOLFE
Did anyone see the case in the
reception roonf

SPERO
Nobody will say so. The head
Nl A man from Washi ngton was the
| ast person in there..

BRESLOW
By God, there it is! [It's always
an NlA man! That's damed silly,
Spero, and don't forget where
FBI salaries come from

each ot her. It's bedl am

ARCH E (V.Q)
From that point on the nud was
flying nore or | ess constantly.
Finally, Wlfe silenced them
with a bell ow

WOLFE
Enough! The constant reference
to the NTA is unfortunate, sir,
but it can't be hel ped. M.
Boone had many enem es, and you
can not deny that a | arge nunber
of them were nenbers of the
NI A

W NTERHOFF
But it certainly isn't always
an eneny, M. Wlfe. For an
illustration, M. Dexter here
wasn't Boone's eneny. Qite
the contrary, they were friends.
But if M. Dexter had been filled
with anbition to becone Director
of the BPR, and that's what he
is at this monment - he m ght
concei vably have taken steps to
make the office vacant.

SOLOMON DEXTER
Are you preferring a charge,
M. Wnterhoff?

W NTERHOFF
Not at all. As | said, nerely
an illustration.

17.

5-13-06



FRANK ERSKI NE
M. Wnterhoff has made an
obvi ous point.

BRESLOW
One of several. There are
others. The tal k about Boone
and his secretary, Phoebe
@Qunt her, has been going on for
nmont hs.

ALGER KATES
(standi ng up, outraged)
| want to protest that this is
utterly despi cabl e and beyond
t he bounds of commobn decency!

O NEI LL
You keep out of this Kates!
Sit down and shut up!

FRANK ERSKI NE

Surely, M. Kates, you are aware
t hat personal enotions such as

| eal ousy and revenge often result
in violence. It would be proper
to ask you, for exanple, whether
it was true that you wanted to
marry Boone's niece, here, and
were awar e that Boone opposed

it and intended to prevent...

NI NA
Why, you big liar!

ALCER KATES

Whether it is proper or not, it
is certainly not proper for you
to ask nme anything, whatever!

(turning to Wl fe)
M. Wlfe. You are in the pay
of the NNA. D d you invite us
here for a typical NA
i nqusi tion?

CRAMER
(standi ng up)

"Il tell you why you were
invited. You were invited
because he wanted to | earn al
he could as quick as he coul d,
wi thout |eaving his chair.

( MORE)

18. 5-13-06
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19. 5-13-06

CRAMER ( CONT' D)
| don't know about the rest of
you, but | was a sucker to cone.
(he turns to Spero)
You com ng Spero?

Everyone watches as they head for the door and out.

ARCH E (V. Q)
O course, that ended it. The
BPR di dn't want anynore anyhow,
and though the NI A showed an
inclination to stay and nake
suggestions, Wl fe used his
vet o power on that.

W PE TO

I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - N GHT - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER

Archi e cones back into the office after having seen the |ast

of them out.

ARCHI E
Too bad Craner bolixed it up
like that. |If we had kept at

them for awhile, say another
two weeks, we m ght have got
started sonewhere.

WOLFE
It was not too bad.

ARCHI E
Oh. . Then it was a scream ng
success. O all our guests,
whi ch do you think is the nost
i nteresting.

WOLFE
The nost interesting was M ss
Gunt her.

ARCHI E
Yeah? Because?

WOLFE
Because she didn't come. You
have her address?

ARCHI E
Sure, | sent the telegram..

13
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15

20. 5-13-06

WOLFE
Go and bring her here.

ARCHI E
It is now twenty m nutes past
el even.

WOLFE
The streets are | ess dangerous
at night, with the reduced
traffic.

Archie just stares at Nero who pours the beer which Fritz
has just brought and opens his book.

CUT TO

| NT. APARTMENT HALLWAY -- N GHT 14

The el evator doors open revealing Archie. He exits and finds
the right door. Al of this under..

ARCH E (V.Q)
It is not my customto nmake
personal remarks to young wonen
during the first five mnutes
after neeting them But when
pushed the button and she opened
the door, the ceiling |light
ri ght above her was shining on
her hair, and what popped out
was: ol den Bant am

PHOEBE
Yes, that's what | dye it wth.

FOLLOW NG THEM

| NT. KATES APARTMENT - NI GHT 15

PHOEBE
Let nme take your coat.

She hangs the coat on a nearby hook and | eads Archie into
the living roomwhere she turns around to him

PHCEBE ( CONT' D)
You know M. Kates?

Al'l but hidden, sitting off in a corner, is Al ger Kates.

ARCHI E
Hel | o.



ALCGER KATES
Good eveni ng.

PHOEBE
Sit domm. M. Kates cane to
tell nme what happened at your
party this evening. WII you
have a dri nk?

ARCHI E
No, thanks.
PHOEBE
VWll. Ddyou cone to see what

col or my hair is or was there
sonet hi ng el se?

ARCHI E
|"msorry to bust in on you and
M. Kates.

PHOEBE
That's all right. Isn't it,
Al ?

ALGER KATES
It is not alright with nme. It

woul d be folly to trust him
As | told you, he's in the pay
of the NI A

PHOEBE

So you did. But since we know
enough not to trust him all we
have to do is be a little smarter
than he is in order to get nore
out of himthan he gets out of
us.

(turning back to Archie)
| have a theory about M. Kates.
He nust read ol d fashi oned novel s
because of the way he talks. |
woul dn't suppose a research man
woul d read novels at all. Wat
woul d you suppose?

ARCHI E
| don't discuss people who don't
trust me. And | don't think
you are.

PHOEBE
Are what ?

21.
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ARCHI E
Smarter than nme. | admt you're
prettier, but | doubt if you're
smarter. | was spelling chanpion
of Zanesville, Chio, at the age
of twelve.

PHOEBE
Spel | "snoop".

ARCHI E
That's just childish. | don't

i magi ne you're hinting that

cat chi ng people who commt crines
is wrk to be ashaned of, since
you're smart, so if what...

Archi e stops tal king because she is "possibly" |aughing at
him He's been had.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)

Ckay, you got a poke in and
made nme blink. Round one for
you. Round two. Here's a free
tip: If you think a BPR man did
it, and don't want him caught,
bounce ne out imediately and
keep as far away fromM. Wlfe
as possible. If you think an
NlA man did it and you' d like
to hel p, get your coat and cone
to M. Wlfe's office with ne.

(he turns to Kates)
If you did it yourself, you
m ght as well cone al ong and
confess and get it over wth.

ALCER KATES
| told you! See how he led up
to that?

PHOEBE
Don't be silly. 1'll explain

it to you. Finding that | am
smarter than he is, he decided
to pick on you, and he certainly
got evidence that you're a sap.
In fact, you'd better get going.
Leave himto ne. | may see you
at the office tonorrow.

ALGER KATES
No! He'll go on that way!
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ARCHI E (V. Q)
Kates | ost the argunment, of
course. Wthin mnutes the
door was cl osed and M ss Qunt her
was back on the couch anong the
cushions smling at ne.

PHOEBE
Alright. Go ahead. Teach ne
the multiplication tables.

ARCHI E
(getting up, ignoring
t he questi on)
May | use your phone?

PHOEBE
What am | supposed to do? Ask
who You want to call?

ARCHI E

No, just say yes.
PHOEBE

Yes. It's right over there.
ARCHI E

| see, thanks.
Archi e picks up the phone and dials. After a beat he speaks.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
M. Wlfe? Archie. |'mup
here with Mss Gunther in her
apartnment, and | don't think
it's a good plan to bring her
down there as you suggest ed.
In the first place she's
extrenely smart, but that's not
it. She's the one |I've been
dream ng about the last ten

years. | don't nmean she's
beautiful, that's nerely a matter
of taste, | only nean she is

exactly what 1've had in m nd.
Therefore it would be nuch better
to let me handle her. You go

on to bed and I'll get in touch
with you in the norning.

Archi e hangs up the phone and turns back to Phoebe, but she
is now standing in the doorway with her coat and hat on.
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PHOEBE
Al'l right, cone on

ARCHI E
Come on where?

PHOEBE
Don't be denure. You worked
hard trying to figure out a way
of getting me down to Nero
Wlfe's office, and you did a
good job. 1'Il give you round
two. By the way, I'mglad you
don't think I'm beautiful.
Nothing irritates a wonman nore
than to be thought beautiful.

ARCHI E
| didn't say I didn't think you
were beautiful. | said.....
PHOEBE

| heard what you said. It

st abbed ne cl ear through because
it just happens | do think I'm
beauti ful .

ARCHI E
So do.. ..

He stops hinself as they exchange gl ances.

ARCH E (V. O ) (CONT' D)
Just in time | saw the corner
of her mouth noving and bit it
off. If you think I was nuffing
everyt hing she threw ny way,
won't argue. The hell of it
was that she was beauti ful

As they exit we.... *
WPE TO *
| NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - NI GHT - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER 16*

Wl fe is staring at Phoebe Gunther.

PHOEBE
Wien | got to the Wal dorf
| earned that M. Boone had asked
for privacy and been taken to
t hat room
( MORE)



PHOEBE ( CONT' D)
CGeneral Erskine took ne there
wi th the baby carriage and the
rest of the props.

WOLFE
Gener al Erski ne?

PHOEBE
He's a B.G One of the youngest
generals in the Air Force.

WOLFE
Do you know himwel | ?
PHOEBE
No, | have only seen himonce
or twice. But naturally I hate
him | hate everybody connected

with the N A

WOLFE
Naturally. Go ahead.

PHOEBE
| stayed no nore than two
mnutes. As | was |eaving he
handed ne the | eather case. |
went to the reception roomto
get a drink and then joined the
others in the ballroom | was
eating nmy fruit cocktail when
remenber ed about the | eather
case, that | had left it on the
w ndow sill in the reception
room Wen | returned there to
retrieve it, it was gone.

WOLFE
Had you | ooked in the case?

PHOEBE
No. M. Boone had told ne the
case contained cylinders he had
di ctated i n Washi ngton t hat
af t er noon.

WOLFE
Four people say that you took
the case with you fromthe
reception roomto the ballroom
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PHOEBE
You believe themor you believe
ne.

WOLFE
What did M. Boone rely on you
for?

PHCEBE
To do what he told ne to.

WOLFE
O course, but what did he get
fromyou? Obedience? Loyalty?
Conmpani onshi p? Ecstasy?

PHOEBE
Oh, for the Lord' s sake. You
sound like a congressman's w fe.
VWhat he got was first class
work. |'mnot saying that during
the two years | worked for M.
Boone | was al ways fresh out of
ecstasy, but | never took it to
the office with nme, and anyway
| was saving it up until | net
M. Goodw n.

WOLFE
Since the NTA is being blaned
for M. Boone's nurder, you
must understand that it is very
desirable, fromthe standpoint
of the NIA that the nurderer
be caught ?

PHOEBE
Yes. That's why | agreed to
see you.

WOLFE
Then, doesn't it follow that
you and the BPR woul d prefer
not to have hi m caught?

PHOEBE
It may follow, but I'mafraid
|"mnot that logical, so | don't
feel that way.

WOLFE
But in that case, why didn't
you accept nmy invitation to
( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
cone and discuss it earlier
this eveni ng?

PHCEBE
Because | didn't feel like it.

WOLFE
But you canme with M. Goodw n.

PHOEBE
Certainly. Any girl who needed
a rest would go anywhere with
M. Goodw n, because she woul dn't
have to use her mnd. However
| didn't intend to stay al
ni ght, and what about my turn?

WOLFE
Very well, Mss Gunther. |
agreed to answer your questions.

PHOEBE
Who approached you fromthe N A
and what have you agreed to do?

WOLFE
Er ski ne, Wnterhoff, Erskine
Jr. Breslow and, later, O Neil
They hired ne to catch the
murderer. \Wat....

PHOEBE
No matter who it is?

WOLFE
Yes. Don't interrupt. What
they pay will depend on what |

charge. It will be adequate.
| don't like the N A. "' m an
anar chi st.

PHOEBE

Did they try to persuade you
that the nurderer is not an N A
menber ?

WOLFE
No.

PHOEBE
Do you think one of those five
mur dered hi n?



WOLFE
No.

PHOEBE
This is silly. You say nothing
but no.

WOLFE
"' m answeri ng your questions.
And so far | haven't told you a
lie. | doubt if you could say
as nuch.

PHOEBE
VWiy? What did | tell you that
wasn't true?

WOLFE
| have no idea. Not yet.
wi |l have. Go ahead.

PHOEBE
Do you think that the use of
t he nonkey w ench, which no one
coul d have known was there,
proves the nurder was
unprenedi t at ed?

WOLFE
No.

PHOEBE
But it m ght have been
unprenedi t at ed?

WOLFE
Yes.

PHOEBE
Has any NI A man sai d anyt hing
to you that indicated who took
t hat | eather case?

WOLFE
No.

PHCEBE
O where it is now?

WOLFE
No.
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PHOEBE
Have you any idea who the
mur derer is?

WOLFE
No.

PHOEBE
This is a lot of nonsense. How
do I know that a single thing
you tell ne is the truth?

WOLFE
| am under the sane handi cap as
you.

PHOEBE

But | have nothing to |ie about!

WOLFE
Phui. Everybody has sonet hi ng
to lie about. Go ahead.

PHOEBE
No. It's perfectly useless.
"1l go honme and go to bed.

She gets up and | ooks at Archie who rises as if on command.

PHOEBE ( CONT' D)
Wbul d you show ne which way to
go for a taxi?

ARCHI E
"1l run you up. | have to put
the car away anyhow.

She waits for Archie and they head out of the office.

CUT TO
| NT. WOLFE' S FRONT DOOR -- N GHT -- CONTI NUQUS
As they head toward the front door.

ARCHI E
(as if to a stranger)
So you took Nero Wl fe on.

PHOEBE
Don't be al oof.
(She takes Archie's arm
Don't pay attention to that.
( MORE)
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PHCEBE ( CONT' D)
It doesn't nean anything. Once
inawilel like to feel a
man's arm that's all.

ARCHI E
Ok, |'ma nan.

PHOEBE
So | suspect ed.

ARCHI E
When this is over I'd be glad
to teach you how to play pool
or ook up words in the
di ctionary.

PHOEBE
Thanks. Wen this is all over.

Phoebe takes the | ead as Archie opens the door and they go
out.

W PE TO
I NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT - TVWENTY M NUTES LATER 18*

Archie enters. Wlfe is standing at the el evator door waiting *
for Archie.

WOLFE
Do not conmmuni cate further with
M ss Gunt her except on ny order
A woman who is not a fool is
dangerous. In the norning get
Saul and Fred here. Good night.

Wl fe exits. Archie' s left standing.

ARCHI E
Yeah, Good ni ght.
DI SSOCLVE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG 19

Fred and Saul are standing near Nero's desk. Archie is at
hi s desk.

WOLFE
Saul you will take the Wal dorf.
Cover everything and everybody.
( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Spend as many hours or days as
necessary. Fred, you wll
proceed to the NIA offices and
start conpiling lists as
instructed. Report to ne.
Take no action on your own.
You under st and?

Saul and Fred acknow edge Wl fe and get up and | eave. As
soon as they are out the door Archie turns to Wlfe.

ARCHI E

Is it really as bad as that?
WOLFE

As bad as what?
ARCHI E

You know darned well. Fifty

dollars a day for Saul and Fred
to chase the dregs. Were is
there any genius in that?

WOLFE
CGeni us? What can genius do
with this confounded free-for-
all? A thousand peopl e, al
wi th notive and opportunity,
and the neans at hand. Wy the

devil | ever |et you persuade
ne. ...

ARCHI E
No, sir. Don't try to blanme it
on ne! [|If you want to admt

you're licked you can w ggle

out. Just sign a check for ten
t housand, and you can dictate a
letter to them sayi ng on account
of you having caught the nunps...

WOLFE
Shut up! How can | return noney
| haven't received?

ARCHI E
But you have. The check was in
the norning mail and |I've
deposited it.

WOLFE
Good God. [t's in the bank?



ARCHI E
Yes, sir.

Wl fe rings for beer savagely.

ARCH E ( CONT' D)
So you have not hi ng, nothing
what ever ?

WOLFE
Certainly | have sonet hi ng.

Not what Archie expected to hear.

ARCHI E
Yeah? \Wat?

WOLFE
Something M. O Neill said
yesterday afternoon. Sonething
very peculiar.

ARCHI E
What ?
WOLFE
Not for you. I'Il put Saul or

Fred on it tonorrow.

32.
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Archie just stares at Wl fe as Fritz delivers the beer and

two newspapers.

ARCH E (V. Q)

(pi cking up the paper
and sitting at his
desk)

| didn't believe a word of it.
| remenbered everything Don

O Neill said, and believed it
| ess than ever....

(He is now focusing on
sonmething in the
newspaper. He | ooks up
and sees that Wlfe is
al so)

WOLFE
| ndeed.

ARCHI E
| ndeed. | ndeed.
( MORE)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)

(we see a headl i ne:

"Murderer Returns

Victims Wallet")
The nurderer takes Boone's wall et
and then returns it with
contents. | understand returning
t he weddi ng phot ograph, but why
return the car registration but
not his driver's |license?

WOLFE
This is the first finger that
has pointed in any direction at
al | .

ARCHI E
Sure, nowit's a cinch. Al we
have to do is find out which of
t hose thousand plus people is a
sentinentali st and we've got
hi m

Fritz enters fromthe hallway carrying a little tray with
what | ooks |ike an envel ope.

FRI TZ
Tel egram sir. From M. Breslow.

WOLFE
Thank you, Fritz.

Archie | ooks on as Wl fe opens and then reads the tel egram

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
"Circunmstances nmake it inpossible
to continue surveill ance of
O Neill, but believe it essential
this be done. Can guarentee
not hi ng. "

(Wl fe turns to Archi e,

wi t heringly)
Per haps, you will be good enough
to tell ne what other
arrangenents you have nade for
handling this case?!

ARCHI E
No, sir, not ne.

WOLFE
You know not hi ng of this?
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ARCHI E
No, don't you?
WOLFE
Get M. Breslow on the phone.
W PE TO
20 I NT. WOLFE'S OFFICE - NI GHT - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER 20
Wl fe has the phone to his ear. Intercut as necessary.

BRESLOW
Yes, Wl fe? Have you got
sonet hing? Well? Wll?

WOLFE
| have a question to ask...

BRESLOW
Yes? What is it?

WOLFE
| am about to ask it. That was
why | had M. Goodwi n call your
nunber and ask for you, so you
could be on one end of the
t el ephone and nme on the other
end, and then | could ask you
this question. Tell ne when
you are ready, sir.

BRESLOW
|"mready! Damm it, what is
it?

WOLFE

Good. Here it is. About that
tel egram you sent ne....

BRESLOW
Tel egranf? \What Tel egranf? |
haven't sent you any tel egram

WOLFE
You know not hi ng about a tel egram
to me?

BRESLOW

No! Not hi ng whatever. Wat.....

WOLFE
Then it's a m st ake.
( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
| suspected as nuch. | was
expecting one froma man naned
Bristow. My apologies, sir,
for disturbing you. Good-by.

We can hear Breslow trying to prolong the conversation but
Ner o hangs up on him

ARCHI E
Do we have it traced? O do we
assune that whoever sent it
knows about phone boot hs?

WOLFE
Confound it! W can't afford
toignore it. You had better
get himin the norning as he
|l eaves. Call Orie if you need
hel p

CUT TO
21 EXT. O NEILL"S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - THE NEXT MORNI NG

ARCH E (V.Q)
Tailing soneone in New York can
be al nbst anything. You can
wear out your brain and nuscl es
in s strenuous ten hour stretch,
or you can lose himin the first
five mnutes. Alittle after
eight in the norning | sat in a
taxi fifty paces North of
O Neill's apartnment house. At
ten o'clock I saw O Neill
energing to the sidewal k. That's
hi m

Archie's Taxi starts to roll as we see ONeill flag his own
taxi, get in and take off. W see a few shots of Archie
followng O Neill

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Wth the thin traffic on Sunday,
it took sone skill to avoid
di scovery, but it wasn't |ong
before O Neill's cab stopped at
the entrance to Grand Central
Station and O Neill hopped out
and started in. Ddn't | tel
you? He's hopping it. See you
in court.
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Archie is quickly across the street and following O Neill on
foot. Inside the building O Neill appears to know exactly
where he's going and very shortly arrives at the Parcel Room
on the upper |evel.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
He gave no sign of suspecting
t hat anyone had an eye on him
and where he finally wound up
was not one of the train
entrances, but the nmain parcel
roomon the upper level. He
handed in a ticket and was given
an object that even from where
| stood, thirty feet off, |ooked
as if it mght be of interest.

is handed a little rectangul ar | eather case which he
y slides under his top coat and heads back out of the
g Archie follows at a discreet distance, but when
hails a cab back on the street...

O

pronp

bui | di

O Nei
ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)

| followed himback to the street

where he took a |left and snared

a cab alnost inmmediately. |
deci ded that woul d not do.

Archie closes the gap quickly and just as ONeill is trying
to shut the door Archie steps in and sits down.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Hello there, M. ONeill! Going
uptowmn? Mnd giving ne a lift?

Archie is on the seat beside O Neill before he can answer.

O NEI LL
(Flustered, but handling
it pretty well)
Why, hell o, Goodw n! \Were did
you cone fron? |I'm- well, no,
the fact is |I'mnot going uptown.

CAB DRI VER
Make up your m nd.

ARCHI E
It doesn't matter. | just want
to ask you a couple of questions
about that | eather case under
your coat.
(to the driver)
Head to West 38th Street.
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CAB DRI VER
It's not your cab. What is
this, a hard touch?
O NEI LL
No. It's alright. W're
friends. Go ahead. But turn
North on Fifth Avenue.

ARCHI E
Al right if you want to, but |
t hought we woul d save tine by
going straight to Nero Wl fe's
place. He will be even curiouser
than I am about what's in that
t hi ng.

O NEI LL
(to the cabby)
The address is 350 Park Avenue.

ARCHI E
Lookit. | don't like the idea
of your apartnent, and if we go
there, 1'll display a |license

to the doornman, put ny arns
around you, and nake himcall

t he nineteenth precinct. That
woul d create quite a hubbub
with I nspector Cranmer. Also, |
saw the | ook in your eye and
don't try it. |I'mnore than 20
years younger than you and it
woul dn't take nuch.

O Neill face registers resignation.

WPE TO
I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY 22
Ten hol |l ow bl ack cylinders, about 3 inches in diameter and 6

inches long stand on end on Nero's desk. The |eather case,
st anped "Cheney Boone, Property of the BPR' stands near by.

O Neill is pacing while Archie and Nero are at their desks.
WOLFE
M. ONeill. That tranping

back and forth is extrenely
irritating.



O NEI LL
"' m not going to answer any
guestions until 1've heard those
cyl i nders.

ARCHI E
Shall 1 tie himup?

WOLFE
Do you want to explain how you
got that case?

O NEI LL
"1l explainit when | feel
like it.

WOLFE
Nonsense. | didn't take you
for a ni nconpoop.

O NEI LL
Go to hell.

WOLFE
If that's the best you can do,
you are a ni nconpoop. Wen
t hat machi ne gets here M.
Goodwin will carry you out and
set you on the stoop. Then he

and | will listen to the
cyl i nders.
O NEI LL

You woul dn't do that.

WOLFE
| won't. M. Goodwin will.

O NEI LL
Damm you! Wat do you want ?

WOLFE
| want to know where you got
t hose thi ngs.

O NEI LL
Al right. Last evening | got
a call at hone. It was a woman.

She said her nanme was Dor ot hy
Unger and she worked at the
BPR  She said she had nmade a
bad m st ake.

( MORE)
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O NEI LL ( CONT' D)
She was sending ne a flyer and
had accidentally encl osed a
baggage claimtag fromthe parce
roomat Gand Central Station
and would | return it as soon
as possible. This norning |
recei ved the envel ope and the
tags were in it and you know
what | did since you arranged
It.

WOLFE

| see. You think | arranged
it?

O NEI LL
No. | know you arranged it.
And | fell for it. No wonder
that you think I'm a ni nconpoop!

WOLFE
Do you have the envelop with
you?

O NEI LL
Yes.
WOLFE
Gve it to M. Goodw n.
O NEI LL
No. |'mgoing to have sone

detective work done on that
envel op and not by you.

WOLFE
Then you won't hear what those
cylinders have to say. Mst |
keep repeating nysel f?

O NEI LL
But | nust hear it. | have
reason to suppose, and so do
you, that those cylinders contain
confidential dictation by Cheney
Boone whi ch may have sonet hi ng
to do with his nmurder, and if
so | want to know it.

39. 5-13-06

Nero says nothing. O Neill looks fromArchie back to Nero

and realises he has lost this round.

He takes the envel ope

out of his pocket and hands it to Archie who | ooks it over

qui ckly.
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ARCHI E
The post office enpl oyees get
nmore careless all the tine.
Only one out of the five stanps
is cancell ed.

O NEI LL
VWhat ? What of it?

WOLFE
Not hing. M. Goodwin likes to
brag. It proves nothing.

Fritz enters fromthe hall.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Yes, Fritz?

FRI TZ
The nmachi ne is here.

Fritz stands aside as a technician wheels a stenophone nmachine *
into Wlfe's office.

W PE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - N GHT - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER 23

The machi ne has been plugged in and the technician has
explained it's use.

TECHNI Cl AN
WIl that be all?

ARCHI E
Yes. Thank you.
(motioning to Fritz)
Fritz.

Fritz | eads the man out and shuts the door behind him Ner o
turns to Archie.

WOLFE
Now, Archie, if you'll get M.
O Neill's hat and coat.

O Neill stares at Wl fe for a second, then | aughs. He turns
to Archie who takes several steps toward him O Neill takes
several steps backwards, suddenly very angry.

O NEI LL
So that's howit is. You think
you can doubl e cross Don O Neill
You' d better not.
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WOLFE

Phui . | have given you no
assurance that you woul d be
al l owed to hear these things.
It would be manifestly inproper
to permt an official of the
NlA to listen to confidenti al
dictation of the director of
the BPR  Well, sir? Do you
prefer to be self-propelled?

O NEI LL
|"mnot |eaving this room

WOLFE
Ar chi e?

ARCHI E
(cl osing the gap)
Come on, cone with Archie.

O Neill actually starts a right for Archie's jaw. At | east
it seens that that was what he thought he was doi ng.

ARCH E ( CONT' D)
That's too slowto hit anything
that isn't nailed down.

Archie spins himaround in order to carry himout but O Neil
kicks him It doesn't actually hurt Archie, but it makes
hi m mad. Archie plugs himand he goes down. Archie grabs
hi s ankles and drags himto the front door which Fritz opens
obligingly. ONeill is deposited on the front stoop. Fritz
drops his coat and hat on top.

CUT TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MVEDI ATELY AFTERWARD

Archie is tinkering with the machine. Several cylinders
stand near by.

WOLFE
| dislike commoption. | didn't
tell you to hit him

ARCHI E
He tried to kick me. He did
kick me. Next tinme you do it.

WOLFE
Start that machi ne goi ng.
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ARCH E (V.Q)
It took nore than an hour to
run off all ten cylinders.

We see Archie changing cylinders, Nero drinking beer, Archie
bei ng bored, replacing cylinders in the | eather case. Etc.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
There was not hi ng spect acul ar
anywhere in the lot, and by the
time we finished I couldn't
bl ame Wl fe for being depressed.
The only itemworth nentioning
was that at |east four of the
cylinders contained evidence
that they had been dictated
prior to the day of the nurder.
Had Boone picked up the wong
case when he | eft Washi ngton?

WOLFE
Take the cylinders down to M.
Cranmer and tell himhow we got

t hem
ARCHI E

Tel |l hi m everythi ng?
WOLFE

Yes.
ARCHI E

Craner will have a fit.

WOLFE
No doubt. Then bring M ss
@Qunt her here.

ARCHI E
Her ? Phoebe Gunt her?
WOLFE
Yes.
ARCHI E
That's dangerous. Isn't it too

risky to trust me with her?

WOLFE
Yes, but | want to see her.

ARCHI E
. It's on you.
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43. 5-13-06
| NT. POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT 25*
Archie sits in front of Craner's desk. The |eather case *
sits on the desk.
CRAMER *
"Il be dammed, this sounds *
I i ke sonet hing.
As they talk we hear.... *
ARCH E (V. Q) *
Qobvi ously, Craner was desperate. *
| f he had had any start on the
Boone nurder he woul d have waved
his prerogative in front of ny
nose and cussed Wl fe and nme up
one side and down the other for
wi t hhol di ng evi dence. *
W PE TO *
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- NI GHT 26

An el evat or door opens and Archie conmes out and crosses to
Phoebe' s door.

ARCHI E (V. 0O.)

VWen | left Craner for the far
nmor e dangerous task of Phoebe,
he still didn't know that the

cylinders weren't going to help.
Phoebe opens the door, smles at Archie and notions himin.

ARCH E (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
As | followed her into the room
there was Al ger Kates again,
over in the corner where the
[ight was di m
(to Kates)
Do you live here?

KATES
If it's any of your business,
yes, | do.

ARCHI E

(turning to Phoebe)
Has M. Craner's office called?

PHCEBE
No. Does he want ne? Wat
for?



ARCHI E
He either wants you now or he
soon will. | just took him
that case of cylinders that you
left on a window sill Tuesday
eveni ng.

PHOEBE
That case? Wth the cylinders
init?

ARCHI E

Yes. Ma' am
PHOEBE

Did you --- what's on then?
ARCHI E

Well, that's a long story.....

PHOEBE
Where did you find it?

ARCHI E
That's another |ong story, and
we've got to step on it because
Cramer has it now and he may
send for you any m nute.

PHOEBE
Then you don't know what's on
t hent?

ARCHI E
Sure, | know. They're
i nteresting but not hel pful
since they weren't dictated on
Tuesday, but before that.

PHOEBE
But that's inpossible!

ARCHI E
Nope. Possible and true.
1. ...

PHOEBE
How do you know?

ARCHI E
|"mgetting restless. As I
say, M. Wlfe wants to see you
before Cranmer gets to you

( MORE)

44.

5-13-06
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Kat es, here, can cone along to
protect you if you......

The doorbell rings, interrupting Archie. He |eans over and
whi spers in Phoebe's ear.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Are you expecting anybody?

Phoebe shakes her head, no. Archie notions for silence as
the doorbell rings again. After a beat, we hear...

PURLEY STEBBI NS
Cone on, Goodwi n, what the hell!

Archi e shrugs his shoul ders and opens the door. Purley wal ks
strai ght over to Phoebe.

PURLEY STEBBI NS ( CONT' D)
Good afternoon, Mss Gunther.
Good afternoon M. Kates.

(back to Phoebe)

| nspector Cranmer would be nuch
obliged if you would let ne
drive you to his office. He's
got sone stenophone cylinders
there he wants you to | ook at.

ARCHI E
You cone right to the point,
don't you Purley, huh?

PURLEY STEBBI NS
Ch. You still here? 1 supposed
you was gone.

ARCHI E

Nut s.

(turning to Phoebe)
O course you know, M ss Q@unt her,
that you may do as you pl ease.
Sone people think that when a
city enpl oyee cones to take
t hem sonewhere they have to go.
That's a fallacy, unless he has
a docunent, which he hasn't.

PHOEBE
ls that true?

ARCHI E
Yes, that's true.
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He | ooks at Pur

PHOEBE
You know, you have a way of
suggesting things that appeal
to me even if your boss has
been hired by the NTA.  So you
decide for me. I'll go with
you to see M. Wlfe, or Il
go with this oversized sergeant,
whi chever you say.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Wher eupon | nmade a m st ake.

| ey and back to Phoebe.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
| deeply appreciate your
confidence, which | deserve.
For the nonment, | hate to say
it, but it would be better to
accept M. Craner's invitation.
"Il be seeing you.

Archi e heads out the door and we....

I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Archie cones into the office.

| NT. KI TCHEN -

Fritz comes in fromserving Nero his breakfast.

ARCHI E
Purley Stebbins arrived at Mss
Gunther's before | could get
her away, and she |ikes him
better than she does ne. So
not only had I nmade a m st ake,
but also | was lying to the
boss.

MORNI NG - THE NEXT DAY

46. 5-13-06

W PE TO

Nero's at his desk

W PE TO

Archie is

listening on the kitchen phone at the little table where he

eat s breakf ast.

FRI TZ
Why he nust serve breakfast to
Saul and Fred in his room | do
not know.

27

28

*
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ARCHI E
Ch, that's sinple.
pretending that's

47. 5-13-06

He' s
he' s wor ki ng

and he wants us to believe it

as wel | .

FRI TZ

M ss Gunther is not answering,
you shoul d hang up.

I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

CUT TO

Archie is at his desk, now |listening on his office phone.

ARCHI E (V. 0O.)

After seven tries
the day | was sti
find Phoebe.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

t hr oughout
| unable to

Nero sits at the table, Fritz serves, Archie cones in from

the hall. As he sits.....

ARCH E (V.Q)
D nner took | onger than usual.
M. Wl fe does that when he is
conpletely at a loss. He uses

up energy keeping

t hought s out

and trying to keep ne quiet,
and that makes himeat nore.

I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Archie, frustrated, is stretched
dri nki ng beer and readi ng a book,

CUT TO

out on the couch. Nero is
the picture of contentnent.

ARCHI E (V. 0O.)

After dinner | fai
reach Phoebe so |

|l ed again to
stretched out

on the couch trying to work out
an attack that would nmake Wl fe

expl ode into sone
when t he door bel

The doorbell rings. Archie hops

ki nd of action
rang.

up and heads for the door.

W PE TO

29

31



48. 5-13-06
32 | NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - | MVEDI ATELY AFTERWARD -- NI GHT
Archi e cones sweepi ng back in, short on his heels are...

ARCHI E
| nspector Craner and M. Sol onon
Dext er.

Bef ore Nero can speak Dexter marches up to his desk

DEXTER

| don't understnd it all! 1've
checked on you with the FBI and
the Arny, and they give you a
clean bill and speak of you
very highly! And here you are
tied up with the dirtiest bunch
of liars and cutthroats in

exi stence! \What the hell is
t he i dea?
WOLFE

Your nerves are on edge.

DEXTER
What have my nerves got to do
with it? The blackest crine in
the history of this country,
with that unscrupul ous gang
behind it, and any man, any man
what ever, who ties hinself up...

WOLFE

Pl ease! Don't shout at ne |ike
that. You're excited.
Justifiably perhaps, but M.
Cranmer shoul dn't have brought
you here until you had cool ed
of f.

(Nero turns to Craner)
What does he want? Does he
want sonet hi ng?

CRAMER
Yeah. He thinks you fixed that
stunt about the cylinders. So
it would ook Iike the BPR had
themall the time and tried to
pl ant them on the N A

WOLFE
Phui. Do you think so?



CRAMER
| do not. You would have done
a better job of it.

WOLFE
If that's what you want, M.
Dexter, to ask ne if | arranged
sone flumrery about those
cylinders, the answer is |
didn"t. Anything el se?

DEXTER
Yes. There is no one by the
name of Dorothy Unger enpl oyed
by the BPR, either in New York
or Washi ngton

WOLFE
Good heavens. O course there
isn't.

DEXTER/ CRAMER
(si mul t aneousl y)
What do you nean of course there
isn't?

WOLFE
| nmean it's obvious there
woul dn't be. Whoever contrived
t hat hocus pocus about the claim
check, whether O Neill hinself
or soneone el se, certainly
Dor ot hy Unger had to be invented.

DEXTER
You ought to know.

WOLFE
Nonsense. M. Dexter, if you're
going to sit there and boi
W th suspicion you mght as
wel |l |eave. You accuse ne of
being tied up with m screants.
| amtied up with no one. |
have engaged to do a specific
job, find a nurderer and get
enough evidence to convict him

CRAMER
How far have you got?

WOLFE
( MORE)

Vel | .

49. 5-13-06
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
(Wl fe smrks.)
Further than you, or you wouldn't
be here.

CRAMER
Yeah. Here the other evening,
| didn't quite understand why
you didn't pick himout and |et
me take him

WOLFE
Neither did |I. For one nonent |
t hought | m ght, when one of
t hem sai d sonet hi ng
extraordinary, but | was unable

CRAMER
VWho said what ?

WOLFE
|"mhaving it | ooked into. You
broke it up and chased them
out. |If you had acted as an
adult investigator instead of
an ill-tenpered child I m ght
have got sonmewhere.

CRAMER
O sure. | bitched it for you
|'"d do anything to square it,
anyt hing you say. Wy don't
you ask nme to get themall in
here again, right now?

WOLFE
An excell ent idea. Excel | ent.
| do ask it. Use M. Goodwin's

phone.

CRAMER
By God! You thought | neant
it?

WOLFE

| mean it. You wouldn't be
here if you weren't desperate.
CGet those people here and |'|
see what | can do.

DEXTER
VWho the hell does this nan think
he is?



51. 5-13-06

Cramer, not replying and scowing at Wl fe, heads over to
Archie's desk where Archie has already dialed a nunber.

Archie gets up

Archi e returns.

CRAMER

Purley? Anything fromon high?
Yeah. Yeah. File it under "C'
for crap. No. You' ve got a
list of the people who were
here at Wl fe's Friday evening.
GCet Rowcliffe to help you on
t he phones and tell themto
cone to Wl fe's office
i mredi ately. You'd better
i ncl ude Phoebe Gunt her.

(he listens a second)
Yeah, | know all right. But
what's the difference how
| oose ny job if I loose it?

(heads for the red

| eat her chair, takes

out a cigar.)
There. | never thought 1'd
conme to this.

DEXTER
| have sone phone calls to make.
"1l use the booth on the corner
and return | ater.

to see hi mout.

CRAMER
We're worse off than we were
before. No fingerprints
anywhere. The cylinders were
di ctated by Boone on the 19th
and typed by M ss Gunther on
the 20th. |If Boone picked up
the wong case when he | eft
Washi ngton, then the cylinders
he dictated on the day he was
mur dered shoul d have been in
his office, but they weren't.
There's one other possibility:
Phoebe Gunther flew down there
the day after the nurder and
returned that afternoon. She
had a suitcase with her

WOLFE
She has no difficulty explaining
her novenent s?



Fritz enters w

The door bel

r

52. 5-13-06

CRAMER
M ss Gunther has no difficulty
expl ai ni ng anyt hi ng.

WOLFE
| believe Archie agrees with
you.

th beer and Craner takes a draught right away.

CRAMER
The conmm ssi oner has got St.
Vitus's dance. The Mayor is
havi ng nightmares, and it's al
my fault. | mustn't get tough
with any refined citizens, but
on the other hand, | nust realize
that public sentinent absolutely
demands that the nurderer of
Cheney Boone shall not go
unpuni shed, and here, by God,
sit beefing to you. That's the
situation ny fat friend, as
Charlie McCarthy said to Herbert
Hoover .

ngs. Archie goes.

CRAVER ( CONT' D)

And, | know damm well no client
of yours has ever been convicted
of rmurder.

WOLFE

No man is ny client. M client
IS an associ ation.

CRAMER
Well, here it cones.

Archie enters wwth Hattie Harding.

M SS HARDI NG
(out of breath)
VWhat is it? Have they---what
isit?

Nero shuts his eyes pretending she isn't there in his office,
Cranmer rolls his eyes and | ooks as if things couldn't get
worse. Archie steers her to one of the yell ow chairs.

ARCHI E
No, no, cal m down.
( MORE)
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53. 5-13-06

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
We've just decided to have these
affairs twce a week, that's
al | .

W PE TO
INT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - NI GHT - TVENTY M NUTES LATER 33

The roomis now full: Purley Stebbins, G G Spero, Ms.
Boone, Sol onon Dexter, Don O Neill, Al ger Kates, N na Boone,
fat her and son Erskine, Breslow, and Wnterhoff.

ARCHI E
(to Nero)
It's the sane as |last tine.
M ss Gunther just doesn't I|ike
crowds.

Nero | ooks to Cramer who turns to Purely.

PURLEY STEBBI NS
| got Mss Qunther at her
apartnment over and hour ago and
she said she'd cone.

WOLFE
W won't wait. Go ahead.

CRAMER
(standi ng up)
First, you got the request to
cone here fromny office, but
fromhere on it is not official.
| am responsible for getting
you people here. ..

The canera has picked up Archie as he surveys the guests.
He eyes suddenly focus, and we see that he is staring at
Fritz who is making faces at himthrough the first door to
the office. Archie is perplexed. Finally, Fritz gestures
for Archie to cone. Craner continues speaking in the
background (p.117 of the paperback edition continues the
speech as needed). Archie works his way around the back of
the group and noves into the hall.

CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS - NI GHT 34
Archi e approaches Fritz.

ARCHI E
Somet hing biting you?
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FRI TZ
It's, it's.... Come |I'll show
you.

They head down the hall and pass through the front door to
the stoop, where Fritz points down to the service vestibule
five steps below street level. It dark and hard to see
anyt hi ng.

FRI TZ ( CONT' D)
Look. | canme to see if the
service gate was | ocked, the
way | always do....

ARCH E (V.Q)
The light was dim but | could
see well enough to tell what
t he obj ect was, though not for
certain who it was.
(back to Fritz)
Get a flashlight.

Archi e heads down the stoop and then down the five steps

|l eading to the gate to the service vestibule. He squats
next to the object and reaches out with both hands just as
Fritz returns with the flashlight which he points at the
obj ect which turns out to be ... Phoebe Gunther, and from
the I ook on her face, she is quite dead.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
(to Fritz)
You stay right here.

Archi e rushes back in, grabs a pencil and paper fromthe
hal | phone, wites a quick note and hurries back into the
office, Wil fe is speaking as he enters and quietly pads up
to Wl fe's desk where he hands Nero the note. Wl fe scans
the note briefly, then, w thout changing his tone..

WOLFE
M. Craner. |If you please.
M. Goodw n has a nessage for
you and M. Stebbins. WII you
go with himto the hall?

Behi nd Archie as he exits with Craner and Stebbins, we can
hear Nero conti nui ng..

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Now, the question which confronts
us is whether it is credible,
under the....
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55. 5-13-06
Hi s voi ce fades away as we....
CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUCQUS - NI GHT 35

Archie, Cramer and Stebbins nove into the hall. Archie turns
and starts to explain to Craner what's happened under Archie's
voi ce over. Suddenly, Cramer and Stebbins run off toward

the front door.

ARCH E (V.Q)
The wor ki ng assunption was that
Phoebe had cone and nounted the
stoop and that the nmurderer had
j oi ned her on the stoop and
struck her before she had pushed
the bell button, stunning her
and knocki ng her off the stoop
into the areaway.

RIS QUT AND IN

INT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - NI GHT - TVWENTY M NUTES LATER 36
Wl fe's office is full. Craner, Stebbins, the Police
Comm ssi oner Honbert, the District Attorney Skinner, Spero

and Travis of the FBI., several uniformcops, Wlfe, Archie

and, of course all of the suspects.

ARCH E (V. Q)
A piece of 1 1/2 inch iron pipe
had been found lying next to
her. Phoebe Gunt her had been
hit on the head with it four
tines.

CRAMER
....S0 the piece of pipe she
was killed with has been exam ned
for fingerprints and we haven't
found any that are any good.
So listen closely so you'l
know what we're asking next.
The piece...

BRESLOW
This is outrageous. W've al
answered questions! W've |et
oursel ves be searched! W' ve
told you everything we.....
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CRAMER
(pointing at one of the
uni f orm cops)

Go and stand by himand if he
doesn't keep his trap shut,
shut it.

(back to the group)
For six days |'ve been handling
you peopl e as tender as babies
because | had to, but nowit's
different. One of you killed
that woman and it's a fair guess
that the sanme one killed Boone.
So here's what | cane in here
to say. The piece of pipe that
was used to kill her was old
and fl aking, and woul d have
| eft mcroscopic flakes on hands
and clothing. So before you
| eave, we are going to check
your hands and clothes with a
m cr oscope.

(Cramer turns to Purely)
Take them out and get started,
Purely.

A collective runble, but no one is ready to tangle with Craner
right now. The suspects are escorted out. The phone rings
and Archie answers it. A beat then to Travis...

ARCHI E
M. Travis. For you.

Travis takes the phone and listens while everyone stares at
him After a beat he hangs up.

TRAVI S
Qur nmen have conpleted their
search of Mss GQunther's
apartnent in Washington. M ss
GQunther was lying to us. 1In a
hat box in a closet they found
ni ne stenophone cyl i nders.

WOLFE
Confound it! Ni ne?

TRAVI S
Nine. A BPR man was with them
and has identified themas the
ones Boone recorded the day he
was nurdered. Wat's w ong
w th nine?
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WOLFE
For you, apparently, nothing.
For ne, nine is no better than
none.

TRAVI S

(to Wl fe)
That's a damm shane.
apol ogi ze. They shoul d have
found ten.

(back to the others)
They're making a transcription
and will call as soon as they
get sonething we m ght use.

WOLFE
Then they won't call.

Everyone turns to Wl fe for an expl anati on when the door
opens, and Purely enters followed by a new guy, who is
carrying sone cl ot hes.

CRAMER
(to the new guy)
el | ?

PHI LLI PS
This scarf was in the right
hand pocket of this coat, and
on its surface are between 15
and 20 particles which cane
fromthat pipe

CRAMER
VWhose coat is it?

PHI LLI PS
Al ger Kates, sir.

WPE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - | MVEDI ATELY AFTERWARD -- NI GHT 37

Kates stands in front of Wlfe's desk. The scarf is not to
be seen. The DA, the comm ssioner, etc., are positioned
around the room

WOLFE
You and | have hardly spoken,
have we M. Kates?

ALGER KATES
Enough to satisfy ne.



WOLFE
If I were in your position,
i nnocent or not, | would feel

the sane. But what do you say?
Shall we have a tal k?

ALGER KATES
" m|istening.

WOLFE
| know you are. \Wy?

ALGER KATES
Because if | don't the inference
wll be made that |I'm frightened,
and the further inference wll
be made that I'mguilty of
somnet hi ng.

WOLFE
Good. Then we understand each
ot her.

58. 5-13-06

Wl fe brings the scarf up from behind the desk and casual ly

puts it

in front of Kates.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Were you a close friend of M ss
Gunt her' s?

ALCER KATES
Not a cl ose personal friend,
no. |'ve see her frequently in

connection with our work.

WOLFE
What do you think of her?

ALGER KATES
| thought well of her.

WOLFE
Do you admre her?

ALGER KATES
Yes, as a coll eague.

WOLFE
Did she dress well ?

ALGER KATES
Considering Mss Qunther's
stri king appearance and her

( MORE)
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ALGER KATES ( CONT' D)
vol uptuous figure, | thought
she dressed extrenely well.

WOLFE
Then you did notice what she
wore. |In that case, when did
you | ast see her wearing this
scarf?

ALCGER KATES
| don't remenber ever seeing
her wear that.

WOLFE
This is inportant, M. Kates.
Are you sure?

ALCGER KATES
|'ve never seen it before. On
M ss Gunt her or anyone el se.

WOLFE

That' s a di sappoi nt nent, because
clinging to this scarf are many
tiny particles which canme from

t he piece of pipe that was used
to murder M ss Gunther, and

al so because the scarf was found
in the pocket of your overcoat.

ALCGER KATES
Whose over coat ?
WOLFE
Ar chi e.

(Archi e hands Wl fe the
coat, Wl fe turns back
to Kates)

This is your coat, isn't it?

ALCGER KATES
(turning around and
yelling at the top of

hi s | ungs)
M. Dexter! M. Dexter! Cone
i n herel

Craner grabs Kates by the arm

CRAMER
Cut it out. Cut out that
yelling. What do you want Dexter
for?
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ALCER KATES
| told himsonething like this
woul d happen. | told Phoebe to
have nothing to do with Nero
Wl fe. | told her not to cone
here tonight!

CRAMER
When did you tell her not to
cone here tonight? Wen?

ALGER KATES
Let go of nme. Let go!

Cramer lets himgo and Kates sits down on a side chair and
doesn't nove, clearly breaking off relations with everyone
in the room

ARCH E (V. Q)
So began the great scarf hunt.
One after another, Stebbins
mar ched our guests in and asked
themif they had ever seen the
scarf before. First Ms. Boone.
Then Thonas Erskine. And the
performance was repeated four
nmore tines before M. Wnterhoff
was led in.

CRAMER
(to Wnterhoff)
M. Wnterhoff, please |ook....

W NTERHOFF
Where did you get that?
(referring to the scarf,
of course)
That's ny scarf!

CRAMER
Did you wear it here tonight?
O have it in your pocket?

W NTERHOFF
Neither. That's the one that
was stolen fromne | ast week.

CRAMER
VWhere and when | ast week?

W NTERHOFF
Ri ght here. Wen | was here
Friday evening.



Of Wnterhoff'

61. 5-13-06

CRANVER
Here at Wl fe's house?
W NTERHOFF
Yes.
CRANVER
You wore it here?
W NTERHOFF
Yes.
CRANVER

When you found it gone who did
you conplain to?

W NTERHOFF
| didn't - what's this about?
Where did you get it?

CRAMER
| " maski ng the questions. You
mentioned it to no one at all?
You didn't phone here the next
day to ask about it?

W NTERHOFF
| mentioned it to ny wife and
no | didn't call here. Wy

would I'? 1've got dozens of
scarves. And | insist that...
CRAMER

Ok insist, but there is evidence,
good evi dence, that your scarf
was w apped around the pipe

that killed Mss Qunther. Have
you any conment ?

s shocked expression we hear Archie's V.QO

ARCHI E (V. Q)

W nt erhoff had things to say,
but he was shooed out because
none of them seened inportant.
When t he door was cl osed behind
him Cranmer sat down and pulled
in a deep breath, then let it
out.

CRAMER
Jee-zuss--Chri st.
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Wlfe is tired,

Cramer gl owers

| NT. KI TCHEN -

62. 5-13-06

POLI CE COW SSI ONER
Wnterhoff's a damm Ii ar.

DI STRI CT ATTORNEY
For CGod's sake, we're not after
aliar. W're after a nurderer!

WOLFE
| would Iike to go to bed.
It's four o' clock and you're
st uck.

but gets up to | eave.

CRAMER
Ch, we are. W're stuck. The
way you put it, | suppose you're

not stuck?
WOLFE

Me? No, M. Craner. No, indeed.
But I'mtired and sl eepy.

at Wl fe.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Archi e, please see our guests

out. |'mgoing to bed.

ARCHI E
I nstructions for the norning,
sir?

WOLFE
Yes. Let ne al one!

CUT TO

THE NEXT MORNI NG 38

ARCH E (V. Q)
Fromthere on | had the feeling
that I was out of it.

We see Fritz bringing Nero's breakfast tray back from
upstairs. There is a note on it which he hands to Archie.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
The next norning Fritz brought
Wl fe's breakfast tray down and
there was a note instructing ne
to get Saul, Fred and Del Bascom
( MORE)
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63. 5-13-06
ARCH E (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
to report at the office at el even *
o' cl ock. *
CUT TO
| NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY 39

Saul, Fred and Del Bascom owner of the |argest detective
agency in NY, are listening to Nero.

CUT TO
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 40*
ARCH E (V. Q)
He had chased ne out and sent
me to the kitchen to help Fritz
pl uck the squabs. *
(We could see feathers flying around if we want.)
CUT TO
I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - A M NUTE BEFORE LUNCHTI ME 41

Archie cones in fromthe kitchen. Maybe one or two feathers
are still clinging to him Nero is already seat ed.

ARCH E (V.Q)
VWhen | cane in for lunch, Wlfe

WOLFE
(rai sing an eyebrow at
the feathers)
Archi e, any envel opes from Bascom
are to reach ne unopened.

ARCHI E
(noticing, cleaning
t hem of f)
Hah. Reports? Big operations?

WOLFE
Yes. Twenty nen. One of them
may be worth his salt.

ARCHI E
(I'ndi gnant)
Do you want me to nove to a
hotel so I won't hear anything
unfit for ny ears?
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WOLFE
(lgnoring him

Archie, you' ve been with ne a
| ong tinme now.

ARCHI E
Yeah. How shall we do it?
Shall | resign or shall you
fire me?

WOLFE
Find out how willing you can

make M ss Boone.

ARCHI E
You know, | didn't think that
ki nd of thought ever got wthin
a mllion mles of you. Make
M ss Boone? |If you can think
it you can do it. Make her
yoursel f.

WOLFE
| am speaki ng of an investigating
operation by gaining her
confidence. | need to know how
intimate she was with M ss
Gunther. Wiy don't you tel ephone
after lunch?

He stares at Archie a second then turns his attention back
to his sal ad.

W PE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MMEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG -- DAY 42
Archie is talking on the phone. Intercut as necessary.
ARCHI E
Thank you for comng to the
phone M ss Boone. |'mcalling

about sonet hi ng soneone el se
wants. Am | keeping you from
sonet hi ng i nportant?

NI NA
No, | have a mnute. Wat is
it that sonebody el se wants?

ARCHI E
['I]l come to that | ater.
( MORE)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
| would i ke to use sone NI A
expense noney to buy you dinner,
wi th the understanding that it
is strictly business and | am
not to be trusted.

NI NA
You sound really dangerous. 1Is
t hat what soneone el se want ed
you to do, kid ne into having
di nner with you?

ARCHI E
The dinner was ny idea. It
popped out when | heard your
voi ce again. So, how do you
usual ly say no? Blunt? O do
you zigzag to avoid hurting
peopl e's feelings?

NI NA
Oh, |I'mblunt.

ARCHI E
Al right, wait till | brace
nmysel f. Shoot.

NI NA
| couldn't go tonight, no matter
how tricky you are. 1'meating
here with ny aunt.

ARCHI E
Then lunch tonorrow at one?

NI NA
| may be a little late. |I'm
usually a little |late.

ARCHI E
| should hope so. You | ook
perfectly normal to ne. See
you tonorrow.

Archie hangs up with a satisfied grin on his face.
WOLFE

Thi s eveni ng woul d have been
better.
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66. 5-13-06

ARCHI E
My dear sir, try getting her to
nmeet you anytime whatever, even
at Tiffany's to try things on.

Wl fe chuckles. After a beat he chuckles again. Irritated,
Archi e | eaves.

CUT TO
| NT. WOLFE' S FRONT DOOR - MORNI NG 43

Under Archie's Voice Over we see the stenograph nachine
arrive. ..

ARCH E (V. Q)
| was being entrusted with
nothing but the little chores.
For exanple, | was asked for a
second time to have the
St enophone Conpany deliver a
machi ne and leave it on a daily
rental basis, though it was
cl ear over ny head since we had
nothing to play on it.

CUT TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MVEDI ATELY AFTERWARD 44

Archie and Wl fe are at their desks and Erskine senior is in
the red |l eather chair. Wth himare Breslow, Wnterhoff,
Hattie Hardi ng, Erskine junior and Don O Neill

ARCH E (V.Q)
Er ski ne and conpany showed up
to try and get from Wl fe sone
ki nd of progress report.

ED ERSKI NE SENI OR
For God's sake, when? Twenty
four hours? Forty eight? Each
days del ay neans untol d damage
to the nost vital interests of
t he Republic and the Anmerican
peopl e.

YOUNG ERSKI NE
You' re breaking ny heart pop.

ED ERSKI NE SENI OR
Shut up!
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Under Archie's
ot her.

67. 5-13-06

ARCH E (V.Q)
They scratched and pulled hair
right in front of us. The
pressure was too nmuch for them
and the NIA was no | onger a
united front.

V.O. we see themquarreling angrily with each

ERSKI NE SENI OR
(to Wl fe)
So we've decided to offer a
reward of one hundred thousand
dol l ars to anyone furnishing
information | eading to the arrest
and trial of the nurderer.

This gets Wlife's attention.

WOLFE
You woul dn't expect conviction?

ERSKI NE SENI OR
No, of course not, arrest and
trial would be enough.

Of Wlfe's curious | ook we hear Archie's V.O

And. . ..

ARCH E (V. Q)
| mssed Wlfe's answer to that
since | was |eaving for ny lunch
th

Wi Ni na Boone.

WPE TO

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Archie sits at

a table with N na Boone.

NI NA
You'll have to be patient with
me, M. Goodw n, we've had no
rest since ny uncle's nurder
and | nust ook Iike a wreck.

ARCHI E
| admit, M ss Boone, it's a bad
ti to judge.

( MORE)

45
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Your eyes are puffy and you've
been cl anpi ng your jaw so nuch
that your chin juts. But you
are not actually unsightly.
Seeing you from behind on the
si dewal k, one man out of three
woul d wal k faster to get a | ook
at you fromthe side or the
front.

* ¥ * X

NI NA
Oh? And the other two?

ARCHI E
My Lord, what do you want? One
out of three is trenendous. |
was piling it on, nerely because
your hair happens to appeal to *
me and | mght go so far as to
break into a trot.

NI NA
Then next time ['I1 sit with ny
back to you

She waits to let the waiter deliver their sal ads.

NI NA ( CONT' D)
So, what would you |like to ask
ne?

ARCHI E
Not yet. My rule with a girl
is to spend the first fifteen
m nut es di scussi ng her | ooks.
If 1'"many good, I'll have you
inaframe of mnd to let ne
even copy down your soci al
security nunber.

NI NA
| would hate to mss that. But
| prom sed ny aunt | woul d be
back by 2: 30. *

ARCH E *
Then we'd better start without *
taking tinme to break down your
resi st ance.

NI NA
| like this. Go on and drag
t hi ngs out of ne.



ARCHI E
My technique is a little unusual
For instance, there are probably
a hundred nen - no, nore than
that - investigating your
peopl e's pasts, to find out,
for exanple, if Ms. Boone was
havi ng secret trysts with Frank
Erskine or if you and Bresl ow
are chanping at the bit unti
he can get his wife to give him
a divorce. M technique is
different. | prefer to ask you
and settle it. Are you?

NI NA

Am | what? Chanpi ng?
ARCHI E

At the bit.
NI NA

No. |I'm chanpi ng shrinps.

Look, this seens perfectly silly.

ARCHI E
Then let's get it over wth.
Did you know any of those NI A
peopl e personal ly?

NI NA
Maybe a few, but if we went
over every conversation we
woul dn't find anything even
remotely resenbling an angl e.

ARCHI E
How about your aunt? Those
trysts wwth Erskine. D d she
have trysts?

NI NA
Ask her? Maybe that's what she
wants to see you about.

ARCHI E
Do you accept Breslow s
suggestion that Ms. Boone killed
her husband on account of
j eal ousy of Phoebe Gunther, and
|ater, at Wl fe's house, finished
t he job?

69. 5-13-06



NI NA
No, does anybody?

ARCHI E
But wasn't Phoebe QGunt her
speci al ?

NI NA

She was i ndeed, she was extrenely
speci al .

ARCHI E
Was she going to do anything as
trite as having a baby?

NI NA
Ch, good Lord. You pick up al
the crunbs don't you?

ARCHI E
Did you Ii ke Mss Qunther?
NI NA
| - yes, | guess | liked her.
O course | envied her. 1 would

have |iked to have her job, but

| wasn't foolish enough to think
| could fill it. She was very

i nportant and very busy. And
she had BPR fever

ARCHI E
Yeah? Bad?

NI NA
One of the npbst severe cases on
record. It was her firmbelief

t hat whatever the BPR does is
right. She was a born fighter.
She was actually nore dangerous
to the NI A than ny uncle.

ARCHI E
VWhat about Dexter or Kates?

NI NA
To assune that Dexter would
have done anything to hurt Uncle
Cheney is absurd. As for M.
Kat es, good heavens, | ook at
himM He's just an adding
machi ne!

70.
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ARCHI E
He is in apig's eye. He's
sinister.

NI NA

Al ger Kates sinister? Really.

No nmatter what Nero Wl fe charges
the NIA, you're certainly trying
your best to clear them
conpletely - and it |looks as if
you don't care how you do it!

ARCHI E
When your face is flushed |ike
that it nmakes nme feel like
refusing to take any noney from
the NTA.  Sone day 'l tel

you how wrong you are to suspect
us of wanting to frame one of
your heroes |ike Dexter or Kates.

A waiter carrying a plug in phone interrupts.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
VWhat is it, Carl os?

CARLCS
Tel ephone, for you, M. Goodw n.

Carl os plugs the phone in and gives the handset to Archie.

ARCHI E
Goodw n tal ki ng.

NERO
(very upset)
Archie. Get down here at once.

ARCHI E
What for?

NERO
W t hout del ay!

ARCHI E
But listen. W're just |eaving,
to see Ms. Boone. |'ve got
her.....

NERO

| said get down here!

WPE TO
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I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Archie conmes striding in.

WOLFE
VWhat the devil took you so |ong?
ARCHI E
Now just a mnute. Aware that
you were having a fit, | mde
it as fast as | could. Is it a
pi nch?
WOLFE

It is insufferable. W0 is
| nspector Ash?

ARCHI E
Ash? You renenber him He was
a captain under Craner. Now in
Hom ci de out in Queens. No
sense of hunmour. Wy, what has
he done?

WOLFE
Is the car in good condition?

ARCHI E
Certainly, Wy?

WOLFE
| want you to drive ne to Police
Headquarters.

ARCHI E
My CGod.

Archie drops into a chair.

WOLFE
M. Cramer has been renoved
fromthe Boone-@Gunt her case and
relieved of his conmmand. He
has been replaced by I nspector
Ash who has issued a warrant
for my arrest as a materi al
witness. That's the situation.
It 1s unacceptabl e.

ARCHI E
Cramer got the boot?

WOLFE
So M. VWhat' s-hi s-nane said.

72.
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73.

ARCHI E
VWho, Honbert? The Comm ssi oner?

WOLFE
Yes. Confound it, nust | repeat
t he whole thing for you?

I NT. COW SSI ON HOMBERT' S OFFI CE - DAY

5-13-06

CUT TO

| nspector Ash, Police Comm ssioner Honbert, and District

Attorney Skinner are there with Wlfe,

unconfortably seated

in a chair too snmall for him still with his outdoor clothes

on.

Archi e | eans agai nst a nearby desk.

| NSPECTOR ASH
(in an insulting tone)
You are not a |awyer. Nothing
t hat has been said to you by
anyone has the status of a
privil eged conversati on.

WOLFE

(objectionable tone is

his own right)
That remark is childish. Wuld
| admt | know sonething that |
don't want you to know about
and then refuse to tell you
about it on the grounds that it
was privileged? Phui!

| NSPECTOR ASH
The trouble with you, Wlfe, is
t hat you' ve been spoiled by ny
predecessor, |nspector Craner.
He didn't know how to handl e
you. Wth ne in charge you'l
see a big difference.

WOLFE
M. Ash, you are both a nunskul l
and a hool i gan.

| NSPECTOR ASH
So, you're going to try it on
ne.
(noving closer to Wl fe,
in a nmenaci ng way)
| don't see.....

HOVBERT
That will do for that.

a7
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| NSPECTOR ASH
Yes sir, | only wanted...
HOVBERT
| don't give a damm what you
wanted. |t was your idea that

Wl fe was holding out and it
was tine to put the screws on

him Go ahead. [|I'mall for
t hat .

| NSPECTCOR ASH
Yes sir. | only know this,

that in every case where Wlfe
horned in and got within snelling
di stance of noney he has al ways
managed to get sonething that

no one el se gets and he al ways
hangs on to it until it suits

hi s conveni ence to |l et go.

D. A. SKI NNER
You're quite right Inspector.
You m ght add that when he does
let go the result is usually
di sastrous for sone | awbreaker.

| NSPECTOR ASH
Yes? And is that a reason for
letting himcall the tune for
t he Police Departnent?

WOLFE
| would like to ask if | was
haul ed down here to listen to a
di scussion of ny character.
Thi s babbling is frivol ous.

| NSPECTOR ASH
You were haul ed down here to
tell us everything you know,
about these crinmes. | wouldn't
be surprised if you know
sonet hing that gives you a good
clear idea of who it was that
killed Cheney Boone and the
Gunt her womman.

WOLFE
Certainly I do. So do you

Ash, Honmbert, and Skinner react visibly, not happy to confirm
their suspicion that Wl fe is holding out on them
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ARCHI E
(trying to cal mthem
down.)
He doesn't nean that we've got
t he murderer down in our car.
There are details to be attended
to.

But Ash has noved within two feet of Wl fe where he stands
| ooki ng down at himw th his hands behi nd his back.

| NSPECTOR ASH
You either nmean it, or you don't.
If it's a bluff, you'll eat it.

If it isn't, for once in your
life you' re going to be opened
up.

(turning to Honbert)
Let nme take him sir. Here in
your office it m ght be
enbar r assi ng.

WOLFE
| ntbecil e. Hopel ess inbecile.
(Wl fe | evers hinself
up out of the chair)

This is farcical. Take me hone,
Ar chi e.

| NSPECTOR ASH
No you don't.

(he grips Wilfe's arm
You' re under arrest, ny nman.
This tinme you....

In a lightening stroke, Wlfe slaps Ash in the face. Ash is
so surprised it takes a nonent for himto react. Then his
fist heads toward Wl fe viciously, only to be interrupted by
Ar chi e.

WOLFE
Ht him Archiel Knock hi m down!

By this time Honbert and Skinner have arrived and the two of
them are separated. Archie straightens his jacket as Wl fe
turns to him

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
| amunder arrest. You are
not. Telephone M. Parker to
arrange for bail imedi....
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| NSPECTOR ASH
Goodwi n is staying right here.
O rather you're both going
wth ne.

D. A. SKI NNER
Now listen. This is ridiculous.
W all want....

WOLFE
Am | under arrest?

D. A, SKI NNER
Oh, forget that! Technically,

| suppose....

WOLFE
Then | am You can go to the
devil. If you want me to discuss

anything wwth you, if you want
a word out of ne, vacate those
warrants and get rid of M.
Ash. He jars ne.

| NSPECTOR ASH
['Il take him He struck and
of ficer.

Ski nner and Honbert exchange | ooks, then Honbert turns to
Ash.

HOVBERT
| nspector, | think you had better
| eave this to the District
Attorney and ne.

| NSPECTOR ASH
It's up to you, sir. [If you
want himto get away with....
HOVBERT
At the nmonent | don't care what
he gets away with. | care about

just one thing. Getting this
case sol ved.

| NSPECTOR ASH
Yes sir.
(He turns to | eave but
turns to Wl fe before
he | eaves)
Sone day, I'll help you I oose
sonme wei ght.
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He strides out of the room

HOVBERT
Al right, you got away with
it, now what do you know?

WOLFE
First, I would like to learn
sonet hing. Wiy was M. Craner
denot ed and di sgraced.

HOVBERT
He wasn't.

WOLFE
Nonsense. \Whatever you cal
it, why?

HOVBERT
Oficially, for a change of
scene. Of the record, he |ost
his head. You can't treat sone
peopl e |ike a bunch of waterfront
hoodl uns.

WOLFE
Who brought the pressure?

HOVBERT
It came fromeverywhere. |[|'ve
never seen anything like it.
But that wasn't the only reason
Cramer was muffing it. He
had got his mnd fixed on one
aspect of the case, one little
thing, and that was all he could
think of or talk about - that
m ssing 10th cyli nder.

WOLFE
M. Cranmer was concentrating on
t hat ?

HOVBERT

Yes. He had fifty nen | ooking
for it and he wanted to assign
anot her fifty!

WOLFE
And that was one of your reasons
for renoving hinP

HOVBERT
Yes. Actually the main reason



Honmbert and Sk

78.
WOLFE
Hah. Then you are an inbecile
too. | didn't know M. Craner

had it in himto see that.
Fi nding that cylinder, if not
our only chance, is beyond al
conparison, our best one.

D. A. SKI NNER
(snorting)
That's you all right, Wlfe!
suspected it was only fireworks.
You said you' ve already got
hi m

WOLFE
| said nothing of the sort. |
said | know sonething that gives
me a good clear idea of the
murderer's identity, and al so
t hat you people know it, too.

nner exchange | ooks.

D. A, SKI NNER
You i npervi ous bastard.

HOVBERT
In effect, then, you are saying
that you have nothing to tel
us, that you can't help us in
any way. .

WOLFE
|"mhelping all | can. [|I'm
payi ng a man $20 a day to explore
the possibility that M ss Qunt her
broke that cylinder into little
pieces and threw it in the
r ubbi sh.

HOVBERT
Suppose you tell us what gives
you a good cl ear idea of who
the nurderer is, including the
who? O f the record.

WOLFE
No, sir.

HOVBERT
Wy not ?

5-13-06



WOLFE
Because of your idiotic treatnent
of M. Craner. |If ny ideas
seened to nake sense to you
you woul d pass themon to M.
Ash, and he m ght even, by pure
chance, do sonething that woul d
result in his solving the case,
and | would stop short of nothing
to prevent that. Help M. Ash
to a triunph? God forbid!

D. A. SKI NNER
How about this, do you think
M ss @unt her knew who kil l ed
Boone?

WOLFE
Certainly she did.

D. A, SKI NNER
Naturally you'd like that since
it would elimnate your clients.

WOLFE
You' re m ssing the whol e point.
What has been the outstanding
fact about this case? This,
that the public, the people,
have unani nously convicted -
not an individual, but an
organi zati on, the Nati onal
| ndustrial Association - of the
mur der of Cheney Boone. Now
what if you were M ss Qunt her
and knew who had killed Boone?
Wul d she have exposed hinf? O
course not. She was a zeal ot,
and she was intelligent enough
to calculate that if soneone
was arrested for the nurder of
Cheney Boone the resent nment
against the NITA would end. If
she had evi dence that pointed
to soneone - anyone - she woul d
suppress it, but she wouldn't
destroy it because she woul dn't
want the nurderer to go free.
She would put it where it
woul dn't be found, but where
she could retrieve it once the
Nl A had been sufficiently
damaged.

( MORE)

79.
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
She was a remar kabl e young woman,
but she made the m stake of
permtting the murderer to |learn
t hat she knew who he was, and
she paid for that.

HOVBERT
You're as bad as Craner. \What
makes you so damm sure about
that cylinder? Have you got it
i n your pocket?

WOLFE
No. If | had!

HOVBERT
| think that it is conceivable
that you would like to sell a
bill of goods. | don't say
you're barefaced liar.

WOLFE
| don't say |I'mnot, M. Honbert.
W all take those chances when
we exchange words with ot her
people. So | mght as well go
hore.

(he turns to Archie)

Conme Archie.

I NT. WOLFE' S FRONT DOOR -- AFTERNOON

Fritz lets Nero and Archie in.

WOLFE
(he's in a good nood, a
beer now, dinner
shortly, the warrants
are vacat ed)
Fritz, are the squabs in the
oven yet?

FRI TZ
No sir. It is too early.

80. 5-13-06

Archie and Wl fe head for the door off Skinner and Honbert's
ast oni shed | ooks.

WPE TO
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WOLFE
(Wl fe eyes Fritz, but
deci des not to argue
with him)
Beer pl ease, Fritz.
(he starts off to the
of fice)

FRI TZ
Sir, you have a visitor in the
of fice.

WOLFE
(stopping in his tracks,
demandi ng.)
Wo is it?

FRI TZ
Ms. Cheney Boone.

WOLFE
Good heavens. That hysterical
gamrer ?

I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MVEDI ATELY AFTERWARD

WOLFE
| have ten m nutes to spare,
madam

MRS. BOONE
Naturally, you're wondering why
"' m here.

WOLFE
Nat ural ly.

MRS. BOONE
| phoned ny cousin this norning
and he told ne about you.

WOLFE
Do I know your cousin?

MRS. BOONE
CGeneral Carpenter. He told ne
not to believe anything you
said but to do whatever you
told nme to do.

WOLFE
And?

81.
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MRS. BOONE
So, | cane to see you to get
sone advice. Do | have to tel
you why | prefer not to go to
soneone in the FBI or the police?

WOLFE
You are under no conpul sion,
madam to tell me anything at
al | .

MRS. BOONE
My cousin warned nme that you
woul d be incredibly rude. --1I
m ght as well cone right out
and say that | think I am
responsi ble for the death of
Phoebe Gunt her.

WOLFE
That's an unconfortabl e thought.
Where did you get it?

MRS. BOONE
That's what | want to tell you
But | don't know what to do.
| don't want to go to the police
or the FBlI because | may have
commtted a crinme but it seens
silly to tell you on account of
the way ny husband felt about
the NIA, and you're working for
t hem

WOLFE
What was the crinme you commtted?
What did you do?

MRS. BOONE
| didn't do anything. That's
the trouble. Wat happened was
that Mss Gunther told ne what
she was doing and | prom sed
her I wouldn't tell anyone, and
| didn't.

Wlfe frowns in silence for a nonent, then

WOLFE
Ar chi e.

ARCHI E
Yes, sir?



WOLFE
Your not ebook. Take a letter.
To the National I|ndustrial
Associ ation: CGentlenmen: The
course events have taken obliges
me to informyou that it wll
be i npossible for me to continue
to act on your behalf wth regard
to the murders of M. Boone and
Mss GQunther. | enclose herewith
ny check for $30,000, returning
the retainer you have paid ne
and ending ny association with
you in this matter.

ARCHI E
Do | draw the check?

WOLFE
Certainly. You can't enclose
it if it hasn't been drawn.
(Wl fe's eyes nove to
M's. Boone)
| amnow a neutral. Wat did
M ss Gunther tell you?

MRS. BOONE

(she takes a nonent,

maki ng up her m nd,

t hen)
She knew who killed ny husband.
My husband had dictated sonething
on one of those cylinders that
told about it, so the cylinder
was evidence, and she had it.
She intended to give it to the
police, but she was waiting
until the talk and the runors
had done as much danage as
possible to the NI A .

WOLFE
Wy did she tell you?

MRS. BOONE
Because | went to her and told
her |1 knew she wasn't telling
the truth about the | eather
case, | knew she had it wth
her at the table in the dining
room She told nme so | wouldn't
go to the police.
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WOLFE
Did she tell you who the nurderer
was?

MRS. BOONE
No. She didn't. She said it
woul d be too dangerous for ne
to know. That's where | now
think I did wong - why |I'm
responsi ble for her death. |If
| had broken ny prom se to her
and told the police about it
she woul dn't have been kil l ed.
As you can see, | have broken
the law as wel|.

WOLFE
That part of it's all right.
O it will be, as soon as you
tell me, and | tell the police,
where M ss Gunt her put the
cyl i nder.

VRS. BOONE
But | can't. | don't know.
She didn't tell ne.

WOLFE
Nonsense! O course she told
you!

MRS. BOONE

She did not. That's one reason
| cane to see you. She said |
didn't need to worry about the
man who killed nmy husband bei ng
puni shed. But if the m ssing
cylinder is the only evidence..

(Wl fe's eyes are shut

and she is nonentarily

confused by it. She

| ooks to Archie for

hel p, then back to

Wl fe, continuing anyway)
So you see why | need advi ce.

WOLFE
(hi s eyes opening
slightly)

| regret, madam that there is
nothing I can do for you.
( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
You shoul d go honme and tel ephone
the police imediately and tel
t hem everyt hi ng you have told
me. | agree that if you had
br oken your prom se M ss Qunther
woul d not have been killed, but
it was she who asked you for
the prom se, so the
responsibility is hers.

Nero i s standing.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Good afternoon madam

Nero exits and Archie shows the startled Ms. Boone out.
We. ..

WPE TO
I NT. KITCHEN - | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG 50

Archie conmes in. Fritz is standing while Nero inspects the
sweet br eads.

WOLFE
(to Archie)
That letter and check. W'd
better get that done.

ARCHI E
VWhat, to the N A?
WOLFE
Yes.
(to Fritz)

10 m nutes at the nost.

ARCHI E
My God. You don't mean you're
actually going to send it?

WOLFE
Certainly. Didn't | tell that
woman | woul d?

FRI TZ
They won't chill properly in
| ess than 12.

ARCHI E
This is not being eccentric.
( MORE)
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Fritz is stean

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
This is plain [ oony. What about
Operation Payroll? And where
do you suddenly get a scruple?
| regret to report, sir, that
t he checkbook is |ost.

WOLFE
(to Fritz)
It would turn delicacy to nush.
(to Archie)
Draw t he check and type the
letter. In tinme for the evening
mai |
ng.
ARCHI E

Statistics show that forty-two
and three tenths per cent of
all geniuses go crazy sooner or
| at er.

Archie starts out.

Archie sits at
under . ..

WOLFE
(regarding Archie
contenpl ati vel y)
Sit down a nonment Archie. Dr.
Vol lmer is comng to see us
| ater, and you need instructions.

86.

5-13-06

hi s breakfast table and Nero starts tal king

ARCH E (V. Q)
At least his mnd was still
functioning enough to send for
a doctor.

I NT. WOLFE' S BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Archie is in Wl fe's chair

CUT TO

by the wi ndow and Nero is in bed.

There is a knock at the door and Fritz opens it and stands
aside as Doc Vollner enters and noves to shake Nero's hand.

WOLFE
No. Thank you. Wat's the
ceiling onit? | don't want

any.

* ¥ * X
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ARCHI E
(to Vol |l ner)
| shoul d have expl ai ned. ..

WOLFE
Do you want to pay two dollars
a pound for butter? Fifty cents
for shoe strings? A dollar for
a bottle of beer? WelIl, confound
it, answer ne!

ARCHI E
| don't know whether it's the
wllies or what.

WOLFE
You accuse nme of wanting to
borrow noney fromyou. Let ne
tell you sir, you will be next!

He is shaking his finger at Voll ner.

VOLLMER
(turning to Archie with
a gleamin his eye)
Who wote this script for hinf

ARCHI E
He's been like this for several
hours, ever since | brought him
back hone.

VOLLMER
Oh, he's been out of the house?

ARCHI E
Yes. From 3:15 till 6:00.
Under arrest.

VOLLMER
Well, the first thing is to get
sonme nurses. \Were's the phone?
Either that or take himto the
hospi t al

ARCHI E
That's the ticket. 1t's urgent.
We nust act.

WOLFE
(hi s eyes opening)
Nurses? Phui. Aren't you a
physi ci an?
( MORE)



WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Don't you know a nervous
br eakdown when you see one?

VOLLMVER
Yes.

WOLFE
VWhat's the matter with it?

VOLLMER
It doesn't seemto be - uh
typi cal .

WOLFE
Faul ty observation, or a defect
in your training. Specifically
it's a persecution conpl ex.

VOLLMER
Who' s doing the persecuting?

WOLFE
Tell him Archie.

ARCHI E
Look Doc, the situation is
serious. As you know, we are
i nvestigating the Boone/ Gunt her
murders for the NTA.  Also, the
hi gh command didn't |ike the
way | nspector Cranmer was handling
it and booted him and replaced
himw th a baboon naned Ash.

VOLLMER
For God's sake, why?

ARCHI E
I"mtelling you. They are
convinced M. Wl fe knows nore
than he's letting on. But, it
gets worse. M. Wl fe has broken
off relations with the N A
When they get his letter, check
encl osed, all hell wll break
open. The police know that M.
Wl fe has never had a nurderer
for a client and they wll,
therefore, conclude that one of
the NI A boys is guilty and that
M. Wlfe knows all about it.

88. 5-13-06



VOLLMER
Who is it?

ARCHI E
| don't know, and since M.
Wl fe's a raving lunatic you
can't ask him But it's a cinch
to read the future. The wagons
wll be at our door, with al
t he papers ready, first thing
in the norning. Al | can do
is nmeet them wth a proper
certificate signed by a reputable
physi cian, certifying that in
M. Wlfe's present condition
it would be dangerous either to
nmove himfromhis bed or to
permt anyone to converse with
hi m

VOLLMER
This is absolutely fascinating.
How long will the certificate
have to last?

ARCHI E
| have no i dea.

VOLLMER
| f he's bad enough to prohibit
visitors, |I'll have to insist

on calling on himat |east tw ce
a day.

ARCHI E
Call as often as you want. But
make that certificate as strong
as they cone.

VOLLMER
It will be worded so as to serve
its purpose.
(he turns to Wlfe)
| don't suppose you will say
t hank you?

WOLFE
They cone in hordes, in chariots
wi th spi ked wheels. ...

VOLLMER
|'d better be going.

89. 5-13-06

CUT TO
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90. 5-13-06
| NT. VAR QUS HOUSE LOCATI ONS 52
Under Archie's V.O we see the activities described.

ARCH E (V. Q)
It didn't get lonely during the
two and a half days - Thursday,
Friday and part of Saturday -
the certificate worked.
Newspaper men, cops, FBl's, NIA' s -

We see Archie holding up the certificate and then shutting
t he door on each of these groups.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
- they all appreciated that |
was hol ding the fort under trying
ci rcunst ances.

The onsl aught i s exasperating.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Thr oughout the siege Wl fe stayed
put in his room wth the door
| ocked. This led to several
di sput es.

CUT TO
I NT. WOLFE' S BEDROOM - 53

Wl fe is in his pajams eating breakfast. Archie is at the
door .

WOFLE
Have Theodore cone down at 9: 00.

ARCHI E
No. You're putting on an act.
Since it requires you to be out
of circulation that |eaves it
strictly up to nme and | nake
the rules. | am already
handi capped enough by not know ng
one single god dam thi ng about
what you're up to.

WOLFE
Nonsense. You know al | about
it. | have twenty nen | ooking
for that cylinder. It nust be
found and it will be. | sinply

prefer to wait here in ny room
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Archie stares at Wl fe suspiciously,

ARCHI E

Nuts. What if it's never found?
WOLFE

It will be found. It was not

destroyed, it exists, therefore
it will be found.

I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Archie cones in fromupstairs.
the rented stenophone machi ne standing in the corner.

ARCH E (V. Q)
My chief reason for admtting
that Wl fe really neant what he
sai d about the cylinder was
that we were paying a dollar a
day rent for that machine.

The house phone disrupts Archie's contenpl ation.

Wl f e hangs up.
di al .

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Yes sir.

WOLFE
(i ntercut as necessary)
| wish to have a tel ephone
conversation wth Inspector
Craner. Please arrange it.

ARCHI E
No sir. No nmatter how bitter
Cramer mght be he's still a

cop. And your voice soundi ng
natural and maeki ng sense woul d
tend to cast doubt on Doc

Vol lmer's certificate.

WOLFE
Then find out where he is and
how to reach him

t hen | eaves.

91.
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WPE TO

He sits down and stares at

Archi e | ooks at the phone, and starts to

ARCH E (V. Q)
Fi ndi ng Craner was easy.
( MORE)
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ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
He had taken a two week | eave
of absence, for sulking. Wen
| dialed his hone Craner answered
hi msel f. He kept the
conversation brief and to the
poi nt ..

Archie jerks the phone away fromhis ear reacting to a very
| oud noise. Archie picks up the house phone and buzzes Wl fe.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Craner's on |l eave and i s hone
licking his wounds. He can be
reached there anytinme, but he
is not affable. | have a notion
to send Doc Vollmer to see him

WOLFE
Good. Come up here. |'m having
trouble with this w ndow agai n.

ARCHI E

Damm it, you stay in bed and
stay away fromthe w ndows.

The door bell rings. Archie |Iooks up.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Naturally, the siege continued.

WPE TO
I NT. WOLFE' S FRONT DOOR -- MOMENTS LATER

ARCH E (V.Q)
The NI A cane, all six of them

They are clearly very disturbed and having at Archie before
they even get to the office.

WPE TO
I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - CONTI NUCUS

ERSKI NE SENI OR
We nust see him and see him
now. His resignation is an act
of treachery and betrayal .

BRESLOW
Do you realize that in the two
days and three nights since

( MORE)
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BRESLOW ( CONT' D)
Phoebe Gunt her's nurder, the
damage to the N A has been
i ncal culable and irretrievabl e.

ERSKI NE SENI OR
Qur attorneys believe, and we
do too, that Wl fe's abandoni ng
the case wthout notice vastly
i ncreases the damage to us and
is, therefore, actionable.

They continue carrying on at Archie

ARCH E (V.Q)
Through the years | have seen a
| ot of sore, frantic people in
that office, but this aggregation
of speci nens was second to none.

I NT. WOLFE' S BEDROOM - - LATER

ARCHI E
: and | did not see fit to
informthemthat you have kept
the cylinder hounds on the job
at your own expense.

WOLFE
It doesn't matter. They'l|
learn it when the tine cones.

ARCHI E
Yeah. The scientific nanme for
t he di sease you' ve got is acute
mal i gnant optim sm

I NT. COW SSI ON HOMBERT' S OFFI CE - DAY

93.

5-13-06

CUT TO

CUT TO

Honbert is on the phone with Archie, who appears in an sem -
open iris on the other half of the screen. Honbert

happy either.

HOVBERT
Yeah, I'msorry Wl fe coll apsed
under the strain, and |I'll tel

| nspector Ash to conduct hinself
di pl omatically when he gets
t here.

isn't

57

58



59

60

ARCHI E
Sorry. Doctor's orders, no one
at all to see M. Wl fe, not
even i nsurance sal esnen.

HOVBERT
Look Goodwi n, by dropping the
NlA as his client, it puts it
beyond argunment that Wl fe knows
the identity of the nurderer
and is probably in possession
of evidence against him |
want it, and I want it now.

ARCH E (V. Q)
So it went for the next two
days. Doc Vol lnmer got nore of
it than | did.

EXT. DOC VOLLMER S OFFI CE - DAY

Vol | ner

ARCH E (V. Q)
The police were pestering him

hourly about the state of Wlfe's

heal th, but he enjoyed it.

94.

5-13-06

CUT TO

i s shaking his head solemmly at another officer.

Wen the officer turns away, Vollnmer smles behind his back.

| NT. WOLFE' S BEDROOM

CUT TO

Nero is reading at his breakfast table, Archie and Vol ner
stand at the door.

ARCH E (V. Q)
At first, we visited Wlfe's
bedroom but when Wl fe started
to enjoy hinself....

WOLFE
(suddenly shaking a
finger at the wall)
There, big black worns covered
with dollars signs, crawing
down fromthe ceiling...

Archie and Vol I mer just turn around and | eave as Wl fe raves

on.
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ARCH E (V. Q)
...... we got out of there.

| NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY
Archie is in the office working on papers.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| never did understand why they
didn't try quicker to break it
up. Saturday noon the bl ow
fell.

The phone rings. Archie picks it up and |istens.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| was alone in the office when
t he phone rang, and | was even
nmore al one when it was over and
| hung up.

Archie gets up and heads out.

I NT. WOLFE' S BEDROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

ARCHI E
Ckay Pagliaccio. You are booked
for the big tine. An em nent
neur ol ogi st named Green, hired
by the City of New York and
equi pped with a court order,

will arrive to give you an
audition at a quarter to six.
Now what ?

WOLFE

So. This is what we've been
fearing. Wy the devil did you
agree on an hour?

ARCHI E
Because | had to! Wo do you
think I am Joshua? They wanted
to make it right now Dam it,
| got an extra five hours and |
had to fight for it!

WOLFE
Quit yelling at ne.
( MORE)
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CUT TO

WPE TO
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Go back downstairs. |'m going
to have to think

ARCHI E
Do you actually nmean you haven't
got it figured out what to do?

WOLFE
Archie, get out of here. How
can | put ny mnd on it with
you standi ng there bell ow ng?

ARCH E (V. Q)
For the next two mnutes, from
12:30 to 12:32, ny state of
mnd was really not fit to be
recorded for famly view ng.

CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY - STAI RS - DAY
Archi e cones down the stairs.

ARCHI E (V. Q)
The hell of it was, as | saw
it, that we were bei ng bonbed
out of a position that no one
but a mani ac woul d ever have
occupied in the first place.

Just as he turns right to the office the doorbell rings. He
about faces to the door, |ooks through the mrror, sees
Bresl ow and barks:

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
No adm ttance. This is a house
of nmourning. Beat it!

He bangs the door and starts back down the hall but stops
short. Wlfe, covered with nothing but eight yards of yell ow
sil k pajamas, is descending. Archie goggles at him

WOLFE
Get Fritz and cone to the office
at once.

Archie heads to the kitchen as Nero continues non-stop to
the office.

W PE TO
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64 I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG 64

Archie and Fritz hurry in. Wlfe is sitting up straight at
hi s desk.

WOLFE
| am a brainl ess booby.

ARCHI E
(not m ssing an
opportunity to be
cordi al)
Yes sir.

WOLFE
So are you Archie. Neither of
us has any right, henceforth,
to pretend possession of the
ment al processes of an
anthropoid. | include you
because you know how i nport ant
that m ssing cylinder is and
yet, by heaven, it hasn't
occurred to either of us that
M ss Gunther was alone in this
room for a good four to five
m nut es when you brought her
here that first evening. Phui!
| have the brain of a noll usk!

ARCHI E
Yeah. So you think....?

WOLFE
No. | amthrough pretending to
think. Fritz. A young wonan
was in here alone for four
m nutes. She had in her pocket
a black cylinder, three inches
by six inches. On the assunption
that she hid it in this room
find it!

FRI TZ
VWhat do we do, divide it in
sections?

ARCH E
Divide hell, just start | ooking.
There was no nbre conversati on,
we were too busy.

We see them searching everywhere. 1In the desks, under the
couches, in the filing cabinets etc.
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Wl fe sits up, having finished the search of his desk
exasper at ed.

WOLFE
Conf ound t hat worman.

Nero surveys the room Archie is in the corner turning over
cushions, Fritz by the bookcase.

FRI TZ
Is thisit, M. Wlfe?

Fritz is on his knee with several books on the floor in front
of him holding up the black cylinder. Archie is astounded.

WOLFE
| deal . She really was
extraordinary. Archie, rol
that machine out. Fritz,
congratul ate you. You tried
the bottomshelf first, which
was sensi bl e.

Archi e has the machine plugged in and is inserting the
cyl i nder.

ARCHI E
Well, this my doit. O it
may not .

WOLFE
VWat's the matter? Whn't it
go?

ARCHI E
Certainly it will go. Don't
hurry me. |1'mnervous. | have

the brain of a noll usk.

Archie flips the switch and al nost i medi ately we can hear
Cheney Boone's voi ce:

BOONE
M ss Qunther. Tonorrow we nust
di scuss sonething of the.....

ARCH E (V. Q)
For five m nutes neither of us
moved a nuscle. Wl fe was
| eani ng back with his eyes
closed, and | stared at the

( MORE)
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99. 5-13-06
ARCH E (V.0.) (CONT' D)

grill on the | oudspeaker
attachnent.
W PE TO
| NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG
ARCH E (V. Q)
When it cane to the end,
reached and turned the sw tch
of f.
WOLFE
Qur literature needs sone
revision. For exanple, "dead
men tell no tales". M. Boone
is dead. M Boone is silent.
But he speaks.
ARCHI E
Yep. The silent speaker.
WOLFE
You have M. Craner's phone
nunber ?
ARCHI E
Sur e.
WOLFE
Good. Get him
DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. WOLFE'S OFFI CE - DAY - LATER

| nspector Craner is seated in the red | eather chair watching
Wl fe |ike a hawk. Seated around the roomare Don O Neill

Al ger Kates, Henry Warder, and Saul Panzer. W see each of
t hem under Archie's voice over

ARCH E (V.Q)

By four o' clock our guests were
seated. Inspector Cranmer was
in the red leather chair. In
yel |l ow chairs nearby were our
former client, Don O Neill, his
Vi ce-President, Henry A Warder,
Al ger Kates fromthe BPR, and
Saul Panzer was sitting over in
t he corner by the gl obe.
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WOLFE
This is going to be disagreeabl e
gentlenmen, for all three of
you, so let's nmake it as brief
as we can. W have found the
tenth cylinder. It was hidden
in this roomby Mss Gunther
| ast week.

O NEI LL
She wasn't her el

WOLFE
So you don't want this to be
brief.

O NEI LL
You're damm right | do! The
briefer the better!

WOLFE
Then don't interrupt.
(he turns back to the
group)
We shall now listen to that
cylinder. Do not, | beg you,
interrupt. Archie, turn it on.

Archie flips the switch and Boone's voi ce cones on:

BOONE
Mss @Qunther, this is for no
one but you and ne. | have

just had a talk with Henry A
Warder and he told nme the
foll ow ng...

Warder catapults out of his seat and starts for the machine.

WARDER
Stop it!

Archi e bl ocks his way.

ARCHI E
Not hi ng stirring.
(Archie pulls a gun)
Back up and sit down. All three
of you are going to like it
| ess and | ess.

WARDER
That was under a pl edge of
confi dence



CRAMER
Can it! Go ahead Goodw n.

Archie starts the machi ne agai n.

BOONE
War der has known for severa
nmont hs that the president of
hi s conpany, Don O Neill, has
spent at |east sixteen thousand
dollars bribing a nenber of the
BPR staff. O Neill has not
only admtted it, but bragged
about it. Warder strongly
di sapproves of bribery,
especially bribery of governnent
officials, and he clains that
his only purpose is to acquai nt
me with the facts so | can put
a stop toit by getting rid of
the corrupted subordinate. Now
this will be a surprise to you -
| know it was to ne - the man
O Neill has bought is Al ger
Kates. For a m serabl e sixteen
t housand dollars. | don't think
| would mnd quite so nmuch being
betrayed for something up in
the mllions, but for sixteen
t housand dollars? If | were to
face Kates right now, | think
|'"d get ny fingers around his
throat and choke himto death.

Archie stops the tape. There is dead silence.

Wl f e chuckl es.

WOLFE
What about it, M. Kates? Wen
you entered that roomand M.
Boone found hinself face to
face with you, did he get his
fingers around your throat?

KATES
No.

O NEI LL
You keep out of this, Kates!
Keep your nouth shut!

101.
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WOLFE
That's marvelous, M. O Neill
It really is. Al nbst verbatim
That first evening you were
here you adnoni shed himin the
same manner. Li ke an enpl oyer
to an enpl oyee, as indeed it
was. It led to ny having a
good man spend three days trying
to find a link between you and
M. Kates.

KATES

(trembling with

i ndi gnati on)
The police were utterly
i nconpetent! They shoul d have
found out where that piece of
pi pe cane fromin a few hours!
It cane froma pile of old pipes
in the the NI A basenent.

CRAMER
For Christ sake, listen to him
He's sore!

O NEI LL
He's a fool. He's a contenptible
f ool .
(turning directly to
Kat es)
Good God, | never thought you
wer e capabl e of nurder

KATES
Neither did I. But she wouldn't
even prom se to destroy that
cylinder. She wouldn't even
prom se! | should have killed
you too, that sanme evening. |
coul d have. You were afraid of
me. You're afraid of me right
now. You say you never suspected
me of nurder when you knew all
about it.

CRAMER

How did he know all about it?
KATES

| told him
O NEI LL

That's a |lie!
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CRAMER
Ckay, let himfinish it. Wen
did you tell hinf

WOLFE
M. Cranmer. 1Isn't this a waste
of tinme. You're going to have

to go all over it again downtown.

He seens ready to co-operate.

O NEI LL
He is ready, to get hinself
el ectrocut ed.

WOLFE
| wouldn't worry about that if
| were you. Bad as he is, he
has the grace to accept the
inevitable with a show of
decorum You, on the contrary,
try to w ggl e.

O NEI LL
|"m seeing this through. [|I'm
not goi ng away.

WOLFE

Ch, but you are. You're going
to jail.

(he turns to Warder)
What about it, M. Warder? Are
you going to try to discredit
this message fromthe dead?
Are you going to repudi ate your
intervieww th M. Boone, or
are you going to show that you
have sone sense?

WARDER
| amgoing to tell the truth.

WOLFE
Did M. Boone tell the truth in
t hat cylinder?

WARDER
Yes. He di d.

WOLFE
(back to O Neill)
There you are, sir. Bribery is
a felony.
( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
(turning to Craner)
M. Cranmer, get them out of

here, won't you. I'mtired of
| ooki ng at them
(to Archie)

Archi e, pack up that cylinder.
M. Cramer will want to take it
al ong.

CRAMER
Hold it Goodwi n, while | use
t he phone.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Craner didn't ask for the
hom ci de office but instead
went straight to the top

CRAMER
(on the phone)
Comm ssi oner Honmbert? | nspector

Craner. Yes sir. No, I'mcalling
fromNero Wilfe's office. No
sir, I'mnot trying to horn in
but...Yes sir, I'mquite aware

that it would be a breach of
discipline, but if....Certainly
|"mhere with Wolfe....l didn't
break in, and |'ve got the man,
|"ve got the evidence, and |'ve
got a confession.... That's
exactly what I'mtelling you,
and |' mneither drunk nor crazy.
Send three cars and six
men....Yes, sir, I'mtelling
you, the case is finished.

He hangs up and surveys the room |Is that a smrk?
KATES
You won't have to put handcuffs
on nme, wll you?

O NEI LL
| want to phone ny | awer.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. WOLFE' S OFFI CE - DAY

We see the action as described by Archie's V.O
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ARCH E (V. Q)

Ski ppi ng a thousand details,
Cranmer phoned for an appoi nt nent
at eleven o' clock the next day.
When he arrived he had a package
wr apped in brown paper which he
set on the floor beside the red
| eat her chair when he sat down.

WOLFE
WIl you have sonme beer?
CRAMER
No, thanks, | guess | won't. |
just dropped in. | suppose

you' ve heard that |'m back at
my desk. Inspector Ash has
been noved to Staten |sland.

WOLFE
Yes, sir. | congratulate you
CRAMER
Much obliged. So with nme back
at the old stand you'll have to

continue to watch your step
Try pulling any fast ones and
"Il still be on your neck.

WOLFE
| wouldn't dreamof trying to
pull a fast one.

CRAMER
Ckay. Just so we understand
each ot her.

(Cramer stands up and

hesitates. He picks up

hi s package and puts

it on Wl fe's desk)
Oh, | alnost forgot, this is
for you, Wl fe, hope you Ilike
it.

Cramer | eaves and we can hear the door shut behind him
Archi e and Wl fe exchange | ooks, then Wl fe undoes the
wapping. It is a not so good |ooking orchid specinmen in a
bl and pot.

ARCHI E
My God, he bought you an orchid.



WOLFE
Brassocattl eya Thornoni .
Handsone.

ARCHI E
Nuts. You' ve got a thousand
better ones. Shall | throwit
out ?

WOLFE

Certainly not. Take it up to
Theodor e.

(he wi ggles his finger

at Archie)
Archie. One of your nobst serious
defects is that you have no
senti ment.

ARCHI E

Nuts again. |'m sentinental
about this $100,000 reward from
t he N A

(he hol ds up the check)
| shoul d have known you woul d
never return $30,000 if you
didn't have your eye on a
sui tabl e repl acenent.

WOLFE
That was satisfactory and
busi nessl i ke, paying the reward
w t hout del ay.

ARCHI E
Yeah? Little do they know

WOLFE
Little do they know what? What's
Wrong now?

ARCHI E
There are several ways of doing
this. But |I prefer to sinply
ask questions, only I'Il supply
t he answers.

WOLFE
What the devil are you talking
about ?

ARCHI E
Question nunber one: when did
you find the cylinder?

( MORE)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Sat urday afternoon when you
waddl ed in here in your pajamas
and belittled your brain? Not
a chance. You knew where it
was all the tinme, for at |east
three or four days. | say you
found it either Tuesday norning
or Wednesday.

WOLFE
You shoul dn't | eave things
teetering like that.

ARCHI E
Nunber two: Wy, if you knew
where the cylinder was, did you
pester Ms. Boone to tell you?
Answer: because you wanted to
make sure she didn't know. If
she knew where the cylinder was
and told the cops before you
were ready, she'd have gotten
t he hundred t housand dol | ar
reward. Nunber Three: What was
the big idea? Wen you found
the cylinder, why didn't you
just let go? Answer: because
you don't like NIA, and you
knew the stink about the nurders
was raising Cain wwth them and
you wanted to prolong it as
much as possi bl e.

WOLFE

How long is this going on?
ARCHI E

Well. | guess that's about

all. 1 just wanted you to know

that | resent your nmaking
cont enpt uous remar ks about your
br ai n.

WOLFE
You' ve |l eft one thing out.
ARCHI E
What ?
WOLFE
Look back at ne | ast Tuesday,
when - by hypothesis - | found

( MORE)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)
the cylinder. \What actually
woul d have taken precedence in
my m nd.

ARCHI E
|'ve been telling you.

WOLFE
But you left one thing out.
M ss CGunt her.

ARCHI E
VWhat about her?

WOLFE
She was dead. As you know
detest waste. She had di spl ayed
remar kabl e tenacity, audacity,
and even inmagi nation, in using
the nurder of M. Boone for a
pur pose he woul d have approved.
Surely she deserved not to have
her murder wasted. | found
nmyself in an ideal position to
see that that was taken care
of. That's what you left out.

ARCH E (V. Q)
First Craner's orchid, and now
Phoebe @unt her, when woul d al
this sentiment end?
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